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As 2019 comes to a close, the City of Culver City would like to update the community on 
our efforts and those of our stakeholders and legislators to address aircraft noise from 
frequent and low-flying aircraft under the Federal Aviation Administration’s (FAA) 
NextGen program. 
 
Culver City Legal Action with the City of Los Angeles Against the FAA 
 
In July 2019, the City of Culver City petitioned the Federal court to intervene in the June 
2019 lawsuit filed by the City of Los Angeles against the FAA, challenging the FAA’s 
failure to follow its own procedures, when it failed to consider the environmental impacts 
of new arrival routes published in May 2018. The court granted Culver City’s petition to 
intervene, which allowed the City to join the lawsuit.  The lawsuit is progressing, with 
briefing on the issues anticipated in early 2020.   
 
National League of Cities 
 
Vice Mayor Göran Eriksson serves as Co-Chair of the National League of Cities’ (NLC) 
Aviation Subcommittee of the Transportation and Infrastructure Committee. At the 
November 2019 NLC-City Summit, the Board of Directors passed a Resolution to 
Reduce the Economic, Noise and Health Impacts of Overflights of Cities from 
Implementation of NextGen’s Airspace Redesign.  The City of Culver City was 
instrumental in drafting this Resolution and looks forward to working with NLC on 
advocacy efforts in 2020. (Attached) 
 
Updates from the U.S. Senate 
 
The U.S. Senate Committee on Appropriations has funded the Departments of 
Transportation, and Housing and Urban Development, and related agencies for the 
fiscal year ending September 30, 2020. 
 
To address aircraft noise, the Committee directs the FAA to: 
  

1. Improve the development of flight procedures in ways that will consider public 
comment and reduce noise through procedure modification and dispersion to 
reduce the impact on local communities; and  

2. Provide a report to the House and Senate Committees on Appropriations within 
90 days of enactment of the FAA Reauthorization Act that details the efforts 
made by the FAA during the last two fiscal years to comply with Committee’s 
directives on this topic. 

 
Link to the U.S. Senate’s Transportation, and Housing and Urban Development, and 
Related Agencies Appropriations Bill, 2020 and Related Agencies Appropriation Bill, 
2020 

https://congress.gov/116/crpt/srpt109/CRPT-116srpt109.pdf
https://congress.gov/116/crpt/srpt109/CRPT-116srpt109.pdf
https://congress.gov/116/crpt/srpt109/CRPT-116srpt109.pdf
https://congress.gov/116/crpt/srpt109/CRPT-116srpt109.pdf
https://congress.gov/116/crpt/srpt109/CRPT-116srpt109.pdf
https://congress.gov/116/crpt/srpt109/CRPT-116srpt109.pdf
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Additionally, U.S. Senator Kamala Harris sent a letter (attached) to the FAA 
Administrator asking for a timeline on implementation of the provisions in last year’s 
FAA Reauthorization Act.  Senator Harris mentions Culver City as one of the cities that 
she has heard from on the NextGen issues.    
 
Updates from the U.S. House of Representatives 
 
The U.S. House of Representatives Committee shares the concerns of communities 
affected by aircraft noise and has urged the FAA to respond fully and completely to the 
requirements in the FAA Reauthorization Act pertaining to noise reduction.  
 
The FAA is required to: 
 

1. Study jet aircraft approach and takeoff speeds;  
2. Review how and when to engage airports and communities in performance-

based navigation proposals, updating airport noise exposure maps, and a study 
on the potential health and economic impact of overflight noise;  

3. Evaluate alternative metrics to the current Day Night Level (DNL) 65 standard 
4. Enter into an agreement with an institution of higher education to conduct a study 

on the health impacts of aircraft noise exposure;  
5. Deploy recently hired regional ombudsmen into communities; and 
6. Make noise data as widely and publicly available as practical. 

 
Link to the U.S. House of Representatives’ Departments of Transportation, and 
Housing, and Urban Development, and Related Agencies Appropriations Bill, 2020 
 

The Co-Chairs of the U.S. House of Representatives Quiet Skies Caucus sent a letter to 
FAA Administrator Stephen Dickson asking a number of questions on the 
implementation of last year’s FAA Reauthorization Act.  (Attached) 
 
LAX Community Noise Roundtable 
 
Los Angeles World Airports’ consultant is finalizing the North Downwind Arrival Proposal 
Analysis. This item is scheduled for presentation at the January 8, 2020 Regular 
Roundtable meeting.  Vice Mayor Eriksson continues to serve as the City’s 
representative on the Roundtable.  The public is encouraged to attend and learn more 
by visiting the LAX Community Noise Roundtable’s website. 
 
