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STUDY AREA

CULVER CITY 
TRANSIT ORIENTED 

DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT

EXPO LINE

EXPO LINE

Th e diagram on the right shows the extent of the 
study area for this visioning study.
Th e study area is defi ned as the area located
within an ideal 20 minutes’ walk - 1 mile radius, 
centred at the Expo Line Metro Station site. 
In yellow is the existing Transit Oriented 
Development District (TOD). It is noticeable how 
over half of the walking circle lays within the City of 
Los Angles.  
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CULVER CITY 
EXPO STATION SITE

CULVER CITY 
EXPO STATION SITE

APPENDIX A: EXISTING CONDITIONS ANALYSIS

SITE HISTORICAL 
MAPS

YEAR 1900 YEAR 1926

Credits: hƩ ps://www.usgs.gov/products/maps/topo-mapsCredits: hƩ ps://www.usgs.gov/products/maps/topo-maps
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CULVER CITY 
EXPO STATION SITE

CULVER CITY 
EXPO STATION SITE

SITE HISTORICAL MAPS

YEAR 1950 TODAY

Credits: Aerial Photography GoogleCredits: hƩ ps://www.usgs.gov/products/maps/topo-maps
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SITE AERIAL VIEW / LOS ANGELES CONTEXT 

Credits: Aerial Photography Google

CULVER CITY 
EXPO STATION SITE

MIRACLE MILE

CITY OF
SANTA MONICA

WESTWOOD

BALDWIN HILLS

KOREATOWN

INGLEWOOD

SOUTH 
LOS ANGELES

MARINA DEL REY

EL SEGUNDO (LAX)

DOWNTOWN
LOS ANGELES



CULVER CITY T O D VISIONING STUDY & RECOMMENDATIONS10

SITE AERIAL VIEW / CULVER CITY CONTEXT 

Credits: Aerial Photography Google

CULVER CITY 
EXPO STATION SITE

EXISTING CONDITIONS ANALYSIS
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CULVER CITY 
EXPO STATION SITE

BIRD’S EYE VIEW / LOOKING NORTH 
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CULVER CITY 
EXPO STATION SITE

BIRD’S EYE VIEW / LOOKING SOUTH 
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BIRD’S EYE VIEW / TRANSIT ORIENTED DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT (TOD)

CULVER CITY 
EXPO STATION SITE
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20 MINUTE BIKE RADIUS FROM CULVER CITY STATION - EXISTING BIKE 
ROUTES

Th e diagram on 
the right shows the 
existing bikeways 
within 20 minutes 
/ 3 mile bike shed 
from Culver City 
Expo Line Station.

Th e 3  mile bikeshed 
is identifi ed by 
the Metro First Last 
Mile Strategic Plan 
and Federal Transit 
Law as the extent of 
the access shed for 
fi rst last mile 
improvements.

Sources:
City of Culver City 
2017, LA Metro 
2010, City of Los 
Angeles 2012.
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APPENDIX A: EXISTING CONDITIONS ANALYSIS

20 MINUTE BIKE RADIUS FROM CULVER CITY STATION - EXISTING 
TRANSIT

Th e diagram on the 
right shows the 
existing transit 
routes within 20 
minutes / 3 mile 
bike-shed from 
Culver City Expo 
Station.

Th e 3  mile bike-
shed is identifi ed by 
the Metro First Last 
Mile Strategic Plan 
and Federal Transit 
Law as the extend of 
the access shed for 
fi rst last mile im-
provements.

Sources:
Metro, Culver City 
Bus and Santa Mon-
ica Big Blue Bus 
GTFS.
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20 MINUTE WALK RADIUS FROM CULVER CITY STATION - ROAD CLASSIFICA-
TION 

Th e diagram on the 
right shows the 
existing road 
classifi cation with-
in the study area, 
1 mile - 20 minute 
walk from Culver 
City Expo Line
Station.

Metro First Last 
Mile Strategic Plan 
and Federal Transit 
Law identify 1/2 
mile - 10 minute 
walk as the walking 
shed for fi rst last 
mile improvements.

Source: 
City of Culver City.
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APPENDIX A: EXISTING CONDITIONS ANALYSIS

20 MINUTE WALK RADIUS FROM CULVER CITY STATION - EXISTING TRUCK 
ROUTES

Th e diagram on the 
right shows the 
existing truck routes 
within the study 
area, 1 mile - 20 
minute walk from 
Culver City Expo 
Line Station.

