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NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY OF A DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT 
STATE CLEARINGHOUSE NO. 2016111044 

AND 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN to all responsible agencies and interested parties that the City of Culver City, as the 
Lead Agency, has prepared a Draft Environmental Impact Report (Draft EIR) for The Culver Studios Innovation 
Project, summarized below. The Draft EIR has been prepared in accordance with the California Environmental 
Quality Act (CEQA), as amended (Public Resources Code Section 21000 et. Seq.), and the State CEQA 
Guidelines for Implementation of CEQA (California Code of Regulations, Title 14, Section 15000 et seq.). 

PROJECT TITLE: The Culver Studios Innovation Plan - Comprehensive Plan Amendment No. 7 
APPLICANT/OWNER: The Culver Studios Owner, LLC 
PROJECT ADDRESS:  9336 Washington Boulevard, Culver City, CA 90232 
 
CITY OF CULVER CITY CASE NOS: P2016-0208-EIR; P2016-0208-CP; P2016-0208-HPCA; P2016-0208-DA 

PROJECT LOCATION: The Project Site encompasses approximately 14 acres in downtown Culver City. The 
Studio is generally bounded by the vacated portion of Washington Boulevard to the north, Ince Boulevard to the 
east, Van Buren Place to the west, and Lucerne Avenue to the south.  
 
PROJECT DESCRIPTION: The Culver Studios Innovation Plan (the “Project” or the “Innovation Plan”), which is 
reflected in the proposed Comprehensive Plan Amendment No. 7 (CPA No. 7), proposes to technologically update 
and expand facilities within the approximately 14-acre Studio Campus, while retaining the Studio’s unique 
ambiance and prominent place in the community. CPA No. 7 includes some, but not all, of the improvements 
approved as part of CPA No. 6 but not yet constructed, including new Building Y and the Van Buren Parking 
Structure near Van Buren Place. Discretionary entitlements, reviews, and approvals required or requested may 
include, but are not necessarily limited to: 1) an amendment to the existing Comprehensive Plan, superseding all 
previous amendments; 2) approval of a Development Agreement; 3) a Certificate of Appropriateness under the 
City’s Historic Preservation Ordinance; and, 4) certification of the EIR. 

No major exterior changes are proposed to the Mansion or adjacent Buildings D, E, H, and I under the Innovation 
Plan. Rehabilitation of the Mansion would be undertaken in a manner that protects the building’s eligibility as a 
historical resource under the City’s preservation ordinance. The Innovation Plan would modernize and expand the 
Central Area, encompassing the portion of the Studio Campus south of the Mansion. Proposed improvements 
include construction of six new Digital Media buildings with a flexible mix of creative space, production space, and 
digital media stages. The New Media buildings would replace six existing buildings with offices and support 
services (Buildings L, O, X, Y, Z, and the Commissary) and four existing buildings with sound stages, which would 
be demolished. Existing Stages 11/12/14 and Stages 15/16, which are contained in an interconnected building in 
the southwestern portion of the Studio Campus, would remain in place for continued use. The buildings consisting 
of Stages 2/3/4, Stages 5/6, Stages 7/8/9, and Stage 10 would be demolished. Eight new digital media stages 
would be provided in the Central Area of the Studio Campus, co-located with media office and support uses. 
Buildings to be demolished would total approximately 236,293 square feet with new construction at buildout 
totaling approximately 649,420 square feet, for a net new square footage total of approximately 413,127 square 
feet Campus-wide.  

Two new parking structures are proposed as part of the Innovation Plan. The proposed below-grade Central 
Parking Structure would be located south of the Mansion and existing Rear Lawn Parking Structure, within the 
existing Central Area of the Studio Campus. The Central Parking Structure consists of two parking levels totaling 
836 parking spaces and would accommodate Studio employee, VIP, and visitor parking. The Van Buren Parking 
Structure would be constructed on the western edge of the Studio Campus on the site of an existing above-grade 
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parking structure, existing surface parking lot, and the relocated bungalows. The Van Buren Parking Structure 
would include two below-grade, one at-grade, and five above-grade levels and would provide 1,109 parking 
spaces. A total of 2,537 parking spaces would be provided Campus-wide, including the two new proposed parking 
structures and the existing below-grade Rear Lawn Parking Structure. Construction is anticipated to start in the 
first quarter of 2018, provided Project entitlement approvals. The anticipated Project completion date is mid-2020.  
 
