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Soft Story - City Incentives Study Summary
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*Attempts to include other cities (like San Francisco) were made, but responses 
were not provided.



Soft Story City Incentive - Plan Check/Permit Fees

• Pasadena – Waives the construction tax portion of the Permit Fee.
• Beverly Hills

– Construction Completed in 18 months – 100% Refund Permit Fees
– Construction Completed in 24 months – 50% Refund Permit Fees

• Alameda – Refund for Permits issued 18 months prior to date of 
service on notice.

• Fremont
– Permit fee refunded for project completed in ordinance timeframe
– Plan check fee refunded where review is limited to 3 cycles

• West Hollywood – Considered but not implemented
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Soft Story City Incentive – Property Tax Reductions

• Berkeley
– 1/3 refund of real estate transfer tax if application submitted within 1 year 

after sale of property
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Soft Story City Incentive – Loan Programs

• Los Angeles – California Capital Access Program (CalCAP)
– Assists small business and residential property owners with financing.

• West Hollywood and Berkeley – PACE Program
– City creates financing district or similar legal mechanism
– Property owners voluntarily sign up for financing
– The lender provides funds to property owner
– Property owner repays bond through property tax bill (up to 20 years)

• Alameda – Rental Rehabilitation Program 
– For low and moderate Income buildings
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Soft Story City Incentive – Zoning Waivers / Rent Control 
Modifications

• Los Angeles
– Allows for Parking Waivers
– HCD allowed Rent Increases

• Alameda – Allows owner to convert parking to additional units
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Soft Story City Incentive – Grant Programs

• West Hollywood - FEMA Grant Awarded: $10 Million
– 25% of Funds provided by City
– Allows owners to apply for funds for:

• Engineering/Permit (Soft Costs)
• Construction (Hard Costs)

– Not Retroactive
• Oakland Grants Awarded

– $7.9 Million (FEMA)
– $2.6 Million (non-federal sources)

• Berkeley – Grant Program Funding from FEMA and Cal OES
• Alameda – Soft Story Structural Assessment Grant

– Under Residential Rehabilitation Program – Low and moderate income buildings
– Up to $5,000 for Engineering Assessment

*Beverly Hills and Pasadena have applied but were unable to secure funding.
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Pass-Through Discussion
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Staffing Discussion
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Recommended Motions

11/1/2022 https://www.culvercity.org/City-Hall/Reports-policies-local-laws/Seismic-Retrofit-Program 10
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