Metro First Last 
Mile Strategic Plan 
and Federal Transit 
Law identify 1/2 
mile - 10 minute 
walk as the walking 
shed for fi rst last 
mile improvements.

Source: 
City of Culver City.
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PALMS

20 MINUTE WALK RADIUS FROM CULVER CITY STATION - BIKE AND PEDESTRIAN COL-
LISIONS

Th e diagram on the 
right shows the 
bike and pedestrian 
collisions within the 
study area, 1 mile 
- 20 minute walk 
from Culver City 
Expo Line Station;
3 year data 2013-
2015. 

Metro First Last 
Mile Strategic Plan 
and Federal Transit 
Law identify 1/2 
mile - 10 minute 
walk as the walking 
shed for fi rst last 
mile improvements.

Source: 
Th e Statewide 
Integrated Traffi  c 
Records System 
(SWITRS) and was 
retrieved through 
Transportation 
Injury Mapping Sys-
tem (TIMS) at UC 
Berkeley.
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APPENDIX A: EXISTING CONDITIONS ANALYSIS

20 MINUTE WALK RADIUS FROM CULVER CITY STATION - EXISTING 
LANDUSE

Th e diagram on the 
right shows the 
existing land uses 
within the study 
area, 1 mile - 20 
minute walk from 
Culver City Expo 
Station.

Metro First Last 
Mile Strategic Plan 
and Federal Transit 
Law identify 1/2 
mile - 10 minute 
walk as the walking 
shed for fi rst last 
mile improvements.

Land use classifi -
cation  is divided 
between Culver City 
and the city of Los 
Angeles.

Sources: 
Source: City of 
Culver City and City 
of Los Angeles
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10 and 20 MINUTE WALK RADIUS FROM CULVER CITY STATION - EXISTING ATTRACTIONS

Th e diagram on the 
right shows the 
existing attractions 
within the study 
area, 1 mile - 20 
minute walk from 
Culver City Expo 
Station.

Metro First Last 
Mile Strategic Plan 
and Federal Transit 
Law identify 1/2 
mile - 10 minute 
walk as the walking 
shed for fi rst last 
mile improvements.
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APPENDIX A: EXISTING CONDITIONS ANALYSIS

10 MINUTE WALK RADIUS FROM CULVER CITY STATION - EXISTING TRANSIT AND BIKE 
ROUTES 

Th e diagram on the 
right shows the 
existing transit and 
bike routes within 
the study area, 1 
mile - 20 minute 
walk from Culver 
City Expo Station.

Metro First Last 
Mile Strategic Plan 
and Federal Transit 
Law identify 1/2 
mile - 10 minute 
walk as the walking 
shed for fi rst last 
mile improvements.
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5 MINUTE WALK RADIUS FROM CULVER CITY STATION

Th e diagram on the 
right shows the 
1/4 mile - 5 min-
utes walk area from 
Culver City Expo 
Station in relation to 
the existing Transit 
Oriented Develop-
ment District.
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APPENDIX A: EXISTING CONDITIONS ANALYSIS

SITE NETWORK ANALYSIS - 5, 10 AND 20 MINUTE WALK-SHEDS FROM CULVER CITY EXPO STATION
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CULVER CITY GENERAL PLAN  1996 / CIRCULATION ELEMENT

In light red  - County Highway Plan within 20 minutes’ walk radius from the Expo Metro StaƟ on site In light red - travel lane hierarchy within 20 minutes’ walk radius from the Expo Metro StaƟ on site

CULVER CITY 
EXPO STATION SITECULVER CITY 

EXPO STATION SITE

CULVER CITY 
EXPO STATION SITE

CULVER CITY 
EXPO STATION SITE
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TRAFFIC FLOW 2004 MAP
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COMMUTE ORIGIN AND DESTINATION/ mySidewalk

Credits: mySidewalk

*Th e American Community Survey (ACS) data is 
from 2010, all information for Culver City pre-dates
the Expo Line which opened to Culver City in 2012. 
Commute Data transit mode split may have 
increased following access to high capacity transit 
connection to Downtown, and even more since the 
2016 extension to Santa Monica.
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Credits: mySidewalk

