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Report Detail: LA-00098
The Culver Studios

Citation information

Year: 1975

Title: Evaluation of the Archaeological Resources and Potential Impact of the Development of Baldwin Hills County Regional 
Park

Affliliation: University of California, Los Angeles Archaeological Survey

No. pages: 25

Database record metadata

Entered: 5/5/2008 jay

 Last modified: 8/6/2014 agarcia

IC actions:

Associated resources

General notes

Date User

Address:

Collections:

Disclosure:

Record status:

Location information

Author(s): Clewlow, William C. Jr.

Attributes: Archaeological, Field study

County(ies): Los Angeles

USGS quad(s): HOLLYWOOD, INGLEWOOD

Inventory size: 900 ac

No. maps:

Identifiers

Report No.: LA-00098

Other IDs:

Cross-refs:

Has informals:

No. resources: 0

PLSS:

Date User Action taken

5/6/2008 jay Appended records from old Surveys database.
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Report Detail: LA-00537
The Culver Studios

Citation information

Year: 1979

Title: Cultural Resources Assessment of the Proposed Culver City Park

Affliliation: Ancient Enterprises, Inc.

No. pages: 8

Database record metadata

Entered: 5/5/2008 jay

 Last modified: 8/6/2014 agarcia

IC actions:

Associated resources

General notes

Date User

Address:

Collections:

Disclosure:

Record status:

Location information

Author(s): Whitley, David S.

Attributes: Archaeological, Field study

County(ies): Los Angeles

USGS quad(s): BEVERLY HILLS

Inventory size:

No. maps:

Identifiers

Report No.: LA-00537

Other IDs:

Cross-refs:

Has informals:

No. resources: 0

PLSS:

Date User Action taken

5/6/2008 jay Appended records from old Surveys database.
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Report Detail: LA-02632
The Culver Studios

Citation information

Year: 1992

Title: Cultural Resources Assessment of the 67-acre Vista Pacifica Project Area, Cities of Culver City and Los Angeles ( 
Beverly Hills Quad), Los Angeles County, California

Affliliation: ARMC

No. pages: 10

Database record metadata

Entered: 5/5/2008 jay

 Last modified: 8/6/2014 agarcia

IC actions:

Associated resources

General notes

Date User

Address:

Collections:

Disclosure:

Record status:

Location information

Author(s): Demcak, Carol R.

Attributes: Archaeological, Field study

County(ies): Los Angeles

USGS quad(s): BEVERLY HILLS

Inventory size:

No. maps:

Identifiers

Report No.: LA-02632

Other IDs:

Cross-refs:

Has informals:

No. resources: 0

PLSS:

Date User Action taken

5/6/2008 jay Appended records from old Surveys database.
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Report Detail: LA-03506
The Culver Studios

Citation information

Year: 1963

Title: Ucas-1963-x2 Venice Boulevard, Route 163, Los Angeles County 

Affliliation: UCAS

No. pages:

Database record metadata

Entered: 5/5/2008 jay

 Last modified:

IC actions:

Associated resources

General notes

Date User

Address:

Collections:

Disclosure:

Record status:

Location information

Author(s): Sweet, R. K.

Attributes: Archaeological, Field study

County(ies): Los Angeles

USGS quad(s): BEVERLY HILLS, VENICE

Inventory size: 3 li mi

No. maps:

Identifiers

Report No.: LA-03506

Other IDs:

Cross-refs:

Has informals:

No. resources: 0

PLSS:

Date User Action taken

5/6/2008 jay Appended records from old Surveys database.
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Report Detail: LA-03524
The Culver Studios

Citation information

Year: 1965

Title: Ucas-073 Venice Boulevard 7-la-187, Los Angeles County 

Affliliation: UCAS

No. pages:

Database record metadata

Entered: 5/5/2008 jay

 Last modified:

IC actions:

Associated resources

General notes

Date User

Address:

Collections:

Disclosure:

Record status:

Location information

Author(s): Chartkoff, Joe and Kerry Chartkoff

Attributes: Archaeological, Field study

County(ies): Los Angeles

USGS quad(s): BEVERLY HILLS, HOLLYWOOD

Inventory size: 2.74 li mi

No. maps:

Identifiers

Report No.: LA-03524

Other IDs:

Cross-refs:

Has informals:

No. resources: 0

PLSS:

Date User Action taken

5/6/2008 jay Appended records from old Surveys database.
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Report Detail: LA-03673
The Culver Studios

Citation information

Year: 1987

Title: Historic Property Survey Report North Outfall Relief Sewer (nors) 

Affliliation: Myra L. Frank & Associates

No. pages: 45

Database record metadata

Entered: 5/5/2008 jay

 Last modified: 7/20/2009 mgalaz

IC actions:

Associated resources

General notes

Date User

Address:

Collections:

Disclosure:

Record status:

Location information

Author(s): Anonymous

Attributes: Archaeological, Field study, Other research

County(ies): Los Angeles

USGS quad(s): BEVERLY HILLS, HOLLYWOOD, INGLEWOOD, VENICE

Inventory size: Unknown

No. maps:

Identifiers

Report No.: LA-03673

Other IDs:

Cross-refs:

Has informals:

No. resources: 7

PLSS:

Date User Action taken

5/6/2008 jay Appended records from old Surveys database.

7/20/2009 mgalaz addes sites to list.

Primary No. Trinomial Name

P-19-150439 Sybil Furthman Residence
P-19-150440 Knaster Furniture Factory
P-19-150441 Westchester Lutheran School
P-19-150442 Broadway Dept Store
P-19-150443 Spencer Residence
P-19-150444 Ferro Composites
P-19-150445 Korner Deli Restaurant
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Report Detail: LA-06132
The Culver Studios

Citation information

Year: 2001

Title: Cultural Resource Assessment Cingular Wireless Facility No. Sm 133-09 Los Angeles County, California 

Affliliation: LSA Associates, Inc.

No. pages:

Database record metadata

Entered: 5/5/2008 jay

 Last modified:

IC actions:

Associated resources

General notes
NR 97000296 is .5 mile from facility (Culver Hotel) 19-186673

Date User

Address:

Collections:

Disclosure:

Record status:

Location information

Author(s): Duke, Curt

Attributes: Archaeological, Field study

County(ies): Los Angeles

USGS quad(s): BEVERLY HILLS

Inventory size: .25 ac

No. maps:

Identifiers

Report No.: LA-06132

Other IDs:

Cross-refs:

Has informals:

No. resources: 0

PLSS:

Date User Action taken

5/6/2008 jay Appended records from old Surveys database.
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Report Detail: LA-09453
The Culver Studios

Citation information

Year: 2009

Title: Exposition Corridor Transit Project Phase 2  Archaeological Survey Report

Affliliation: EDAW, Inc.

No. pages: 100

Database record metadata

Entered: 9/16/2008 tshackford

 Last modified: 12/6/2011 mgalaz

IC actions:

Associated resources

General notes

Date User

Address:

Collections: Unknown

Disclosure: Not for publication

Record status:

Location information

Author(s): Ehringer, Candice and Strauss, Monica

Attributes: Archaeological, Field study

County(ies): Los Angeles

USGS quad(s): BEVERLY HILLS

Inventory size:

No. maps:

Identifiers

Report No.: LA-09453

Other IDs:

Cross-refs:

Has informals:

No. resources: 1

PLSS:

Primary No. Trinomial Name

P-19-003803 CA-LAN-003803H Santa Monica Air Line Segment

Page 8 of 13 SCCIC 12/23/2014 11:22:48 AM



Report Detail: LA-11183
The Culver Studios

Citation information

Year: 2006

Title: A Phase I Archaeological Study for the Culver City Park Skate Park Project, Culver City, California

Affliliation: Patricia A. Mooney

No. pages: 20

Database record metadata

Entered: 11/8/2011 agarcia

 Last modified: 8/7/2014 agarcia

IC actions:

Associated resources

General notes

Date User

Address:

Collections: Yes

Disclosure: Not for publication

Record status:

Location information

Author(s): Boxt, Matthew A.

Attributes: Archaeological, Field study

County(ies): Los Angeles

USGS quad(s): BEVERLY HILLS

Inventory size:

No. maps:

Identifiers

Report No.: LA-11183

Other IDs:

Cross-refs:

Has informals:

No. resources: 7

PLSS:

Primary No. Trinomial Name

P-19-000053 CA-LAN-000053 Farragut Drive School Site
P-19-000055 CA-LAN-000055 Shulene #1
P-19-000056 CA-LAN-000056 Rozaire #1
P-19-000057 CA-LAN-000057 Lindberg Park Site
P-19-000058 CA-LAN-000058 Machado Site
P-19-000066 CA-LAN-000066 Malcolm Farmer's Playa del Rey
P-19-000068 CA-LAN-000068 Malcolm Farmer's Baldwin Hills 

Address City Assessor's parcel no. Zip code

Culver City

Page 9 of 13 SCCIC 12/23/2014 11:22:49 AM



Report Detail: LA-11184
The Culver Studios

Citation information

Year: 2008

Title: Exposition Corridor Project Phase 2 (FTA 070320A), Request for Concurrence--Detailed Reconnaissance Survey

Affliliation: Exposition Metro Line Construction Authority

No. pages: 75

Database record metadata

Entered: 11/3/2011 lnoyes

 Last modified: 11/3/2011 lnoyes

IC actions:

Associated resources

General notes

Date User

Address:

Collections:

Disclosure:

Record status:

Location information

Author(s): Born, Monica

Attributes: Excavation

County(ies): Los Angeles

USGS quad(s): BEVERLY HILLS

Inventory size:

No. maps:

Identifiers

Report No.: LA-11184

Other IDs:

Cross-refs:

Has informals:

No. resources: 0

PLSS:

Page 10 of 13 SCCIC 12/23/2014 11:22:49 AM



Report Detail: LA-11305
The Culver Studios

Citation information

Year: 2009

Title: Historical Resources Evaluation Report for the Exposition Corridor Transit Project Phase 2, Los Angeles County, 
California

Affliliation: EDAW, Inc.

No. pages: 283

Associated resources

General notes

Address:

Collections: No

Disclosure: Not for publication

Location information

Author(s): Meiser, M.K.

