
Oil Drilling Subcommittee

Discussion and Updates Related to 
the Inglewood Oil Field

Wednesday, October 30, 2019
6:00 to 7:30 PM

Mike Balkman Council Chambers – City Hall
9770 Culver Blvd, Culver City, CA  90232



Meeting Agenda

• Discussion of Baldwin Hills Community 
Standards District (CSD) 5-Year Periodic 
Review II (for 2014 to 2018)

• Discussion of CSD Health Assessment & 
Environmental Justice Study

• Update of Inglewood Oil Field and oil & gas 
related programs

• Other news and announcements



CSD 5-Year Review II
• The county shall conduct a comprehensive review of 

the provisions of the CSD at least every five years to 
determine if the provisions of the CSD are adequately 
protecting the health, safety, and general welfare.

• Such reviews shall, among other things, consider 
whether additional provisions should be added, 
appended, or removed. 

• One of the main goals of the Periodic Review shall be 
to evaluate if proven technological advances that 
would further reduce impacts of oil operations on 
neighboring land uses should be incorporated into 
the provisions.



CSD 5-Year Review II
• The County released the Draft 2019 Periodic Review II Report on 

September 24, 2019 and invites public comments through 
November 23, 2019.  

• A copy of the Draft Periodic Review II Report, along with other 
relevant background and information on how to submit 
comments, is available at the County’s CSD website. 
http://planning.lacounty.gov/baldwinhills/review2

• Comments should be submitted to Timothy Stapleton, AICP, via 
e-mail:  tstapleton@planning.lacounty.gov or U.S. mail: Timothy 
Stapleton, Land Use Regulation Division, Department of 
Regional Planning, 320 W. Temple Street, Los Angeles, CA 
90012.



CSD 5-Year Review II



CSD 5-Year Review II
• Five recommendations
• Recommendation versus requirement or change to 

CSD
• Four of five recommendations enforceable by the 

existing CSD ordinance
– Three involve a change in the implementation of the provision
– One involves a change in the compliance effort of the provision

• One recommendation to be monitored for 
effectiveness
– Continue existing operational practices

• Approach allows for Improvements to the CSD 
without need to go through process of “opening” the 
ordinance to revisions



CSD 5-Year Review II
• County Recommendation #1: Based on public input, it is 

recommended the operator consider the use of an alternate 
geotechnical engineering firm for the property damage complaint 
follow-up investigations. The use of an alternate firm would bring an 
additional team of subject matter experts to the issue.  [CSD provision 
22.310.050.D]                                                   
➢ Change in the implementation of the provision

• County Recommendation #2: Based on evidence of some 
incomplete complaint data, it is recommended that the operator meet 
with staff involved with the complaint process and the 1-800 
telephone line vendor to review the required information necessary 
for filing a complete complaint. Better complaint documentation will 
improve the quality of the data collected for a complaint, assist in 
investigation of the complaint, and therefore upgrade the complaint 
process and data base.  [CSD provision 22.310.060.G]            
➢ Change in the implementation of the provision  



CSD 5-Year Review II
• County Recommendation #3: To improve the communication of oil 

field activities to the public it is recommended that the operator post 
updates of oil field incidents on the oil field website.  [CSD provision 
22.310.100.B.3]                                                 
➢ Change in the implementation of the provision

• County Recommendation #4: Due to the fact that unannounced 
drills have not taken place in the past, it is recommended that efforts 
be made to ensure that unannounced drills take place at the oil field 
as required by the provision of the CSD. The Department of Regional 
Planning will coordinate with the Fire Department to ensure that
unannounced drills occur in the future.  [CSD provision 22.310.060.D]       
➢ Change in the compliance effort of the CSD provision
(22.310.060.D allows for up to two unannounced drills per year)



CSD 5-Year Review II

• County Recommendation #5: Recommendation that the Operator 
continue the use of metal and or plastic bins and tanks consistent with 
current practice as the elimination of the use of below ground sumps 
is considered to be a significant environmental benefit.  [CSD 
provision 22.310.050.O]                                         
➢ Recommendation to continue existing operation practice



CSD 5-Year Review II
Culver City Comment Items

• 1. Well Stimulation – Revise the CSD to prohibit the process of 
well stimulation. 