COMMUTE MEAN TRAVEL TIME/ mySidewalk

*Th e American Community Survey (ACS) data is 
from 2010, all information for Culver City pre-dates
the Expo Line which opened to Culver City in 2012.
Commute Data transit mode split may have 
increased following access to high capacity transit 
connection to Downtown, and even more since the 
2016 extension to Santa Monica.
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LEHD ORIGIN-DESTINATION EMPLOYMENT STATISTICS / LOS ANGELES METROPOLI-
TAN AREA

Longitudinal Employer-Household Dynamics (LEHD) Origin-Destination Employ-
ment Statistics (LODES) through Census collects annual data on where people live and 
work. Employers report to Census 
Bureau on where their employees live - as an output, each record of data contains (1) 
the home block and the (2) work block for a single employee, creating a relationship 
between the two blocks.

LODES can be used to examine where people who work in Culver City live, and where 
people who live in Culver City work. Th is information is important context when look-
ing at traffi  c fl ow in and out of the City during commute hours.

Th e following maps looks at two groups of people; folks who work in Culver City in 
BLUE and people who live in Culver City in ORANGE. Th ese two groups overlap with 
people who both live and work in Culver City.

More about LEHD Origin-Destination Employment Statistics (LODES) Data:
Data representing Home-to-work O-D 
(origin destination) fl ows;
LODES data is annual, covers 90% of all US workers, census block level detail (compare 
this to 
regional household travel surveys which account for less than 1% of all HH, or Census 
journey to work data which covers about ~17% of population, or ACS 2.5% of HH with 
signifi cant data 
suppression);
Each row represents a unique block origin-destination combination, and assigns the 
number of trips that match that combination;
Data was narrowed to only trips which either begin or end in Culver City:

Source: https://lehd.ces.census.gov/data/

HOME

WORKS IN 
CULVER CITY

WORK

LIVES IN 
CULVER CITY
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LEHD ORIGIN-DESTINATION EMPLOYMENT STATISTICS / LOS ANGELES METROPOLI-
TAN AREA

Daily trips to Culver City
In 2014, LODES recorded 72,779 daily trips to Culver 
City.  For everyone who works in Culver City (BLUE), 
this map show where their trip begins; their home block. 
Blocks with darker blue contain a higher number of 
people who commute to Culver City for work, while even 
the lightest blue blocks contain at least 1 but up to 5 peo-
ple commuting to Culver City.

People commute to Culver City from all over, but certain 
areas send a higher number of commuters to Culver City. 
Many Culver City workers come from within the city, 
from nearby neighborhoods of Palms, Marina Del Rey, 
Playa Del Rey, Inglewood and the Village Green; many 
come from further distances, for example from 
neighborhoods in the San Fernando Valley.

Source: https://lehd.ces.census.gov/data/

Origin of commuter trips that end in Culver City
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APPENDIX A: EXISTING CONDITIONS ANALYSIS

LEHD ORIGIN-DESTINATION EMPLOYMENT STATISTICS / CULVER CITY

DesƟ naƟ on of commuter trips (daily trips) within Culver City

Th is map shows the distribution of destinations for 
commuters within the City of Culver City. Th e darker 
blue areas have the highest number of commuters 
traveling to them, and correspond with employment cen-
ters within the City. 

COSTCO

TARGET

FOX HILLS

PARK WEST

HAYDEN TRACT

SONY STUDIOS

BLAIR HILLS
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LEHD ORIGIN-DESTINATION EMPLOYMENT STATISTICS / LOS ANGELES METROPOLI-
TAN AREA

Commute Trips to Transit-Oriented District

Culver City Transit Oriented District (purple) brought 
2,319 commute trips in to the city in 2014; 3% of all com-
mute trips to Culver. 
Th e trips for the TOD are distributed broadly throughout 
the county, with few census blocks generating more than 
one TOD are bound trip. 

Th is analysis only takes into account trips to work, and 
does not account for other purpose trips such as school 
runs, trips to the grocery, recreational trips etc. 

AREA   jobs % of total (72,779)
Fox Hills            38,624  53%
Downtown Culver       4,548    6%
TOD Area              2,319    3%
Hayden Tract              2,099    3%
Blair Hills              1,949    3%
Sony Area              1,792    2%
  



33APPENDIX A: EXISTING CONDITIONS ANALYSIS

LEHD ORIGIN-DESTINATION EMPLOYMENT STATISTICS / LOS ANGELES METROPOLI-
TAN AREA

Hayden Tract (purple)  brought 2,099 daily commute 
trips into Culver City. 
Th e trips for Hayden Tract are distributed broadly 
throughout the county, with few census blocks generating 
more than one Hayden bound trip. 