Attributes: Architectural/historical, Evaluation

County(ies): Los Angeles

USGS quad(s):

Inventory size:

No. maps:

Identifiers

Report No.: LA-11305

Other IDs:

Cross-refs:

Has informals:

No. resources: 25

PLSS:

Primary No. Trinomial Name

P-19-162271 Los Angeles Pacific Co, Ivy Sub
P-19-177851 Dr Nathaniel Huns House
P-19-178087 528 Colorado Ave
P-19-189750 Motor Ave & National Blvd Bridg
P-19-189751 1920 Olympic Blvd
P-19-189752 1301 Olynpic  Blvd
P-19-189753 2431 Corinth Ave
P-19-189754 1804 Colorado Ave
P-19-189755 1706 21st St
P-19-189756 1625 20th St
P-19-189757 2200 Wellesley Ave
P-19-189758 9813 Venice Blvd
P-19-189759 Culver City Masonic Lodge #467
P-19-189760 10966 Venice Blvd
P-19-189761 Citizens State Bank
P-19-189762 3801-3803 Tilden Ave, 11030-11
P-19-189763 W J Sloan Warehouse
P-19-189764 Westdale Savings & Loan
P-19-189765 2527-2531 S Sepulveda Blvd
P-19-189766 Kelbo's Hawaiian Barbeque
P-19-189767 12414 Exposition Blvd
P-19-189768 11928 Exposition Blvd
P-19-189769 11156 Charnock Rd
P-19-189770 Sears Roebuck & Co Automotiv
P-19-189771 Sears Roebuck & Co Bldg
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Report Detail: LA-11305
The Culver Studios

Database record metadata

Entered: 12/9/2011 agarcia

 Last modified: 8/7/2014 agarcia

IC actions:

Date User

Record status:
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Report Detail: LA-11793
The Culver Studios

Citation information

Year: 2009

Title: Addendum to the Historical Resources Evaluation Report and Archeological Survey Report for Project Changes and 
Design Options the Exposition Corridor Transit Project Phase 2, Los Angeles County, California

Affliliation: Exposition Metro Line Construction Authority

No. pages: 28

Database record metadata

Entered: 10/3/2012 lnoyes

 Last modified: 10/3/2012 lnoyes

IC actions:

Associated resources

General notes

Date User

Address:

Collections:

Disclosure:

Record status:

Location information

Author(s): Meiser, M.K.

Attributes: Architectural/historical, Evaluation

County(ies): Los Angeles

USGS quad(s): BEVERLY HILLS

Inventory size:

No. maps:

Identifiers

Report No.: LA-11793

Other IDs:

Cross-refs:

Has informals:

No. resources: 4

PLSS:

Primary No. Trinomial Name

P-19-190024 11150 Exposition Blvd
P-19-190025 11158 Exposition Blvd
P-19-190026 11170 Exposition Blvd
P-19-190027 3401 Exposition Blvd
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Report List

Report No. Year Title AffiliationAuthor(s) ResourcesOther IDs

The Culver Studios

LA-00098 1975 Evaluation of the Archaeological Resources 
and Potential Impact of the Development of 
Baldwin Hills County Regional Park

University of California, Los 
Angeles Archaeological 
Survey

Clewlow, William C. Jr.

LA-00537 1979 Cultural Resources Assessment of the 
Proposed Culver City Park

Ancient Enterprises, Inc.Whitley, David S.

LA-02632 1992 Cultural Resources Assessment of the 67-
acre Vista Pacifica Project Area, Cities of 
Culver City and Los Angeles ( Beverly Hills 
Quad), Los Angeles County, California

ARMCDemcak, Carol R.

LA-03506 1963 Ucas-1963-x2 Venice Boulevard, Route 163, 
Los Angeles County 

UCASSweet, R. K.

LA-03524 1965 Ucas-073 Venice Boulevard 7-la-187, Los 
Angeles County 

UCASChartkoff, Joe and Kerry 
Chartkoff

LA-03673 1987 Historic Property Survey Report North Outfall 
Relief Sewer (nors) 

Myra L. Frank & AssociatesAnonymous 19-150439, 19-150440, 19-150441, 
19-150442, 19-150443, 19-150444, 
19-150445

LA-06132 2001 Cultural Resource Assessment Cingular 
Wireless Facility No. Sm 133-09 Los Angeles 
County, California 

LSA Associates, Inc.Duke, Curt

LA-09453 2009 Exposition Corridor Transit Project Phase 2  
Archaeological Survey Report

EDAW, Inc.Ehringer, Candice and 
Strauss, Monica

19-003803

LA-11183 2006 A Phase I Archaeological Study for the 
Culver City Park Skate Park Project, Culver 
City, California

Patricia A. MooneyBoxt, Matthew A. 19-000053, 19-000055, 19-000056, 
19-000057, 19-000058, 19-000066, 
19-000068

LA-11184 2008 Exposition Corridor Project Phase 2 (FTA 
070320A), Request for Concurrence--
Detailed Reconnaissance Survey

Exposition Metro Line 
Construction Authority

Born, Monica

LA-11305 2009 Historical Resources Evaluation Report for 
the Exposition Corridor Transit Project Phase 
2, Los Angeles County, California

EDAW, Inc.Meiser, M.K. 19-162271, 19-177851, 19-178087, 
19-189750, 19-189751, 19-189752, 
19-189753, 19-189754, 19-189755, 
19-189756, 19-189757, 19-189758, 
19-189759, 19-189760, 19-189761, 
19-189762, 19-189763, 19-189764, 
19-189765, 19-189766, 19-189767, 
19-189768, 19-189769, 19-189770, 
19-189771
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Report List

Report No. Year Title AffiliationAuthor(s) ResourcesOther IDs

The Culver Studios

LA-11793 2009 Addendum to the Historical Resources 
Evaluation Report and Archeological Survey 
Report for Project Changes and Design 
Options the Exposition Corridor Transit 
Project Phase 2, Los Angeles County, 
California

Exposition Metro Line 
Construction Authority

Meiser, M.K. 19-190024, 19-190025, 19-190026, 
19-190027

Page 2 of 2 SCCIC 12/23/2014 11:21:07 AM



Resource Detail: P-19-150323
The Culver Studios

P-19-150323

Identifying information

Primary No.:

Trinomial:

Attributes

General notes

Other IDs:

Recording events

Associated reports

Location information

County: Los Angeles

Address:

Database record metadata

Entered: 5/1/2008 jay

 Last modified: 5/31/2012 mgalaz

 IC actions:

Date User

Collections: No

Management status

Cross-refs:

Disclosure: Unrestricted

Culver HotelName:

Resource type:

Age:

Information base:

Accession no(s):

Facility:

PLSS:

UTMs:

Record status:

Building

Historic

Other

HP05 (Hotel/motel)Attribute codes:

USGS quad(s): BEVERLY HILLS

Type Name

OHP Property Numb 073799

Resource Name Culver Hotel

Other Hunt Hotel

Date Recorder(s) Affiliation Notes

1/2/1997

Address City Assessor's parcel no. Zip code

9400 Culver Blvd Culver City 90232

Date User Action taken

5/1/2008 jay Appended records from Encodent database.

Page 1 of 8 SCCIC 12/23/2014 11:20:30 AM



Resource Detail: P-19-162271
The Culver Studios

P-19-162271

Identifying information

Primary No.:

Trinomial:

Attributes

General notes

Other IDs:

Recording events

Associated reports

Location information

County: Los Angeles

Address:

Database record metadata

Entered: 9/16/2010 mgalaz

 Last modified: 10/20/201 sstjames

 IC actions:

Date User

Collections: No

Management status

Cross-refs:

Disclosure: Unrestricted

Los Angeles Pacific Co, Ivy SubstationName:

Resource type:

Age:

Information base:

Accession no(s):

Facility:

PLSS:

UTMs:

Record status:

Building

Historic

Other

HP04 (Ancillary building); HP09 (Public utility building); HP10 (Theater)Attribute codes:

USGS quad(s): BEVERLY HILLS

Type Name

OHP Property Numb 021226

Resource Name Los Angeles Pacific Co, Ivy Substation

Other Pacific Electric RR Co Culver Substation

Voided 19-167271

Date Recorder(s) Affiliation Notes

David G. Cameron Electric Railway Historical 
Association of Southern 
California

1/20/1981 National Register of Historic 
Places Inventory-Nomination 
Form

M. K. Meiser EDAW, Inc6/5/2008 DPR Forms

Report No. Year Title Affiliation

2009 Historical Resources Evaluation Report for the 
Exposition Corridor Transit Project Phase 2, 
Los Angeles County, California

LA-11305 EDAW, Inc.

Address City Assessor's parcel no. Zip code

9015 Venice Blvd Los Angeles 4206-034-906

Date User Action taken

9/16/2010 mgalaz lnoyes-entered

12/6/2011 mgalaz Updated.

See also 19-167271
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Resource Detail: P-19-177336
The Culver Studios

P-19-177336

Identifying information

Primary No.:

Trinomial:

Attributes

General notes

Other IDs:

Recording events

Associated reports

Location information

County: Los Angeles

Address:

Database record metadata

Entered: 9/3/2008

 Last modified: 7/10/2012 mgalaz

 IC actions:

Date User

Collections:

Management status

Cross-refs:

Disclosure: Unrestricted

Culver City StudioName:

Resource type:

Age:

Information base:

Accession no(s):

Facility:

PLSS:

UTMs:

Record status:

Building

Historic

Other

HP06 (1-3 story commercial building)Attribute codes:

USGS quad(s): BEVERLY HILLS

Type Name

OHP Property Numb 028012

Resource Name Culver City Studio

Other Desilu Studios

Other Thomas Ince Studio

Other Selznick Studio

Other DeMille Studio

Date Recorder(s) Affiliation Notes

Smith, Dennis, Tom Sitton Natural History Museum11/1/1976

Address City Assessor's parcel no. Zip code

9336 Washington Blvd Culver City

Date User Action taken

9/3/2008 jay Appended data from Encodent database (standalone historics table; not in 
Sites-All)
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Resource Detail: P-19-177338
The Culver Studios

P-19-177338

Identifying information

Primary No.:

Trinomial:

Attributes

General notes

Other IDs:

Recording events

Associated reports

Location information

County: Los Angeles

Address:

Database record metadata

Entered: 1/27/2011 mgalaz

 Last modified: 10/9/2012 sstjames

 IC actions:

Date User

Collections:

Management status

Cross-refs:

Disclosure: Unrestricted

Citizen Publishing Co BldgName:

Resource type:

Age:

Information base:

Accession no(s):

Facility:

PLSS:

UTMs:

Record status:

Building

Historic

Other

HP06 (1-3 story commercial building)Attribute codes:

USGS quad(s): BEVERLY HILLS

Type Name

OHP Property Numb 028014

Resource Name Citizen Publishing Co Bldg

Date Recorder(s) Affiliation Notes

C . A. Anderson5/19/1986

Address City Assessor's parcel no. Zip code

9355 Culver Blvd Culver City
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Resource Detail: P-19-180748
The Culver Studios

P-19-180748

Identifying information

Primary No.:

Trinomial:

Attributes

General notes

Other IDs:

Recording events

Associated reports

Location information

County: Los Angeles

Address:

Database record metadata

Entered: 9/3/2008

 Last modified: 12/22/201 sstjames

 IC actions:

Date User

Collections: No

Management status

Cross-refs:

Disclosure: Unrestricted

Washington BldgName:

Resource type:

Age:

Information base:

Accession no(s):

Facility:

PLSS:

UTMs:

Record status:

Building

Historic

Other

HP06 (1-3 story commercial building)Attribute codes:

USGS quad(s): BEVERLY HILLS

Type Name

OHP Property Numb 073357

Resource Name Washington Bldg

Other Flatiron Bldg

Date Recorder(s) Affiliation Notes

C Anderson11/9/1989

Address City Assessor's parcel no. Zip code

9720 Washington Blvd Culver City

Date User Action taken

9/3/2008 jay Appended data from Encodent database (standalone historics table; not in 
Sites-All)