• 2. Landscaping and Aesthetics –Require that the CSD 
acknowledge the view shed from Culver City and require that visual 
impacts for along the entire perimeter of the Oil Field be mitigated. 

• 3. Funding of CSD Review and Related Studies - Require 
enforcement provisions that state the County may take whatever 
measures are necessary to ensure that adequate funding exists to
cover the cost of preparation of accurate and reliable studies that are 
required under the CSD. 



CSD 5-Year Review II
Culver City Comment Items

• 4. Notifications and Public Notices – Require improved 
communication and notifications between all interested parties. 
County should not rely on the CAP to notify the public of important 
information regarding the Oil Field operations, especially events that 
may be time-sensitive and that may have interests beyond the 
outreach of the CAP members.

• 5. Ground Movement Survey - The County should re-evaluate the 
provisions for review of Oil Field caused subsidence and concerns of 
property damage to structures in the surrounding area.

• 6. Improved Multiple-Agency Coordination Joint Meeting –
Require that the CAP and Multiple-Agency Coordination Committee 
(MACC) meet, at minimum, on an annual basis to better communicate 
with and inform each other and the public about issues relating to the 
Oil Field operations. 



CSD 5-Year Review II
Culver City Comment Items

• 7. Emergency Response Review –Review the emergency response 
programs and update CSD regulations accordingly to ensure that the best 
emergency response plans, including notification and evacuation routes, are 
in place and that individual neighborhoods are better informed about such 
plans. 

• 8. Greenhouse Gas Emissions, Air Quality & Public Health –Require 
updated studies to inform/confirm whether enhanced CSD regulations 
addressing air emissions, including the emission of toxic air contaminants 
and greenhouse gases should be incorporated to ensure the public health, 
safety and general welfare. Consider establishing an accurate inventory of 
annual GHG emissions from the Oil Field and consider meaningful and 
effective ways to mitigate those emissions both from stationary sources and 
fugitive sources. Consider establishing an accurate inventory of toxic air 
contaminants from the Oil Field and work cooperatively with public health 
agencies to implement effective means to mitigate those emissions and 
establish appropriate contingency measures. 

• 9. Evaluation and Determination of New Technology – Revise the CSD 
to clarify the standard for identification and review of new technology and 
provide specific guidelines for how potential new technologies are reviewed 
and evaluated.



CSD 5-Year Review II
Culver City Comment Items

• 10. Insurance and Bonding –Require ongoing review of the 
insurance coverage and bonded security requirements and make 
valid recommendations for identifying adequate coverage 
requirements under the CSD. 

• 11. CAP Function and Membership –Request that improved 
guidelines be established clarify the function of and participation with 
the CAP. 

• 12. Accommodation for Changing Conditions Related to 
Climate Change and DOGGR Regulation – Continual review and 
evaluation as to how changes within the regulatory background, since 
adoption of the CSD, may affect the relevancy of standards under the 
CSD, including the schedules for monitoring and reporting. 



CSD 5-Year Review II
Culver City Comment Items

• Additional Comments ???



CSD Health Assessment and 
Environmental Justice Study

• The Baldwin Hills CSD Settlement Agreement requires that the County 
complete a Community Health Assessment of the communities 
surrounding the Inglewood Oil Field by June 2012 and additional 
assessments every five to seven years thereafter.

• The Community Health Assessment is to be completed by the County
Department of Public Health (DPH).

• DPH shall review other agency reports regarding air quality, water 
quality and seismic data where feasible.

• DPH shall analyze the information by socio-economic and demographic 
groups to reflect an environmental justice context. 

• DPH is developing a scope of work and study design for the upcoming 
cycle of the Health Assessment/Environmental Justice Study.