Th is analysis only takes into account trips to work, and 
does not account for other purpose trips such as school 
runs, trips to the grocery, recreational trips etc. 

AREA   jobs % of total (72,779)
Fox Hills            38,624  53%
Downtown Culver       4,548    6%
TOD Area              2,319    3%
Hayden Tract              2,099    3%
Blair Hills              1,949    3%
Sony Area              1,792    2%
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LEHD ORIGIN-DESTINATION EMPLOYMENT STATISTICS / LOS ANGELES METROPOLI-
TAN AREA

Downtown Culver City {purple) brought 4,548 
commute trips in to the city in 2014; 6% of all commute 
trips to Culver. 
Th e trips for the Downtown are distributed throughout 
the county, but also have distinct areas that produce a 
higher number of downtown bound trips, many within or 
in close proximity to Culver City. 

Th is analysis only takes into account trips to work, and 
does not account for other purpose trips such as school 
runs, trips to the grocery, recreational trips etc. 

AREA   jobs % of total (72,779)
Fox Hills            38,624  53%
Downtown Culver       4,548    6%
TOD Area              2,319    3%
Hayden Tract              2,099    3%
Blair Hills              1,949    3%
Sony Area              1,792    2%
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LEHD ORIGIN-DESTINATION EMPLOYMENT STATISTICS / LOS ANGELES METROPOLI-
TAN AREA

Sony sub-area (purple) brought 1,792 commute trips in 
to the city in 2014; 2% of all commute trips to Culver. 
Th e trips for Sony area are distributed broadly through-
out the county, with a couple of census blocks in proximi-
ty to Sony generating a higher number of trips. 

Th is analysis only takes into account trips to work, and 
does not account for other purpose trips such as school 
runs, trips to the grocery, recreational trips etc. 

AREA   jobs % of total (72,779)
Fox Hills            38,624  53%
Downtown Culver       4,548    6%
TOD Area              2,319    3%
Hayden Tract              2,099    3%
Blair Hills              1,949    3%
Sony Area              1,792    2%
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LEHD ORIGIN-DESTINATION EMPLOYMENT STATISTICS / LOS ANGELES METROPOLI-
TAN AREA

Fox Hills (purple) brought 38,624 daily commute trips 
into Culver City in 2014. 
Th e trips for Fox Hills come from a board geographic 
area, with many employees coming from adjacent neigh-
borhoods, Marina del Rey and Playa del Rey, Palms, and 
the Valley. 

Th is analysis only takes into account trips to work, and 
does not account for other purpose trips such as school 
runs, trips to the grocery, recreational trips etc. 

AREA   jobs % of total (72,779)
Fox Hills            38,624  53%
Downtown Culver       4,548    6%
TOD Area              2,319    3%
Hayden Tract              2,099    3%
Blair Hills              1,949    3%
Sony Area              1,792    2%
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LEHD ORIGIN-DESTINATION EMPLOYMENT STATISTICS / LOS ANGELES METROPOLI-
TAN AREA

Blair Hills (purple) brought 1,949 commute trips in to the 
city in 2014; 3% of all commute trips to Culver. 
Th e trips for the Blair Hills are distributed broadly 
throughout the county, with few census blocks generating 
more than one Blair Hills bound trip. 

Th is analysis only takes into account trips to work, and 
does not account for other purpose trips such as school 
runs, trips to the grocery, recreational trips etc. 

AREA   jobs % of total (72,779)
Fox Hills            38,624  53%
Downtown Culver       4,548    6%
TOD Area              2,319    3%
Hayden Tract              2,099    3%
Blair Hills              1,949    3%
Sony Area              1,792    2%
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LEHD ORIGIN-DESTINATION EMPLOYMENT STATISTICS / LOS ANGELES METROPOLI-
TAN AREA

Daily trips from Culver City
In 2014, LODES recorded 20,346 daily trips originating 
in Culver City.  Th is map show where residents of 
Culver City (ORANGE), travel to for work; their 
destination block. Blocks with darker orange have a 
higher number of Culver City residents commuting to 
them, while even the lightest orange blocks have at least 1 
but up to 5 people commuting to them from Culver City.