Page 5 of 8 SCCIC 12/23/2014 11:20:31 AM



Resource Detail: P-19-186673
The Culver Studios

P-19-186673

Identifying information

Primary No.:

Trinomial:

Attributes

General notes

Other IDs:

Recording events

Associated reports

Location information

County: Los Angeles

Address:

Database record metadata

Entered: 5/1/2008 jay

 Last modified: 7/25/2012 sstjames

 IC actions:

Date User

Collections:

Management status

Cross-refs:

Disclosure: Unrestricted

Pacific Bell Switch BldgName:

Resource type:

Age:

Information base:

Accession no(s):

Facility:

PLSS:

UTMs:

Record status:

Building

Historic

Other

HP09 (Public utility building)Attribute codes:

USGS quad(s): BEVERLY HILLS

Type Name

Resource Name Pacific Bell Switch Bldg

Date Recorder(s) Affiliation Notes

J. Marvin LSA11/19/2001

Address City Assessor's parcel no. Zip code

3847 Cardiff Ave Culver City 4207-001-801

Date User Action taken

5/1/2008 jay Appended records from Encodent database.
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Resource Detail: P-19-187805
The Culver Studios

P-19-187805

Identifying information

Primary No.:

Trinomial:

Attributes

General notes

Other IDs:

Recording events

Associated reports

Location information

County: Los Angeles

Address:

Database record metadata

Entered: 9/3/2008

 Last modified: 6/12/2012 agarcia

 IC actions:

Date User

Collections:

Management status

Cross-refs:

Disclosure: Unrestricted

Ballona Creek Flood Control ChannelName:

Resource type:

Age:

Information base:

Accession no(s):

Facility:

PLSS:

UTMs:

Record status:

Structure

Historic

Other

HP20 (Canal/aqueduct)Attribute codes:

USGS quad(s): BEVERLY HILLS, HOLLYWOOD, VENICE

Type Name

OHP Property Numb 162277

Resource Name Ballona Creek Flood Control Channel

Other 07-LA-1-KP 48.9/49.4  EA166061

Date Recorder(s) Affiliation Notes

D. Kane Caltrans8/15/2000

Date User Action taken

9/3/2008 jay Appended data from Encodent database (standalone historics table; not in 
Sites-All)
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Resource Detail: P-19-189759
The Culver Studios

P-19-189759

Identifying information

Primary No.:

Trinomial:
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EXISTING CONDITIONS 
 
The Culver Studio site today consists of approximately twenty acres of land in downtown 
Culver City. Thomas H. Ince initially purchased these twenty acres in 1918 as the main 
studio site with administrative offices and filming and production capability, plus an 
additional forty-acre back lot behind the main studio site for filming. The most prominent 
structures at this site are massive production stages. Other significant structures consist of 
administrative offices and production support services.  
 
Brief History 
 
Ownership  
 
There have been multiple owners of The Culver Studios over the last eight decades. 
Originally developed by Thomas H. Ince in 1918, this became the second major motion 
picture concern in Culver City. After Ince’s sudden death in 1924, his widow sold the 
studio to Cecil B. DeMille. From February 1925 through 1927, DeMille ran the Culver 
Studio site, overseeing the first large-scale site renovations, including construction of the 
DeMille Theatre. In 1928 a conglomerate of several companies, known as RKO, took 
over the studio lot, and by the end of 1930 two of the subsidiaries merged to form RKO-
Pathe’ studios. Another round of site renovations were initiated throughout the RKO-
Pathe’ studio era. Selznick International Studios leased the entire site from 1935 to 1946, 
although it was still held by RKO-Pathe’; more renovations were commenced during 
Selznick’s leadership at the studio site.  
 
When Selznick International suspended operations, RKO-Pathe once again ran the studio 
site, leasing space to Selznick’s new Vanguard pictures company, amongst other various 
independent production companies.  Howard Hughes 
bought the studio site in 1950, leasing out the space for 
productions. Following Hughes’ ownership, Desilu 
productions purchased the site in 1957. After several 
owners in the intervening years, the studio was acquired by 
Columbia Pictures Entertainment Inc. in 1991, followed by 
the most recent ownership change of The Culver Studios in 
April 2004. 
 
Site Development 
 
Paralleling the contraction and expansion of the lot acreage, 
the main studio site underwent a variety of configurations, 
consistent with motion picture studio lots during this time.  
A small land addition was made to the main studio site in 
the early years of the studio site. Sometime between 1929 
and 1931, RKO acquired several parcels of land on the 
western edge of the main studio site, according to a Sanborn 

Figure 1: Aerial View, during 
Ince Studio Era. Photo courtesy 

of Bison Archives, 2005. 
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map from 1929 and an aerial photograph dated 1931.  
 
A requisite component of the motion picture production studios are the back lots, where 
different scene backdrops and sets were built for filming purposes. The old back lot 
connected with present-day Culver Studios covered forty acres south of the main studio 
lot. It was best known as the site where Atlanta burned during filming of “Gone with the 
Wind”. As the 
needs of the 
motion industry 
evolved, the 
owners  of the 
studio site (Perfect 
Film and 
Chemical) sold off 
the back lot in 
1968.  
 
 
Major Periods of Renovation 
 
Thomas H. Ince’s studio initiation was followed by three phases of development. Exhibit 
E, located at the end of this document, shows the site layout of the 1924 Sanborn map. 
An aerial photograph depicting the studio layout at this time is provided in Figure 1: 
Aerial View, during Ince Studio Era. 
 
When DeMille took over the site in early 1925, the first massive site renovations were 
initiated. He re-oriented the existing glass stages and moved numerous office bungalows 

and production service buildings. To 
match production needs, Stage 2 
(now known as Stages 2/3/4), four 
new double-barrelled projection 
rooms and seven new cutting rooms 
were added to the studio site. See 
Exhibit F for a site plan during this 
studio era.  
 
The second significant period of 
renovations on the site began in 1930 
with the merging of two companies to 
form the RKO-Pathe’ Studio. Figure 
3 Aerial Photograph, RKO Studio 
Era displays the site design at this 
time. In 1929 talking movie 
technology brought a change to the 
motion picture industry, which 
involved different methods of 

Figure 2:  Back Lot (located at right side of photo). Photo courtesy of Bison Archives, 

Figure 3: Aerial Photograph, RKO Studio Era. Photo courtesy 

of Bison Archives, 2005. 
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production and a rise in consumer demand for movies. The new production company 
adapted to this innovation by constructing two large stage facilities (now known as 
Stages 7/8/9 and Stages 11/12/14) and several production service buildings.  
 
During David O. Selznick’s tenure at the site from 1935-1946, the site was almost 
completely built out, as seen in Figure 4: Aerial Photograph, Selznick Studio. Two 
significant bungalows (Building S & T) and one addition to Building D facing 

Washington Blvd. were constructed 
during this time; the last stage facility 
(Stages 15/16) was erected in 1940, 
which expanded the production 
capability of Stages 11/12/14. The 
development on the main studio site 
at this time most closely resembles its 
current configuration in site layout 
and scale. Exhibit A Existing Site 
Plan adequately illustrates this site 
layout.  
 
To fully illustrate the growth of the 
studio during the period of 
significance, Exhibit H Existing Site 
Plan, Coded by Studio Era has the 
buildings and structures labeled 
according to studio era constructed.   

 
Site Description 
 
Comprised of a variety of buildings, some retaining a high degree of integrity in design 
and utilization, reflective of both the historic and contemporary uses on The Culver 
Studios lot. These structures are the defining features of the potential Culver Studios 
historic district. Each illustrates the types of activity required for a functioning studio lot: 
stages for film production; office buildings for administrative functions; dressing rooms 
for production support; support buildings for activities including set design, storage and 
power; and a commissary for service functions.  
 
Offices and administrative uses are located predominantly at the front northern portion 
and the southwestern portion of the studio lot. Stages run the along the central spine of 
the studio lot from a mid-northern point to the back of the lot, in some locations forming 
the western boundary line. Support and service buildings line the front portion of the 
studio boundary along Ince Blvd, with some interspersed around the studio lot. 
 
The studio lot consists of one major thoroughfare running north-south from the 
Administration Building area at the front of the lot back to Building Y, connecting 
smaller internal pathways on the lot. Circulation within the studio lot evolved as building 
placement and studio access changed. 

Figure 4: Aerial Photograph, Selznick Studio Era. Photo 

courtesy of Bison Archives, 2005. 
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Established by the innovative site design of Thomas H. Ince and the subsequent 
renovations, The Culver Studios’ spatial relationship between the types of buildings and 
structures remains relatively unchanged: demolition and new construction, with few 
exceptions, has occurred in the same location with similar uses.  
 
The front lawn remains the major landscape feature on the relatively flat Culver Studios 
site.  Amongst the various modifications at the Culver Studios site, this notable aspect has 
been consistently maintained. Several small additions such as fencing, signage and 
pathways were added to the lawn area as stewardship of the site evolved.  A significant 
attribute to the historic viewscape of the studio site from Washington Blvd., the lawn 
reinforces the historic character of the studio site by maintaining the relationship between 
the studio buildings and the surrounding neighborhood, a relationship instituted during 
the initial site planning phase.  
 
Perimeter Boundary 
 
The Culver Studios property line follows an irregular rectangular outline, defined by a 
combination of gates, walls, fences and buildings. Beginning at Gate #1 in the northwest 
point of the studio lot, the line moves northerly along Washington Blvd. and then 
northeasterly following Ince Blvd. The southeasterly property line and most of the 
property line on the southwestern side abut residential property, with exception the small 
portion on the southwestern side extending to Van Buren Place. A site map is provided in 
Exhibit A.  
 
Four gates provide ingress and egress to the studio site – one on Washington Blvd. (Gate 
#1) and three on Ince Blvd. (Gates #2, 3 and 4). A low exposed brick wall and posts, 
enclosed with painted wood lattice rails, fence gates #1, 2 and 3; Gate #4 is a chain-link 
fence attached to a tall painted brick forming the boundary along Ince Blvd. Along 
Washington Blvd., a similar brick and wood fence bounds the front lawn, which 
represents the northerly property line of the studio lot.  
 
Buildings D, E, J, L, O, Y and Stages 7/8/9 and 10 are situated at the property line, 
abutting the sidewalk on Ince Blvd., forming the perimeter boundary without fences or 
walls. A tall stucco wall outlines the remainder of the perimeter boundary at southeastern 
and southwestern edges of the studio lot, a majority of which abuts residential uses. 
Several parcels were annexed during the RKO ownership along the southwesterly edge 
which extend the studio perimeter to Van Buren Pl; this portion, which houses five 
bungalows and surface parking, is enclosed by a tall painted brick wall with two wood 
access doors.  
 