ANTICIPATED SIGNIFICANT ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS: Based on the analyses contained in the Draft EIR, 
with the incorporation of mitigation measures, the Project would have significant and unavoidable impacts 
concerning Historic Resources and Transportation and Traffic. With regard to hazardous materials sites compiled 
pursuant to Government Code Section 65962.5, the Project Site is listed, however, none of the listings represent 
Recognized Environmental Conditions, which is the presence or likely presence of a hazardous substance or 
petroleum product on a property under conditions that indicate an existing release, past release, or material threat 
of a release of such substances into structures, the ground, the groundwater, or the surface water of a property. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

COMMENT PERIOD: The public review period for the Draft EIR begins on Friday, September 22, 2017 and ends 
on Monday, November 6, 2017. Written comments should be received by the City on or before Monday, 
November 6, 2017 at 4:00 PM. Written comments should be labeled with “Subject: The Culver Studios Innovation 
Plan Draft EIR” and be directed via email to michael.allen@culvercity.org, by fax to (310) 253-5721, or by mail to:  
 

City of Culver City  
City Hall, Planning Division, 2nd Floor, 9770 Culver Boulevard, Culver City, CA 90232 

Attention: Michael Allen, Planning Manager 
Subject: The Culver Studios Innovation Plan Draft EIR 

 
The Draft EIR can be viewed or downloaded at the City’s website www.culvercity.org on the Current Planning 
Division homepage. A hardcopy of the Draft EIR is available for viewing at the following locations: 

Draft EIR- Hardcopy 
Technical Appendices- Hardcopy & CD 

Draft EIR- Hardcopy 
Technical Appendices- Hardcopy & CD 

Julian Dixon Library 
County of Los Angeles Public Library 

4975 Overland Avenue, Culver City, CA 90230 
(310) 559-1676 

City of Culver City, Planning Division 
9770 Culver Boulevard, 2nd Floor,  

Culver City, CA 90232 
(310) 253-5710 

 
City Hall business hours are 7:30 AM – 5:30 PM, Monday through Friday, except the City is closed on alternate 
Fridays. Please telephone in advance to assure staff availability at (310) 253-5710.  

PUBLIC MEETING: The City will conduct a Public Meeting for public agencies and interested individuals to 
provide an overview of findings in the Draft EIR, explain the process for providing comments on the document, and 
outline the remaining process for completion of a Final EIR. The public meeting will be held during the public 
review period of the Draft EIR, is not required as a part of the CEQA process, and is intended to be informational. 
Attendance is voluntary and is not a prerequisite for submitting comments on the Draft EIR. The meeting will be 
held from 6:30 PM – 8:30 PM on Thursday, October 12, 2017 in the Commissary on The Culver Studios lot, 
located at 9336 Washington Boulevard, Culver City, CA 90232. Participants can access the Commissary via Gate 
2, off of Ince Boulevard, just south of Washington Boulevard.  Parking will be provided on site, however, 
participants are also encouraged to access the site on foot, also via Gate 2.   As The Culver Studios is a fully 
secured working studio, we require every guest to RSVP prior to the meeting either via email at 
innovation@theculverstudios.com or at (310) 202-1234.  

PUBLIC HEARINGS: The Culver City Planning Commission and City Council will hold a public hearing to take 
action on the proposed Project and the Final EIR on a later date. A separate public hearing notice will be sent to 
property owners and occupants within a 500-foot and extended radius of the Project Site, and other interested 
parties, announcing the public hearing once the public review period has concluded.  