Culver City residents commute destinations are more 
defi ned in comparison to the origin of Culver City 
workers. Some popular work destinations for people who 
live in Culver City include Downtown LA, Century City, 
LAX/El Segundo, the Valley, West LA, Westwood and 
Universal City. Many residents also work within Culver 
City.

Source: https://lehd.ces.census.gov/data/

DesƟ naƟ on of commuter trips that originate in Culver City
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Origin of commuter trips within Culver City

APPENDIX A: EXISTING CONDITIONS ANALYSIS

LEHD ORIGIN-DESTINATION EMPLOYMENT STATISTICS / CULVER CITY

FOX HILLS

Th is map shows the where commute trips originate from 
within the City.

Source: https://lehd.ces.census.gov/data/
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CULVER CITY 
EXPO STATION SITE

TRAFFIC DENSITY BY ZIP CODE FOR LOS ANGELES AREA / CULVER CITY

Using the traffi  c volume linkage tool, CEHTP generated 
data on traffi  c density by zip code for Cal/EPA Offi  ce of 
Environmental Health Hazard and Assessment’s 
(OEHHA) CalEnviroScreen, which identifi es communi-
ties most likely to be impacted by environmental hazards.  
Th e maps of traffi  c density shown was created by 
OEHHA using CEHTP  2017 data.

Th e California Environmental Health Tracking Program 
(CEHTP) is a program of the Public Health Institute, in 
partnership with the California Department of Public 
Health.  CEHTP is primarily funded by the Centers for 
Disease Control (CDC) National Environmental Public 
Health Tracking Program.  CEHTP works to make 
environmental health data and information 
publically-available through the development of a 
web-based data query system, state-of-the-art data dis-
plays, and innovative web tools and services.  CEHTP 
aims to make these data and information accessible and 
useful to a variety of stakeholders including 
communities, governments, academia, and private 
partners.

Source: http://www.cehtp.org/faq/air/traffi  c_density_in_
california

Los Angeles area: traffi  c density by zip code
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METRO RAIL SYSTEM / CURRENT AND UNDER CONSTRUCTION

Current Metro Rail System - 2017 Future Metro Rail System 
• Crenshaw/LAX Transit 2019
• Regional Connector 2020
• Purple Line extension 2035 

CULVER CITY 
EXPO STATION SITE

CULVER CITY 
EXPO STATION SITE
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METRO RAIL SYSTEM / MEASURE R AND M PROJECTS

Major projects impacting Culver City: Crenshaw line, 
currently under construction; Sepulveda Pass corridor; 
Green Line airport connector – with Crenshaw and 
Sepulveda pass Culver City will be connected to South 
Bay and Green Line east; eventually Crenshaw northern 
extension to West Hollywood.

In addition to major projects, the Westside sub-region 
will receive funding through M to implement programs. 
Th e Westside programs are:
• Active Transportation First/Last Mile Connections 

Program $361 million;
• Subregional Equity Program $160 million.

Additionally, the Westside will compete against all 
subregions for $260 million ($350 million total cost) 
worth of Bus Rapid Transit projects, and $858 million 
worth of Metro Active Transportation Projects.

Culver City Transit will receive an additional $2,240,600 
per year (and that number will increase each year) in 
funding from Metro.
Th e City of Culver City will receive an additional 565,000 
yearly in local return funding. 
For Prop A, C and Measure R (past) Culver used their lo-
cal return in this way:
• Public Transit - Operating & Capital - 85.96%;
• Streets & Roads - 14.04%.

Sources: 
• http://theplan.metro.net/wp-content/up-

loads/2016/09/measurem_ordinance_16-01.pdf

• Measure M ordinance with funding amounts http://
theplan.metro.net/wp-content/uploads/2016/09/
measurem_ordinance_16-01.pdf

CULVER CITY 
EXPO STATION SITE
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METRO TRANSIT PROJECTS: 40-YEAR BUILDOUT

Metro has broken up the next 40 years of transit projects into two fi ft een-year timelines with 
an additional 10-year timeline aft er that. Th e list of highway projects is broken up into two 15-
year timelines.