Neighborhood Context 
 
Culver City’s built form is an amalgamation of different uses and architectural styles, and 
the studio site remains as one of the oldest sites and one of the most visually prominent in 
the city. In the year of the studio’s inception, 1918, the neighborhood surrounding the 
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studio site witnessed a modicum of commercial and residential development.  Sanborn 
Fire Insurance maps and aerial photography indicate the neighborhood surrounding the 
studio site became progressively denser with residential, commercial and institutional 
developments, commensurate with the population growth in Culver City over this time. 
Culver Studios’ site boundary, including the buildings lining the exterior, were 
established within the period of significance over fifty years ago. Thus, the 
interrelationship between the studio site and the neighborhood evolved as the as the 
surrounding neighborhood was developed during the past century.
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Buildings and Structures 
 
Organization by Studio Era  
 
The multiple changes in ownership invoked numerous modifications in site 
configuration, involving re-location of existing structures, new construction and 
demolition of offices and stages, and alterations of existing structures. Table 1 
Organization by Studio Era, below, organizes the extant and demolished buildings and 
structures according to the era of studio ownership through the end of 1946, when 
Selznick International Pictures suspended operations and ended the lease on the RKO-
Pathe’-owned studio lot.  
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Table 1. Organization by Studio Era 
 
Studio Era Building/ Structure Name 
Ince (1918-1925)  

Extant Administration Building (Building C) 
 Building D (original southern portion) 
 Building E 
 Building J (Mill) 
 Building O (originally Stage No. 3) 
 Building U (re-located?) 
 Building V (re-located?) 
 Stage 10 (re-located) 
 Gate #2 (original Gate #1) 
 Gate #3 
 Gate #4 

Demolished Building A 
 Building F 
 Stage 1 (glass stage) 
 *Stage 2 (glass stage), later known as Stage 5 & Bldg P 

& re-located 
 Pool (original capacity) 
 Water tower 
 Paint shop 
DeMille (1925-1928)  

Extant DeMille Theatre 
 Building H (re-located) 
 Building I (re-located) 
 Building L 
 Building N 
 Building R 
 Building W 
 Stages 2/3/4 (originally built as Stage 2) 

Demolished Stage 4, later known as Bldg Q 
RKO-Pathe’ (1928-1935)  

Extant Building X 
 Building Y 
 Building Z 
 Stages 7/8/9 
 Stages 11/12/14 

Demolished Building B 
 Building G 
 Building K 

 Building M 
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Studio Era Building/ Structure Name 
Selznick (1935-1946)  

Extant Building D (additional northern portion) 
 Building S 
 Building T 
 Stages 15/16 
Structures Built Since 1988  
 Building P 
 Stages 5 & 6 
 New Commissary 
 Gate #1 
 Elevator Shaft 
 
  
Since the 1987 Survey conducted by Thirtieth Street Architects, Inc. (Survey) some 
reorganization at the studio site has occurred, including demolitions and building re-
locations. Table 1 Organization by Studio Era lists the extant and demolished buildings 
and structures according to the studio era of construction. Two site plans located at the 
end of this document accompany this discussion; they are titled Exhibit C Changes Since 
1987 Historic Survey and Exhibit D Building Demolition Since 1987. 
 
The Survey identified eight structures built during the Ince studio era. Of these six are 
extant; the two demolished include the original glass Stage 1 and Building F. Three 
entrance gates to the studio site date from this period, yet were not included in the 
Survey; the three gates are located along Ince Blvd. and are currently labeled Gates #2, 
#3, and #4.  
 
Since the Survey no buildings or structures dating from the DeMille studio era have been 
demolished, but two have been re-located. Buildings H & I were moved from their 
original location on the site to accommodate new development in the late 1980s.  
 
Nine buildings and structures built during 1928 until 1935 were surveyed in 1987. 
Approximately half of these (five out of nine) dating from this RKO-Pathe’ studio era 
identified in the Survey remain in existence. Four buildings -- B, G, K, M -- have been 
demolished since the Survey. 
 
No buildings or structures constructed during the Selznick studio era and identified in the 
Survey have been demolished since that time; four structures are extant on the site.  
 
Other Structures 
 
Two buildings dating from the period of significance were not evaluated in the Survey, 
yet remain integral components of the site history. Stage 10 was re-located to its current 
position adjacent to Building Y in 1940 during the Selznick studio era. Originally used as 
a “trick gallery”, the use shifted at the same time of re-location to a Stage. Both of these 
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activities date to the period of significance and are consistent with the interchangeable 
nature of structures on studio sites. Building W, constructed during the DeMille studio 
era as dressing rooms, has retained a high degree of integrity in use, in location and in 
exterior appearance. These two structures have been evaluated for integrity and 
determined to be contributors to a potential historic district.   
 
The three gates located along Ince Blvd. are part of the original studio development. 
Gates #2 and #4 do not retain original integrity. A new security booth was installed and a 
driveway was re-configured at current Gate #2, the main visitor entrance. Gate #4 does 
not retain the original gate fencing. What is currently Gate #3 was the original main 
entrance to the studio; the structure, defined by the (original) walls and the space of the 
gate opening, maintains its integrity.  
 
Site Development Since 1987 
 
New construction in the late 1980s involved some demolition of buildings and structures 
from the period of significance; the new ones are used for essential studio functions but 
are not historically significant. Exhibit D Building Demolition Since 1987 accompanies 
this section. GTG Entertainment (site owners at the time) completed an extensive 
renovation agenda in 1988-89, which included a new entrance gate for employees (Gate 
#1) leading to the site from Washington Blvd., a new underground parking structure 
situated south of the Administration Building, and other accessory construction on site. 
At this time, Stage 1 and Building P (original glass and muslin stages), the editing facility 
(Building F) and a warehouse (Building Q) were demolished to accommodate the new 
facilities. Also, the pool that had been filled in sometime during the 1960s was 
discovered during excavation for the underground parking; it was subsequently removed. 
These buildings and structures built during this time are non-contributors to a potential 
historic district: Gate #1; new Building P; Stages 5 & 6; and elevator shaft.  
 
Categorization by Use and Property Type 
 
The individual components of studio lots can be categorized into six general areas: 
stages; administrative; dressing rooms/ bungalows; process; support; service. In Table 2. 
Studio Use by Property Type, below, all extant structures as of 2005 are organized 
according to historic use by property type. The 1987 ranking is included, if applicable, 
and the individual contributor status to a potential historic district is identified.  
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Table 2. Studio Use by Property Type 
 

Use by Property 
Type (historic) 

Building/ 
Structure Name 

Studio Era 
1987 
Ranking 

Contributor 
Y/N 

Stages  Stage 2/3/4 DeMille A+ Y 
 Stage 5 & 6 GTG (1988) N/A N 
 Stage 7/8/9 RKO-Pathe’ A+ Y 
 Stage 10 Ince (re-located) ** Y 
 Stage 11/12/14 RKO-Pathe’ A+ Y 
 Stage 15/16 Selznick A+ Y 
     

Administrativea Building C Ince A+ Y 
 DeMille Theatre DeMille B+ Y 
 Building D Ince/ Selznick A+ Y 
 Building E Ince B+ Y 
 Building H DeMille (re-

located) 
B+ Y 

 Building I DeMille (re-
located) 

B+ Y 

     

Dressing Rooms/ 
Bungalows 

Building W DeMille ** Y 

 Building R DeMille B+ Y 
 Building S Selznick A+ Y 
 Building T Selznick A+ Y 
 Building U Ince (re-located*) A+ Y 
 Building V Ince (re-located*) A+ Y 
     

Processb None remain    
     

Supportc Building J Ince B+ Y 
 Building L DeMille A+ Y 
 Building N DeMille C+ Y 
 Building O Ince C+ N 
 Building P GTG (1988) N/A N 
 Building X RKO-Pathe’ C+ Y 
 Building Y RKO-Pathe’ C+ Y 
 Building Z RKO-Pathe’ C+ Y 
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Use by Property 
Type (historic) 

Building/ 
Structure Name 

Studio Era 
1987 
Ranking 

Contributor 
Y/N 

Serviced Commissary GTG (1988) N/A N 
     

Other Gate #1 GTG (1988) N/A N 
 Gate #2 Ince  ** N 
 Gate #3 Ince ** Y 
 Gate #4 Ince ** N 
 Elevator Shaft GTG (1988) N/A N 
a Administrative and office uses. 
b Editing and production uses. 
c Support uses include: costumes, mill, set design, power buildings, film vaults, scene docks, storage, water 
tower, pool. 
d Service uses include: commissary, hospital. 
** Not included in the 1987 survey.  
 
The Culver Studio site retains a majority of the historic studio uses that are successful in 
portraying the property’s historic development and use. Of the thirty-two buildings and 
structures extant on site, twenty-four of these (75%) have been determined contributors to 
a potential historic district.  
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Narrative Building Description 
 
 The following building narratives provide a descriptive overview of the structures 
comprising The Culver Studio site. The first section includes structures existing on the 
site as of 2005. Demolished buildings are referenced in the second part of this narrative.1  
 
Existing Buildings and Structures2 

 
Buildings.  
 
Building C. Also known as the Administration Building, Building C was built in 
1918 and remains the oldest structure on the lot. In 1927 the DeMille Theater was 
added to the east end of the building. The “Selznick wing” was added to the east 
end in 1936. This structure is a city of Culver City Historic Landmark. There have 
been numerous interior renovations over the years; the use of this building has 
remained substantially the same, as administrative offices, however evolved into 
executive offices when the editing spaces were removed during the Selznick era.  

 
The Administration Building remains an outstanding example of 1920s colonial 
revival architecture, a good interpretation of Mt. Vernon architecture, and is the 
most visible and distinctive structure on the lot. The main section is two-stories 
high with a side-facing gable roof. Single-storied wings extend from each end and 
extend forward, forming an overall U-shaped building; the east wing was added 
during David O. Selznick’s reign. The exterior is clad with wide shiplap siding, 

                                                 
1 Several sources were utilized in assembling these descriptions. Architectural descriptions are excerpted 
from the 1987 survey conducted by Thirtieth Street Architects, Inc. More intensive research on the history 
of site ownership offered supplementary data on the history of individual structures. A site visit on 
November 22, 2005 supplied recent information on the site and structures, from observation and 
conversation with James Nale (Works Department Manager). 
2 See Exhibit A Existing Site Plan  for building and structure location on the site. 

Figure 5: Administration Building, De Mille Studio Era. Photo courtesy of Bison Archives, 

2005. 
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trimmed with wide boards at the corners. The side-facing gabled roof is centered 
with a large pedimented front-facing gable and topped by four narrow gabled 
dormers. The dormers extend forward, almost to the roof edge, and are joined by 
a Chippendale-style balustrade. A multi-paned round window, with a keystone on 
each side, is centered in the gable, and the eaves of both the roof and the dormer 
are enclosed. Eight two-story high round pillars, accented with Doric capitals, 
support the recessed porch roof. The porch floor is made of red brick and has no 
balustrade. The 13-course Colonial-style front façade features 12 sets of 6-over-6 
double-hung windows, flanked with green shutters. In between the number five 
and number six windows, a miniature double-hung window was installed by 
1930, according to photographic evidence. The centered front door is topped with 
a Palladian window and segmented cornice, supported by a pair of Doric columns. 
Red brick chimneys extend from the roof at each end of the main gabled section. 
The wings on each side are different in design. The wing on the west end is 
topped with a side-facing gabled roof with gabled dormers which match the center 
section of the building. A large front-facing gabled wing extends forward. 
Enclosed eaves, with returns, and a Palladian-style vent accent the façade of the 
wing. Rows of identical 6-over-6 windows are flanked with green shutters. Red 
brick wainscoting adds visual weight to the bottom third of the wing. A Palladian 
window accents the 6-over-6 window on the bay at the corner of the ell. The east 
wing has a flat roof, bordered by a Chippendale-style wooden balustrade. Urns 
top each corner post. The fence across the front features red brick piers with criss-
cross latticework panels in the center. White wrought iron gates lead to the walk 
in the center and the driveway on each end. The rear of the building features a 
single-story porch which runs its length. Several small porch landings, with 
wooden stairs and rails, led to the rooms inside, however the doors have been 
removed and replaced with windows. This portion of the building once housed the 
artist section of the studio.  
 