Upcoming Federal Advocate’s Presentation to City Council 
 
Since February 2018, the City Council LAX Ad-Hoc Subcommittee of Mayor Meghan 
Sahli-Wells and Vice Mayor Göran Eriksson, along with City staff, have been working 

https://congress.gov/116/crpt/hrpt106/CRPT-116hrpt106.pdf
https://congress.gov/116/crpt/hrpt106/CRPT-116hrpt106.pdf
https://congress.gov/116/crpt/hrpt106/CRPT-116hrpt106.pdf
https://congress.gov/116/crpt/hrpt106/CRPT-116hrpt106.pdf
https://www.lawa.org/en/lawa-environment/noise-management/lawa-noise-management-lax/community-noise-roundtable
https://www.lawa.org/en/lawa-environment/noise-management/lawa-noise-management-lax/community-noise-roundtable
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with Steve Palmer, Vice President of Van Scoyoc Associates.  Together, we’ve been 
working a strategic approach to address Culver City’s issues with NextGen in the 
context of the FAA, White House and Congressional Committees of Jurisdiction.  At the 
January 27, 2020 City Council Meeting, Mr. Palmer will provide the City Council with an 
update on the City’s federal priorities and ways he’s advancing Culver City’s important 
issues.  The Council Meeting takes place in the Mike Balkman Council Chambers at 
City Hall at 7 PM, and the public is invited to attend. 
 
Be sure to visit the City’s website on airplane noise to keep abreast of the City’s efforts 
to address NextGen-related noise impacts.  

https://www.culvercity.org/Home/Components/Topic/Topic/662/925
https://www.culvercity.org/Home/Components/Topic/Topic/662/925


 

NLC RESOLUTION #35 

[TIS Recommendation: Approve] 

REDUCE THE ECONOMIC, NOISE AND HEALTH IMPACTS OF OVERFLIGHTS OF 
CITIES FROM IMPLEMENTATION OF NEXTGEN’S AIRSPACE REDESIGN  

WHEREAS, the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) is implementing both a National 
Airspace Redesign—a multi-year initiative to review, redesign, and restructure the nation's 
airspace to meet the rapidly changing and increasing demands on the National Airspace System 
— and an Air Traffic Control System upgrade named “NextGen;” and 

WHEREAS, the NextGen System allows for aircraft to fly more closely together, both vertically 
and horizontally, during landing and takeoff, which has concentrated flight paths at low altitudes 
over residential areas of the U.S. with increased frequency; and 

WHEREAS, in some states, the FAA did not conduct Environmental Impact Studies that use a 
noise standard that accurately reflects the impact of NextGen routing over residential 
communities; and 

WHEREAS, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) Noise Control Act and the 
Clean Air Act Title IV- Noise Pollution indicate that aircraft and their turbojet engines are a 
source of noise and air pollution that require mitigation; and   

WHEREAS, problems related to noise include stress-related illnesses, high blood pressure, 
speech interference, hearing loss, sleep disruption, and lost productivity; and 

WHEREAS, frequent low flying aircraft increases risk on the ground and also adversely impacts 
economic development, property values, and the quality of life of residents;   

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the National League of Cites urges Congress 
and the FAA to reduce the economic, noise and health impacts of the implementation of 
NextGen’s Airspace Redesign and protect the public against NextGen-related impacts; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the NLC supports FAA’s goals of aircraft safety and 
security, and the full funding and implementation of the FAA Reauthorization Act, which includes 
the following major provision, among others: 

 “Mandates that the ongoing study of alternative noise measurements to the current 65 
decibel day-night average sound level (DNL) measurements be completed within one 
year”; and, 

 Immediate utilization of alternative single-event noise metrics, which are better suited to 
analyzing noise impacts over affected communities; and, 

 Acceleration of funding to NASA for research and development to address aviation noise, 
at its source—aircraft engines and airframes; and, 

 Continued vigilance to ensure that Congress and FAA take additional steps to reduce 
aircraft noise and enhance the quality of life for residents and citizens affected by 
overflights. 


