CSD Health Assessment and 
Environmental Justice Study

Settlement Agreement #5:
• Health Assessment and Environmental Justice Study. The County shall 

complete a Community Health Assessment of the communities surrounding 
the Oil Field which shall include an Environmental Justice component by 
June 2012 and ensure additional assessments are completed every five to 
seven years throughout the life of the CSD. In future Community Health 
Assessments, the County Department of Public Health ("Public HeaIth”) shall 
review other agencies' reports regarding air quality, water quality and seismic 
data, where feasible, in its assessment. Public Health will analyze the 
information by socio-economic and demographic data to accommodate and 
reflect an Environmental Justice component. The Community Health
Assessment shall include, but not be limited to, an analysis of cancer rates, 
mortality rates, birth outcomes and a survey of other pertinent health 
indicators. The County will consult with the CAP and the Health Working 
Group regarding the Community Health Assessment and consider 
reasonable comments by the CAP and the Health Working Group. Public 
Health will comply with all applicable state and federal requirements including 
Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and corresponding regulations, and 
California Government Code Section 11135 and corresponding regulations.



CSD Health Assessment and 
Environmental Justice Study



CSD Health Assessment and 
Environmental Justice Study

• What Questions Should the Health Assessment 
and Environmental Justice (HA/EJ) Study 
Address?

• Input on the HA/EJ Study can be submitted through the 
CSD Community Advisory Panel (CAP) or directly to 
Culver City IOF Project Manager, Melanie Traxler via 
email: mtraxlerpplus@aol.com

• Comments addressing the scope of work for the HA/EJ 
Study should be submitted by December 13, 2019. 



Updates on Inglewood Oil Field and Other 
Oil & Gas Related Issues

Baldwin Hills Community Standards District (CSD)
• Baldwin Hills CSD Community Advisory Panel 

(CAP) Meetings
• CSD 5-Year Periodic Review II
• County Department of Public Health’s CSD 

Health Assessment and Environmental Justice 
Study



Updates on Inglewood Oil Field and Other 
Oil & Gas Related Issues

Outside Agencies on Oil & Gas
• California Air Resources Board (CARB) – Study of 

Neighborhood Air near Petroleum Sources (SNAPS)
• Los Angeles County Department of Public Health (DPH) –

Community Health Improvement Plan (CHIP)
• Division of Oil, Gas and Geothermal Resources (DOGGR) 

– Underground Injection Compliance (UIC) Program
• DOGGR Regulations & Rulemaking Review



Updates on Inglewood Oil Field and Other Oil & 
Gas Related Issues

DPH Community Health Improvement Plan (CHIP)



Updates on Inglewood Oil Field and Other Oil & 
Gas Related Issues

DPH Community Health Improvement Plan (CHIP)



Updates on Inglewood Oil Field and Other 
Oil & Gas Related Issues

Outside Agencies on Oil & Gas
• California Air Resources Board (CARB) – Study of 

Neighborhood Air near Petroleum Sources (SNAPS)
• Los Angeles County Department of Public Health (DPH) –

Community Health Improvement Plan (CHIP)
• Division of Oil, Gas and Geothermal Resources (DOGGR) 

– Underground Injection Compliance (UIC) Program
• DOGGR Regulations & Rulemaking Review



Updates on Inglewood Oil Field and Other 
Oil & Gas Related Issues

Culver City Oil & Gas Programs
• Amortization Study
• Ongoing review of oil & gas regulations and 

administration



25

Amortization Study –
One of several informational components available 

to the City Council for decisions made related to 
the Inglewood Oil Field

• Existing Ordinance
• Existing Well History
• Draft Drilling Regulations
• Draft Specific Plan
• Draft Environmental Impact Report (EIR)
• + Amortization Study

Inform the City 
Council as 
future direction 
and regulation 
of the IOF 
come under 
consideration



Tentative Amortization Study Timeline

July 2019 Oct. 2019 Jan. 2020

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

Data Gathering & Base 
Case Development

Base Case Model & 
Validation

Base Case Calibration & 
Sensitivity Analysis

Report 
Preparation

Presentation & 
Consideration of  
Report Findings



Other News, Announcements & Next Steps