DeMille Theater. The DeMille Theatre appendage is attached to the 
east wing of the Administration Building. 
 
The entrance to the Cecil B. DeMille Theatre, built by the famous 
producer in 1927, faces onto a brick courtyard on the east side of the 
administration building. Five square wooden posts, with chamfered 
edges and trimmed at the top with molding, support the full porch. A 
pair of paneled wooden doors lead to the small lobby. Round classical 
pilasters, supporting a segmented portico, flank the single wood 
paneled door to the theatre. A swagged Palladian window tops the 
door. Classical pilasters and ceiling molding trim the interior of the 
theatre, which is topped by an arched ceiling. The façade that faces the 
street matches the other Colonial Revival buildings across the front of 
the lot, and has 6-over-6 windows and red brick wainscoting. This 
theatre was dedicated to him on July 27, 1984.  
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Building D. This structure was built in 1924 during the Ince studio era, with a 
large addition made in 1936 to the north end during the Selznick era. This 
structure is a city of Culver City Historic Landmark.  
 
 Building D is composed of two phases, north and south, constructed in 1936 and 
1924, respectively. The north section is a large single-storied multi-paned curved 
bay windows, accented along the bottom with vertical siding, accent the Colonial 
Revival-style wing on the northeast corner. Lapped siding, trimmed with wide 
corner boards, covers the exterior. The two-story section on the south is topped 
with a side-facing gabled roof, while the northern section features a gabled roof 
running at right angles to the taller structure. A large red brick chimney runs up 
the north side. 6-over-6 double-hung windows are used throughout the building. 
The south section of the building was moved from its original location on the lot. 
Horizontal lapped siding covers the exterior of the two-story Colonial Revival 
building to the east of the mansion. Rows of 6-over-6 double-hung windows are 
used singly and in pairs on both the first and second floors. The low-pitched 
gabled roof runs from the north to south. A pedimented gabled portico, supported 
by round Doric columns, shelters the paneled front door. The porch and stairs are 
of red brick. A plain railing borders the porch. Multi-paned sidelights flank the 
front door. The building is connected on both ends to other buildings.  

 
Building E. Building E was built in 1922 during the Ince studio era.  
 
Narrow shiplap siding covers the exterior of the Colonial-style cottage across 
from the DeMille Theatre. The side-facing gabled roof is centered with a front-
facing portico with a gabled roof. Square wood posts with champfored edges and 
molding at the top support the portico. 6-over-6 windows, used both in pairs and 
singly, match the windows on the administration building. A gabled wing, with a 
recessed porch across the back, extends from the south side.  

 
Building H. Built in 1925 during the DeMille studio era, building H was re-
located from its original location in the front central area in 1988 to its new 
location southeast of the Administration Building. It was relocated to 
accommodate a new Gate #2 entrance configuration, vehicular pathways, and a 
new underground parking entrance ramp.  
 
The Colonial-style detailing of the single-storied bungalow shown here is more 
pronounced than on the other small buildings. The side-facing gabled roof is of 
medium pitch. Lapped siding, which matches the administration building, covers 
the exterior and is trimmed in corner boards. Pairs of 6-over-6 double-hung 
windows, edged with plain trim and narrow molding, are used throughout the 
building. Round Doric pillars support the pedimented gabled portico, and a plain 
railing runs along each side. The wood-paneled door is topped with a fine 
swagged Palladian transom. A smaller gabled portico is located on the west side.  
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Building I. Building I was built in 1925 in the front central area of the lot. In 
1988 the building was re-located to its current position southwest of the 
Administration Building, to accommodate a new Gate #2 entrance configuration, 
vehicular pathways, and a new underground parking entrance ramp.  
 
This is a single-storied lapped-sided structure is topped with a low-pitched side-
facing gabled roof. Single and double 6-over-6 double-hung windows, surrounded 
by wide trim, occupy all facades. A shed-style porch, supported by round Doric 
columns, is placed slightly off center. The plain railing runs across the front of the 
porch, with the steps on the south side.  

 
Building J. Built in 1920 during the Ince studio era, Building J has remained in 
continuous use as the Mill (or carpenter’s) shop since the beginning of The Culver 
Studios. There have been alterations to the Mill shop over the years. Several 
alterations to the Mill have been made both within the period of significance and 
after this period: the replacement (in kind) of the exterior wall, the enclosure of 
the dormer roof, the enclosure of the dust suction tower; various interior partition 
change; and an addition to the southern end was made in 1940. 
 
Board-and-batten siding covers the exterior of the two-storied gable-roofed 
“electric shop building”, located on the eastern boundary of the studio lot. The 
front-facing gabled roof is topped by a narrow projecting gablet, which runs the 
length of the building. Three large two-story high wooden freight doors, trimmed 
with narrow boards, are located along the west side. The north side features a row 
of small aluminum windows. An addition on the south end is clad in plywood, 
trimmed in batts, and has a flat roof. It features one of the two-story high wooden 
windows. An addition on the south end is clad in plywood, trimmed in batts, and 
has a flat roof. It features one of the two-story high wooden doors and rows of 
aluminum windows. A shed-style porch shelters the windows along the first floor 
at the south end.  

 
Building L. Building L was built in 1926 during the DeMille studio era. In 1998 
there were significant alterations to the structure; exterior changes were made in 
keeping with the original stucco, box-like appearance. 
 
Originally used as the nitrate film-processing lab, this two-story brick building 
served as the original Commissary until 1988, and remains in use as a part of the 
Bistro restaurant. Two stories high, with a flat roof and unbroken parapet, the 
structure is reinforced with visible concrete beams. Sets of large, recessed, multi-
paned metal-framed windows occupy the second floor of the front (west) façade. 
New large recessed metal-framed windows are interspersed with recessed 
aluminum-framed doors, topped with transoms.  

 
Commissary. This new Commissary was built in 1988. During renovations in the 
late 1980s, the original Commissary was torn down and replaced by the current 
Commissary in the same location. 
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Building N. Built in 1925 during the DeMille studio era, it was originally used as 
a power building and retains the same use.  
 
This structure is one of several pre-1937 buildings still surviving on the premises. 
Single-storied, with gables at each end, the power house is constructed of brick. 
Two large multi-paned windows on the east side reach from the ground to the roof 
and have metal frames. A freight door is located on the south end and smaller 
metal-framed windows are located on the west side. The power lines and 
insulators are located on the west side.  

 
Building O. Built in 1919 during the original Ince studio era as the original Stage 
No. 3, Building O is currently a general storage space. According to the Sanborn 
maps, this building was initially Stage No. 3, transformed into a storage and scene 
dock space during DeMille’s studio ownership. Building O has undergone 
substantial alterations, first in 1988 and again in 1998.  
 
This three-storied building is clad in stucco. The low-pitched front-facing gabled 
roof is accented with a plain freize and molding. The row of windows along the 
third floor has been removed and stuccoed over. The double-hung windows on the 
second floor have been replaced with aluminum double-hung windows, but the 
original wide board trim, bordered with narrow molding, is still intact. Two sets 
of exterior stairs lead to the second floor. A narrow beltcourse separates the first 
and second floors. A variety of wood-trimmed windows and doors are used along 
the first floor west façade. A pair of large wooden freight doors open into the 
building from the west side. The east side is blank and faces Ince Blvd.  

 
Building P. The new Building P was constructed in 1988. At this time, the 
original Building P and Old Stage 5 (originally glass Stage 2, re-located) were 
demolished. In the same part of the lot, a new Building P was erected alongside 
new Stages 5 and 6.   

 
Building R. Built in 1925 during the DeMille studio era, this structure is located 
adjacent to the bungalow cluster on the southwestern extended side of the lot.  
 
Although this building still retains much of its original character, it must be noted 
that it has been covered with aluminum siding and windows. The siding is lapped, 
with corner boards. The low-pitched side-facing gabled roof features hipped 
peaks at each end. Gabled porticos shelter two of the four entrances on the west 
side. Square posts and a plain railing, with closely-spaced balusters, are featured 
on the porch. Other porches are similar, with small shed-style roofs. Aluminum 
windows, edged in green plastic replace the original. This bungalow’s plain 
appearance and major alterations are offset by the fact that Alfred Hitchcock used 
it for his office/ study for several years. Note: this is not included as a 
“significant” bungalow. 
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Building S. Built in 1935 during the Selznick studio era as a residential bungalow 
for stars Clark Gable and Vivien Leigh during the filming of “Gone with the 
Wind”, this bungalow has been previously designated by the city of Culver City 
as a locally significant structure. This is one of four bungalows of significance on 
the site; these bungalows are situated on the southwestern extended side of the lot.  
 
Following the Colonial 
Revival theme set by most 
of the buildings on this 
studio lot, Building S has 
wide lapped siding, 6-over-
6 double-hung windows and 
shutters. The hipped roof is 
centered with pedimented 
front-facing gabled porticos 
on both the north and east 
sides. The porticos are 
supported by round Doric 
columns and bordered with 
plain balustrades. The 
wood-paneled doors are 
topped with three-paneled 
transoms. A small yard and 
white picket fence surrounds 
the bungalow.  

 
Building T. Bungalow T was built in 1938 as a residential bungalow, and 
designated a locally significant structure by the City of Culver City due its 
association with the actress Olivia deHavilland. This is one of four bungalows in 
existence on the site; these bungalows are situated on the southwestern extended 
side of the lot.  
 
A slight variation of the Colonial Revival theme is seen in the bungalow called 
Building T. Like Building S, it was constructed several years after the 
Administration Building. Wide lapped board, trimmed with corner boards, covers 
the exterior. The side-facing gabled roof features enclosed eaves and returns. 
Small pedimented, gabled porticos extend from the east and south sides. Square 
posts support the porticos and trellises accent the spaces on the sides of the porch. 
A pair of matching doors is centered in the north end, while a single wood-
paneled door is located under the portico on the east side. Small 9-light windows, 
with plain trim are used on all sides. A small yard surrounds the bungalow. This 
bungalow retains almost all of its original integrity. 

 
Building U. Building U is a residential bungalow, constructed in and designated 
locally significant by the city of Culver City due to its association with Orson 
Welles during filming of “Citizen Kane”. This is one of four bungalows in 

Figure 6: Bungalow S circa 1930s. Photo courtesy of Bison 

Archives, 2005. 
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existence on the site; these bungalows are situated on the southwestern extended 
side of the lot.  
 
A flat roof, with unbroken parapet, caps the single story stucco-clad Moderne 
building. Small double-hung windows, edged with narrow molding and installed 
flush with the exterior, are used on all facades. A plain door, sheltered by a 
horizontal Moderne-style flat canopy, is centered in the front façade. Pipes, 
leading from the outside corners of the canopy to the face of the building, support 
the canopy. A wooden water heater addition on the front is an obvious alteration. 
Rows of double-hung windows are used on all facades.  

 
Building V. Bungalow V was built in 1924 and 
designated locally significant by the city of Culver City 
due to its association with actress Gloria Swanson. This is 
one of four bungalows in existence on the site; these 
bungalows are situated on the southwestern extended side 
of the lot.  
 
A narrow border edges the top of the unbroken parapet of 
this stucco-clad building. The front is single-story, but there 
is a flat-roof second-story room at the back. A flat-roofed 
porch, supported by square wooden posts, occupies the southeast corner. Double-
hung windows are used throughout the building. Those on the bay on the south 
side have Oriental-style muntins. Narrow horizontal banding accents the face 
above the windows and at wainscot height. A small yard and picket fence 
surround the building.  

 
Building W. These dressing rooms (now editing bays) were constructed during 
the DeMille studio era at the same time Stages 2/3/4 were constructed; this 
structure was intended as a support structure for the stages. This building has not 
changed location. Building W is located directly behind (south) Stages 2/3/4, and 
according to photographic evidence, have been in this same location since its 
construction. Note: There is no individual survey sheet for Building W from the 
1987 survey, nor was this denoted on the Gensler site plan. 
 
Following the Colonial Revival theme, the narrow rectangular shaped building is 
clad in wide lapped board, trimmed with corner boards. The low-pitched side 
gabled roof, with overhanging eaves and exposed rafters, fully encloses the 
building and full-length porch. Each editing (office) bay is entered through a 
separate door accessed from the porch. Square wooden posts support the raised, 
full-length porch; there are three sets of wooden steps to access the porch. 
Double-hung windows are used throughout. A pair of double-hung windows 
flanked on each side by one door is the pattern along the façade. This pattern is 
interrupted in the façade center, where one window is flanked by one door on 
each side.   
  

Figure 7: Aerial View, 
Bungalow V, 1930. 
Photo courtesy of 

Bison Archives, 2005. 
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Building X. Built in 1930 during the RKO-Pathe’ studio era, Building X is one of 
the original concrete vaults on site. It is currently situated north of Stages 7/8/9, 
near Gate #3. These old film vaults are currently used for storage. 
 
Long and narrow, with its back on Ince Blvd., the film vaults are constructed of 
brick, topped with a very low-pitched hipped roof. Six single-paneled doors, 
edged in egg-and-dart molding, are spaced along the west façade.  

 
Building Y. Building Y was constructed in 1930 during the RKO-Pathe’ studio 
era. This structure was initially used as a plaster shop; this building is currently 
used for various carpenter activities. 
 
A flat roof and stucco cladding cover the exterior of the two-story high scene 
dock. Three sets of metal-clad doors are located on the north side. Two small 
aluminum windows, a door, and a transom indicate the location of the office.  

 
Building Z. Built in 1930 during the RKO-Pathe’ studio era, Building Z has 
remained in continual use as a scene dock at the back of the lot.  
 
Corrugated metal covers the two-story portion of the scene dock at the back of the 
lot. Board-and-batten covers the southern-most single-story section. Two tall, 
narrow multi-paned windows are located on the second floor and metal-clad 
freight doors are used on the first floor. A row of wood-framed windows forms a 
transom above the shed-style porch roof. New aluminum windows and French 
doors are in place at the first floor level. 

 
Stages 2/3/4.  Built in 1926 during the DeMille studio era, Stages 2/3/4 were first 
known as Stage 2. The original intended use as stage production space with 
second-level offices continues today. This stage facility is different from the 
original glass Stage 2.  
 
Wood panels cover the exterior of the three-story high stages located in the center 
of the lot. The roof is flat. A row of multi-paned metal windows and a recessed 
porch, supported by wood posts, run along the third floor. Wooden stairs lead to 
the second floor at the south end and metal stairs lead to the north end of the third 
floor porch. Recessed 4-over-4 windows occupy the first and second floor at the 
north end. The large wooden doors are left open most of the time and ramps allow 
vehicles to drive into the lobby.  

 
Stages 5 and 6. Stages 5 and 6 were constructed in 1988. At this time, the 
original Building Q (previously Stage 4) and Building P (previously glass Stage 2, 
re-located, then old Stage 5) were demolished. These two new stages were built in 
a different orientation on the same place on the lot.   
 
Stages 7/8/9. Built in 1928 during the RKO studio era, Stages 7/8/9 have been 
continually used as stages.  
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Stucco covers the 
exterior of this three-
story high rectangular 
building. A low-
pitched Dutch 
Colonial-style roof 
forms wide gables at 
the front and back. 
There are no windows 
in the building. Large 
wooden freight doors, 
sometimes clad in 
diagonal car siding, 
lead to the interior. 

Three flat metal 
Moderne-style canopies, 

interspersed along the west side, shelter the walk-in doors. 
 

Stage 10. Possibly built during the first phase of Ince’s studio construction, it is 
assumed that Stage 10 was constructed before 1920. It was originally a special 
effects (“trick gallery”) building, and is currently used as a stage area. This stage 
was probably re-located from its original location at the southeast mid-part of the 
lot to northeast back of the lot, adjacent to buildings Y and Z. Photographic and 
written evidence suggest that Stage 10 was re-located in 1940 to make way for the 
construction of Stages 15/16. Note: There is no individual survey form from the 
1987 survey.  
 
Stage 10 is unique among the remaining expansive, utilitarian, stucco-clad stage 
structures. Pulling from the Southern Colonial theme found on the lot, Stage 10 is 
clad in wide lapped board, trimmed with corner boards. A side-gabled roof with 
slightly overhanging eaves and exposed rafter tails caps this two-story high stage 
area. The walls exhibit arbitrary fenestration patterns. On the side walls, three 
pairs of 2-over-2 double hung windows are set directly below the roofline; a 
single 6-over-6 double hung window and two door entrances are situated at the 
first level. Elephant service doors are located at the entrances; they are flanked by 
double hung windows at the second-level. After being re-located to its current 
position, a small covered addition was made to the southern portion of the stage.  

 
Stages 11/12/14. Stages 11/12/14 were constructed in 1930 during the RKO-
Pathe’ studio era. One of the most obvious exterior alterations was the addition of 
a large silent air system at the northern side of these stages during “Mad About 
You” filming.  
 
This large stucco-clad building has no decoration and is topped with a low-
pitched gabled roof with narrow overhangs. Three metal-clad freight doors lead to 

Figure 8: View of Stage 7/8/9 (left) and Stage 11/12/14 (right), and 
Circulation corridor, Selznick Studio Era. Photo courtesy of Bison 

Archives 2005.
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the interior from the east side. Two metal-striped canopies shelter the two walk-in 
doors. A single-story shed-style addition runs along the west side. See Figure 7: 
View of Stage 7/8/9 (left) and Stage 11/12/14 (right), and Circulation corridor for 
an image of this structure. 

 
Stages 15/16. Built in 1940 during the Selznick studio era, Stages 15/16 were 
built as additions to Stages 11/12/14.  
 
They are two stories high and clad in stucco. Large one and one-half high freight 
doors lead to the sound stages. A single-story style lean-to has been added to the 
side. 

 
Structures 
 
Gate 1. Built in 1988-89 this new entrance gate provides access to the studio site 
off of Washington Blvd.  

 
Gate 2. This Gate was established during the Ince studio era and re-configured in 
1988 to be used as the main visitor entrance from Ince Blvd. The new security 
booth is a good example of Mount Vernon architectural infill. 

 
Gate 3. Built during the Ince studio era as the original main entrance from Ince 
Blvd. into the studio site, this entrance is used intermittently.  

 
Gate 4. This entrance was built during the Ince studio era leading to the studio 
site from Ince Blvd., however is used for emergency situations now.  

 
Elevator shaft. This elevator shaft was erected in 1988 to access the newly 
constructed underground parking structure. Located behind the Administration 
Building, it is a good example of Mount Vernon architectural infill.  
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Demolished Buildings and Structures (as of 2005)3 
 
The structures listed below were erected on site at some point within the defined period 
of significance, but have since been demolished. They are no longer part of the existing 
fabric. These structures are documented as important components of development on this 
site. These demolitions provide reference to the evolving nature of the site as it developed 
for studio use.  
 
 Buildings 
 

Building A. Built in 1922 as offices, Building A was demolished in 1988 for a 
new Gate #1 entrance configuration and vehicular pathway. 

 
Building B. Built 1940 during the RKO-Pathe’ studio era, Building B was 
demolished in 1988 to make way for a new Gate #1 entrance configuration and 
vehicular pathway. 

 
Building F. Built in 1920 during the Ince studio era as the Production Building, 
Building F housed a variety of production activities. It remained in the same 
location, directly behind the Administration Building, until its demolition. It was 
demolished in 1988 to accommodate the new Gate #2 entrance configuration, 
paved surface parking with ramp leading to underground parking and elevator 
shaft leading to the underground parking.   
 
Building G. Building G was constructed in 1930 during the RKO-Pathe’ studio 
era. Originally used as a scene dock servicing the original Stage 1, it was probably 
demolished along with Stage 1 in 1988.  
 
Building K. Building K was constructed in 1930 during the RKO-Pathe’ studio 
era. This building was probably demolished in the late 1980s during the large-
scale site renovations. 

 
Building M. Built in 1930 during the RKO-Pathe’ studio era, Building M was 
adjacent to the original Commissary. This building was demolished in 1988. 

 
Building Q. Building Q was constructed during the early years of the DeMille 
studio era as Stage 4, but as the studio site needs changed its use evolved into a 
warehouse. Before demolition in 1988 this structure was situated parallel to the 
original Building P.  
 
Original Commissary. The original Commissary was built during the Selznick 
studio era in a style maintaining the southern Colonial revival theme of the 

                                                 
3 Some of these demolitions are noted on Exhibit D Building Demolition Since 1987. 
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Administration building and others. It was demolished in 1988 for construction of 
a new Commissary in the same location. 
 
Paint Shop. The original Paint Shop built during Ince’s studio development era 
was probably demolished during the studio era of RKO. The paint shop was 
adjacent to/ attached to Building O. It was demolished before 1950, according to 
Sanborn maps. 
 
Stage 1. The original glass Stage 1 was constructed during the Ince studio era in 
1919. The structure was re-oriented in 1925 during the DeMille studio era.  
Initially used as a stage, it evolved into a property stage. This Stage was 
demolished in 1988.  
 
(Original) Stage 2/ (original) Building P. Built in 1919, Stage 2 became known 
as Original Stage 5, situated adjacent to original Building Q. Initially used as a 
stage, this structure evolved into a scene dock and wardrobe and property stage 
known as Building P. In 1926 during the DeMille studio era, this structure was re-
located on the site. It was demolished in 1988 for construction of new Stages 5 
and 6 and new Building P.  

 
Structures 
 
Water Tower. Probably built during the first phase of the Ince studio era, 
according to aerial photographs. The water tower was always located at the 
northeastern a side of the site near Gate #4, and was demolished in 1991. 
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Summary of Prior Evaluations 
 
1987 Historic Survey 
 
In November 1987 Thirtieth Street Architects, Inc. completed survey fieldwork to 
prepare an Historic Resources Report for the City of Culver City, under contract with the 
Culver City Redevelopment Agency. It is important to note that in 1987, structures built 
before 1937 met the fifty-year old threshold. Some structures extant on the site may have 
been assigned a non-significant ranking due to age, however all surveyed structures were 
considered contributors to a potential studio district. 
 
The Historic Resources Report has three parts. The first part, Phase 1.0, includes those 
structures previously identified from the City’s seismic survey. Phase 2.0 includes a final 
overview of the 1987 survey methodology and identification of any new historically, 
culturally or architecturally significant structures in the City. The final part of the Report 
consists of the individual survey forms with historical description and rating of eligibility. 
This Report does identify numerous residential and commercial structures, specified as 
possible individual structures or contributors to a district, however, for the purposes of 
this summary only the Culver Studio District will be discussed.  
 
A brief history of The Culver Studios is included in the Report. It outlines the numerous 
ownership changes; references notable film and television productions at the site over the 
decades; and creates a contextual foundation of the overall significance of the Culver 
Studios site. All individual structures on site were evaluated and ranked according to an 
A, B, C, D rating system. The forms contain research such as year of construction, 
architectural style, association with persons of importance, and permitted (or observed) 
alterations. This alphabetical system was developed to categorize structures according to 
eligibility for listing at various levels (National and local; individually or part of a 
district) or lack thereof.  
 
“A”- ranked structures include those considered potential candidates for listing in the 
National Register of Historic Places. As a result of the historic survey, the Administration 
Building and Building D were deemed eligible for “landmark” status. Four other 
bungalow structures were designated locally “significant” structures (bungalows S, T, U 
and V). “B”- ranked structures include those not individually potentially eligible for 
listing in the National Register yet maintain local individual significance. “C”- ranked 
structures include those maintaining the original style, not individually distinctive, and 
may be possible contributors to a district. “D”- ranked structures include those pre-1940 
which have undergone alterations so that they are no longer legible (but may be 
restorable). For those structures determined to be contributors to a potential historic 
district, a “+” was added to the letter rating; all of the structures surveyed in this survey 
were determined to be contributing structures. Table 3. Structures Organized by Previous 
Evaluation displays the buildings and structures organized by the 1987 ranking. 
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Table 3. Buildings and Structures Organized by Previous Evaluation 
 
Eligibility 1987 
Survey 

Structure Name Studio Era 

Category A+ Building C Ince 
 Building D Ince/Selznick 
 Building L DeMille 
 Building S Selznick 
 Building T Selznick 
 Building U Ince (re-located) 
 Building V Ince (re-located) 
 Original Stage 1 Ince 
 Stages 2/3/4 DeMille 
 Stages 7/8/9 RKO-Pathe’ 
 Stages 11/12/14 RKO-Pathe’ 
 Stages 15/16 Selznick 
   
Category B+ DeMille Theatre DeMille 
 Building E Ince 
 Building F Ince 
 Building H DeMille (re-located) 
 Building I DeMille (re-located) 
 Building J Ince 
 Building F Ince 
 Building M RKO-Pathe’ 
 Building R DeMille 
   
Category C+ Building B RKO-Pathe’ 
 Building G RKO-Pathe’ 
 Building K RKO-Pathe’ 
 Building N DeMille 
 Building O Ince 
 Building X RKO-Pathe’ 
 Building Y RKO-Pathe’ 
 Building Z RKO-Pathe’ 
 
Note: There are thirteen structures listed in Category A, a ranking that indicates the 
individual structures potentially eligible for listing in the National Register. Of these one 
structure (Original Stage 1) has been demolished; the remaining twelve retain a high 
degree of integrity.  
 
 



   
 

The Culver Studios 
26 

 
 
1990 Historic Preservation Advisory Committee Report – Recommendations for Historic 
Preservation Program 
 
Following the 1987 intensive survey, an Historic Preservation Advisory Committee 
(HPAC) was formed at the end of 1989 through the direction of City Council and City 
Staff. The HPAC was charged with developing recommendations for an Historic 
Preservation Program for the city of Culver City. Utilizing the database of architecturally/ 
historically/ culturally significant properties from the 1987 survey and examining the 
City’s policies impacting such resources (or lack thereof), the HPAC developed a 
strategy for the City.  The HPAC Report (Report) provides recommendations for the 
development and the implementation of an historic preservation program in a five-part 
approach.  
 
The first three parts of the Report discuss the categorization of properties and a 
procedural structure for designation. Part I describes the “Criteria for Significance”, 
including the categories under which the resource can be listed (i.e. architectural, historic, 
cultural) and the point system for determining the resource’s significance level (i.e. 
“Landmark”, “significant”, or “recognized”). Establishment of an “Historic Preservation 
Program” is recommended in Part II. The Program would function as a three-tiered 
system according to the above-mentioned rankings, and some specific regulations, such 
as permit review and waiting periods and required minimum maintenance standards, were 
recommended. Part III outlines a specific designation process for identified structures and 
a continuing designation process for the future.  
 
Part IV of the Report defined a Financial Assistance Program, to provide financing for 
preservation assistance. In order for a property owner to obtain financial assistance, the 
site or structure must meet two requirements. The first requires the site or structure to 
meet one or more of the threshold components: situated within Redevelopment Agency 
area; or, low- to moderate-income residential unit; or, publicly owned. Second, the site or 
structure must meet the criteria of significance: listed as a “landmark” or “significant” 
property; in need of seismic upgrades; extant code deficiencies; requires rehabilitation of 
architectural significant features.  
 
The last section of the Report’s recommendations, Part V, issued the preliminary 
identification of residential and commercial properties, and individual and district listings 
within each use type.  The Culver Studio District is one of two studio districts identified 
in Culver City, the other named the Columbia Studio District, each with individually 
designated “landmark” and “significant” structures on the site. These designated 
buildings are shown in Exhibit B Historic Building Designation. 
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Evaluation of Significance 
 
Historical Designations 
 
A property may be designated as historic by National, State, and Local authorities. In 
order for a building or grouping of buildings (district) to qualify for listing in the National 
Register or California Register, it must meet one or more identified criteria of 
significance. The property must also retain sufficient architectural integrity to continue to 
evoke the sense of place and time with which it is historically associated.  
 
The criteria for eligibility for listing in the California Register are based upon National 
Register Criteria. Current CEQA guidelines require cultural resources reviews to consider 
eligibility for the California Register of Historical Resources. Historic sites no longer 
have to be eligible for the National Register of Historic Places to be considered as 
“historical resources” under CEQA.  
 
The individual buildings and structures on site were evaluated in 1987 as contributors to a 
potential historic district. Although no district designation has been sought, several 
individual buildings and structures have been designated as landmarks or significant at 
the local level.  
 
National Register Criteria for Evaluation 

The National Register of Historic Places is an authoritative guide used by Federal, State 
and local governments, private groups and citizens to identify historic and cultural 
resources. The National Park Service has established criteria for the evaluation of 
properties proposed for inclusion in the National Register of Historic Places. These 
criteria are the Register’s standards for determining the significance of properties. The 
categories are related to the four National Register Criteria for Significance, which are 
described in the National Park Service’s National Register Bulletin 15 as follows: 

Criterion A: Associated with events that have made a significant contribution to 
the broad patterns of our history. 

Criterion B: Associated with the lives of persons significant in our past.  

Criterion C: Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method 
of construction, or represents the work of a master, or that possesses high artistic 
values, or that represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose 
components may lack individual distinction. 

Criterion D: Has yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important in 
prehistory or history [pertains to archaeological sites]. 
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Eligibility as a District – National Register 
 
According to the National Register guidelines, properties with large acreage or a number 
of resources are usually considered a district. A district must possess a significant 
concentration, linkage, or continuity of sites, buildings, structures or objects united 
historically or aesthetically by plan of physical development. It derives its importance 
from being a unified entity. 

The preliminary research documented in preceding sections has evaluated The Culver 
Studios site with twenty-four historic structures as contributors to a (potential) historic 
district. The site qualifies as an historic district at the National level, and subsequently 
state and local levels. While studio facilities are often altered as production needs change 
and technology evolves, a high proportion of structures on site remain in the location 
established during the period of significance or have been minimally altered. Therefore 
the site maintains high integrity and provides a sense of the scale and nature of historic 
studio facilities due to the high proportion of extant contributing resources. The 
contributing historic resources continue to dominate the studio site, defining the site’s 
status and purpose. Therefore, the district appears eligible under Criterion A as a 
cohesive representation of early motion picture studios at the local level.  

Resources were reviewed as to whether they were contributing or non-contributing to the 
potential historic district. After conducting research and fieldwork, incorporating the 
previous survey, Historic Resources Group has evaluated the following resources within 
The Culver Studios site as contributors to its significance.  

The twenty-four contributors to a potential Culver Studios historic district include:  
 

Building C (building)  
DeMille Theatre*  
Building D (building) 
Building E (building) 
Building H (building) 
Building I (building) 
Building J (building) 
Building L (building) 
Building N (building) 
Building R (building) 
Building S (building) 
Building T (building) 
Building U (building) 
Building V (building) 
Building W (building) 
Building X (building) 
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Building Y (building) 
Building Z (building) 
Stage 2/3/4 (building) 
Stage 7/8/9 (building) 
Stage 10 (building) 
Stage 11/12/14 (building) 
Stage 15/16 (building) 
Gate #3 (structure) 

 
*Please note that the DeMille Theatre is attached to (and part of) 
 Building C, the Administration Building.  

 
The built environment consisting of the contributing resources is significant for the 
development pattern it reflects and also because it is comprised of buildings used to 
perform each task necessary to produce a film, from housing actors during filming to 
storing props and viewing scenes for editing (with the exception of process facilities). 
The contributing structures provide a strong physical link to the creation and 
development of all aspects of filmmaking as practiced by the multiple owners of the 
facility. Their unified aesthetic, first defined by Thomas H. Ince’s development of the site 
and later by Cecil B. de Mille, RKO-Pathe’ and David O. Selznick, further defines the 
resources that contribute to the district.  
 
Period of Significance 
 
Period of significance is determined by analyzing the history of the site and associated 
themes as identified in National Register guidelines. The theme that most applies to The 
Culver Studios site is social history, including its relation to the broad patterns of local 
history and the history of filmmaking. Social history is defined as “the history of society 
and the life-ways of its social groups” to the extent that the property represented a way of 
life that was typical of other sites involved in early filmmaking in the Los Angeles area.  
 
The Culver Studio site grew to its current configuration over four phases, spanning four 
studio eras between 1918 and 1946, which incorporates the studio ownership periods of 
Thomas H. Ince, Cecil B. DeMille, and RKO-Pathe’ and the full studio lease period by 
David O. Selznick from RKO-Pathe’. When Thomas H. Ince acquired the property in 
1918 the site was centered at the northern section of lot on Washington Blvd. As 
subsequent owners acquired the property, additions were made to meet production needs 
and to incorporate new technologies; this development extended the site in a southerly 
direction along Ince Blvd. The Culver Studios site is composed of twenty-eight buildings 
and structures and four entrance gates. A large proportion of these, approximately 81%, 
were constructed within the period of significance.  
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Integrity 
 
Integrity is defined as “the ability of a property to convey its significance.” The National 
Register has seven criteria on which the integrity of an historic property is based: 
location, setting, design, materials, workmanship, feeling and association. 
 
Thomas H. Ince chose the original location for present-day Culver Studios, in Culver 
City, site for its proximity to a natural waterway for filming purposes and for the 
availability of acquisition from landowner Harry Culver. Ince’s original site included the 
twenty-acre studio filming and production site and a forty-acre back lot. During the 
period of significance, the main production site was enlarged by the acquisition of several 
parcels at the west edge of the original rectangular lot to form its current boundary. The 
back lot was sold off in 1968; although filming did occur on the back lot, the components 
of film production – writing, editing, filming, processing – did, and still do, occur on the 
subject property (the main studio site), representative of the activities associated with 
motion picture production. No other boundary alterations have been documented. The 
district retains the integrity of location.  
 
The Culver Studios’ setting includes two areas: the city within which the site is located 
and the motion picture industry within which it operates. In 1918 the property 
surrounding the studio site witnessed a modicum of commercial and residential 
development that grew denser over the decades, paralleling the growth in population in 
Culver City. The relationship established at the onset between the surrounding 
neighborhood and the studio site has remained the same. As the second large motion 
picture studio to be located in the city, Culver Studios contributed to the expansion of this 
industry at a local level, as well as the regional level within the Los Angeles area 
entertainment industry. The integrity of setting remains strong.  
 
The Culver Studios site design is relatively cohesive, and one of the better remaining, 
representations of the development of motion picture studios in the Los Angeles area.  
Its current site configuration was established within the period of significance (1918-
1945) and retains a high number of buildings and structures dating from the period of 
significance. The spatial relationship between the types of buildings and structures 
remains relatively unchanged: demolition and new construction, with few exceptions, has 
occurred in the same location with similar uses. The Colonial Revival architectural theme 
applied to the first building on the site and to other administrative, process and support 
buildings have been well maintained. Massive stage buildings, which occupy a large 
portion of the site, exhibit the utilitarian-style design and construction typical to this type 
of building. Both of these styles were established at the studio site during the period of 
significance and have been actively preserved since that time. The site retains a high 
degree of integrity of design.  
 
The site functions today, as it did at its inception in 1918, as a studio site with filming and 
production capabilities. The feeling of an early twentieth century motion picture studio is 
sufficiently expressed by the current Culver Studios site; its has remained in continuous 
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use as a studio facility and the design of the main studio site has been relatively 
unchanged since the period of significance. The integrity of feeling remains strong.  
 
Architectural workmanship on the site is reflected in the interpretation of the Colonial 
Revival theme, initiated in the Administration Building and reproduced in other 
supporting structures on the lot. The alterations on these buildings have preserved the 
architectural style. The integrity of workmanship remains strong.  
 
Its association with the enlargement of the motion picture industry in Culver City and the 
Los Angeles area remains strong. The City gained a presence as a formidable production 
district within the larger Southern California entertainment industry after the construction 
of the first studio (now Sony) in the early 1910s -- a presence that was further solidified 
in 1918 by present-day The Culver Studios. The integrity of association is strong. 
 
Summary 
 
With seventy-five percent of the extant resources contributing to a potential historic 
district and a current site configuration that resembles the site layout from 1946 with little 
exception, the historic, and continued use, of film production are both adequately 
portrayed by The Culver Studios site. This studio retains its connection to the 
development of the motion picture industry in the Los Angeles area and is an exemplary 
development within this context.  The Culver Studios retains eligibility, first determined 
in 1987, as an historic district, under Criterion A due to its associative value within the 
context of motion picture studios at the local level.  

Under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), adopted in 1970 and most 
recently revised in 1998, the potential impacts of a project on historical resources must be 
considered. The next part of this report provides a determination of potential impacts on 
the site by the proposed project, including an overview of the proposed project and the 
preliminary evaluation of impacts upon historic resources of The Culver Studios. 
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DETERMINATION OF IMPACTS 
 
In determining potential impacts, a “substantial adverse change” means “demolition, 
destruction, relocation, or alteration of the resource such that the significance of an 
historical resource would be materially impaired”.4 The setting of a resource should also 
be taken into account in that it too may contribute to the significance of the resource, as 
impairment of the setting could affect the significance of a resource. Material impairment 
occurs when a project: 
 

1. “Demolishes of materially alters in an adverse manner those physical 
characteristics of an historical resource that convey its historical significance and 
that justify its inclusion in, or eligibility for, inclusion in the California Register of 
Historical Resources; or 

2. Demolishes or materially alters in an adverse manner those physical 
characteristics that account for its inclusion in a local register of historical 
resources pursuant to Section 5020.1(k) of the Public Resources Code or its 
identification in an historical resources survey meeting the requirements of 
Section 5024.1(g) of the Public Resources Code, unless the public agency 
reviewing the effects of the project establishes by a preponderance of evidence 
that the resource is no historically or culturally significant; or 

3. Demolishes or materially alters in an adverse manner those physical 
characteristics of an historical resource that convey its historical significance and 
that justify its eligibility for inclusion in the California Register of Historical 
Resources as determined by a lead agency for purposes of CEQA.5 

 
CEQA regulations identify the Secretary of Interior’s Standards as the measure to be used 
in determinations of whether or not a project of new development or rehabilitation 
adversely impacts an “historical resource.” Section 15064.5(b)(3) states: 
  

Generally, a project that follows the Secretary of Interior’s Standards for the 
Treatment of Historic Properties with Guidelines for Preserving, Rehabilitating, 
Restoring, and Reconstructing Historic Buildings (1995), Weeks and Grimer, 
shall be considered as mitigated to a level of less than significant impact on the 
historical resource. 

 
Proposed Project 
 
Culver Studios has developed a proposed Master Plan for the Culver Studios property 
and the adjacent “Parcel B”, the triangular site north of The Culver Studios lawn across 
Washington Boulevard.  Preliminary information on this project has been extrapolated 
from the conceptual site design drawings, e-mails, and telephone conversations from the 
project architects. One of the main objectives of the Master Plan is to increase office 
square footage at the production site. This will involve demolition and new construction 

                                                 
4 See California Public Resources Code 5020.1(q) 
5 State CEQA Guidelines, 15064.5(b)(2). 
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on the subject property. Another related objective is to increase parking on site, to be 
provisioned through surface and structured parking.  
 
The proposed project involves the demolition of Building J and the construction of a new 
four-story Building J comprised of 49,500 s.f. office space. A new 200-space parking 
structure may have impacts on Buildings S, T, U and V.  Additional demolition, site 
planning and design of new construction will be factors in determining the impacts of the 
plan. 
 
California Environmental Quality Act 
 
Under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), adopted in 1970 and most 
recently revised in 1998, the potential impacts of a project on historical resources must be 
considered. The purpose of CEQA is to evaluate whether a proposed project may have an 
adverse effect on the environment and, if so, if that effect can be reduced or eliminated by 
pursuing an alternative course of action or through mitigation measures. 
 
The impacts of a project on an historical resource may be considered an environmental 
impact. Section 21084.1 of the California Public Resources Code states:  
 

A project that may cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of an 
historical resource is a project that may have a significant effect on the 
environment. For purposes of this section, an historical resource is a resource 
listed in, or determined to be eligible for listing in, the California Register of 
Historical Resources. 

 
Thus, under CEQA, an evaluation of project impacts requires a two-part inquiry: a 
determination of whether or not the resource is historically significant and a 
determination of whether the project will result in a “substantial adverse change” in the 
significance of the resource. 
 
A building is considered historically significant, and therefore an “historical resource” 
under CEQA, if it falls into one of three categories defined by Section 21084.1 of the 
Public Resources Code. Mandatory historical resources are sites listed in or eligible for 
listing in the California Register of Historical Resources. Presumptive historical 
resources include site officially designated on a local register or sites found by the State 
Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) under Section 5024.1(j) of the Public Resources 
Code. Discretionary historical resources are those resources that are not listed but 
determined to be eligible under the criteria for the California Register of Historical 
Resources.  
 
Properties formally determined eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic 
Places are automatically listed in the California Register (see California Public Resources 
Code 5024.1(c)). Properties designated by local municipalities can also be considered 
historical resources. It is considered an historic resource under CEQA. 
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A review of properties that are potentially affected by a project for eligibility is also 
required under CEQA. 
 
Preliminary Evaluation of Impacts 
 
Historic Significance 
 
CEQA requires an assessment of a property’s historic significance before analyzing the 
environmental impacts associated with a proposed project. In 1987 consultants 
determined The Culver Studios site a potential historic district. Based on research 
conducted by HRG in 2005, the site retains historic district eligibility, under Criterion A 
due to its associative value within the context of motion picture studios at the local level6; 
several locally-listed monuments of cultural and historic significance are located on the 
site. Therefore the proposed redevelopment Master Plan for The Culver Studios must 
address any substantial adverse changes to cultural resources on the site, which is 
discussed in the next section.  

 
Substantial Adverse Change 
 
According to the project there will be two geographic areas of impact within The Culver 
Studios boundaries: one along the property line wall on Ince Blvd. and the other located 
at the western, or “residential area”, of the lot.   
 
In the first area, Building J is slated for demolition. Demolition of a contributing resource 
(Building J) may have a significant adverse impact and should be analyzed for its role in 
its overall contribution to the district.  The proposed project states that a new building 
will be constructed on the original Building J footprint. Under the assumption that a new 
building will occupy the same spatial area, no major circulation patterns will be 
substantially altered. The loss of a contributor may be an unmitigatable impact; however, 
its demolition alone will not threaten the district’s eligibility. 
 
Currently six buildings are located on the southern portion of the residential area; new 
construction proposed for this location would represent the second area of impact.  A 
parking structure is proposed for this location.  Resources in this area include Buildings 
R, S, T, U, and V.  Re-location or demolition of these buildings could constitute an 
impact. This impact can be mitigated to a less than significant impact, if relocation and 
other issues of the Master Plan are designed in accordance with the Secretary of Interior’s 
Standards.  
 
This report is a preliminary assessment of impacts to identified cultural resources, and is 
not intended to be a full evaluation of impacts on cultural resources under CEQA.  

                                                 
6 The historic significance of The Culver Studios is fully documented in the Existing Conditions part at the 
beginning of this report.   
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List of Exhibits 
 
 

A.  Existing Site Plan  (Gensler) 

B.  Historic Building Designation  (Gensler) 

C.  Changes Since 1987 Survey  (Gensler) 

D.  Building Demolitions Since 1987 (Gensler) 

E. Sanborn Map, 1924 

F.  Sanborn Map, 1929 

G. Sanborn Map, 1929-1950 

H. Existing Site Plan, Coded by Studio Era 

 