First 15 years
• Airport Metro Connector Terminal on Green Line
• East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor from Van Nuys to Sylmar/San Fernando 

Metrolink Station
• Bus Rapid Transit Connection from North Hollywood Red Line Station to Gold Line in 

Pasadena
• Gold Line Foothill Extension to Claremont
• Westside Purple Line Extension to Westwood/VA Hospital
• West Santa Ana Transit Corridor Light Rail from Artesia to Union Station Phase 1
• Orange Line Improvements
• Vermont Transit Corridor Bus from Hollywood Boulevard to 120th Street

Second 15 years
• Gold Line East Side Phase 2 to either El Monte or Whittier
• South Bay Green Line Extension to Torrance Transit Center
• West Santa Ana Transit Corridor Light Rail from Artesia to Union Station Phase 2
• Sepulveda Pass Corridor

Final 10 years
• Crenshaw Light Rail Northern Extension to West Hollywood
• Orange Line Conversion to Light Rail
• Lincoln Boulevard Bus Rapid Transit System from LAX to Santa Monica
• Close the Green Line to Norwalk Metrolink Station Gap
• Sepulveda Pass Corridor Expanded from Westwood to LAX

Regional Active Transportation Program
Two percent of funding is being put towards the Regional Active Transportation Program to 
“encourage, promote, and facilitate” Angelenos walking, biking, and taking public 
transportation. $17 million would be generated annually for projects like bike hubs, bike lanes, 
the Safe Routes to Schools program, and street improvements. Metro’s “fi rst mile/last mile” 
project aims to provide more access points to public transportation to eliminate the fi rst and 
last mile of of a person’s commute when they would typically be on foot.

Sepulveda Pass
corridor
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A POTENTIAL 2040 LOS ANGELES METRO SUBWAY SYSTEM MAP

PotenƟ al 2040 L.A. Metro map, based on exisƟ ng plans and proposals with some creaƟ ve license, designed by Nick Andert

CULVER CITY 
EXPO STATION SITE
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CULVER CITY 2012 BICYCLE & PEDESTRIAN MASTER PLAN

ExisƟ ng bike and pedestrian faciliƟ es within the study area Proposed bikeways

ExisƟ ng pedestrian acƟ vity Proposed pedestrian network
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EXPO-TO-DOWNTOWN BICYCLE CONNECTOR STUDY 
2016

Th e study looks at developing a feasible way to provide a 
high-quality bikeway between the Expo Line Station and 
Downtown Culver City. Th e consultant team considered a 
range of bikeway types, ranging from sharrows to painted 
bike lanes to protected bike lanes. To provide a safe and 
comfortable experience, the study is recommending a two-
way protected bike lane with signalized intersections. 
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IVY STATION - COMPREHENSIVE PLAN 2016

BICYCLE IMPROVEMENTS
Th ere is a Class II dedicated bicycle lane along Venice
Boulevard in both east and west directions, which is
also included in the City of Los Angeles Pedestrian and
Bicycle Plan. A bicycle path (Class I) was constructed
along most of the Expo Light Rail alignment except 
between National Boulevard/Wesley Street and Venice
Boulevard/Robertson Boulevard. Th e City of Culver
City is proposing to include a Class III (bike route) on
Wesley Street and stripe Class II bike lanes on 
Washington Boulevard between Wesley Street and 
National Boulevard.
Th e Ivy Station development will construct a Class II
bicycle lane on National Boulevard between Washington
Boulevard and Venice Boulevard in both directions
that will serve as a key connection for bicyclists
traveling between Washington Boulevard and Venice
Boulevard. Additionally, bicycles can access the Expo
station from Washington/National intersection by
traveling west on Washington Boulevard and utilizing
the shared pedestrian and bicycle path underneath
the station platform. Th ese improvements combined
with the City programmed improvements on Wesley
Street and Washington Boulevard would result in a
well-connected bicycle network in this area.
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CULVER CITY BUS EXISTING ROUTES 

ExisƟ ng Culver City bus routes in study area 

CULVER CITY 
EXPO STATION SITE
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APPENDIX A: EXISTING CONDITIONS ANALYSIS

ACCESS / GATEWAYS TO THE TOD DISTRIC AREA

Th e diagram on the right shows how access to the 
TOD District area within a 20 minutes’ walk radi-
us from the Expo Metro Station is limited because 
of two physical constraints: the 10 Freeway on the 
North side and the Ballona Creek on the South side. 

Th is condition contributes to create pinch points to 
the road network because of lack of redundancy in 
the grid system.

CULVER CITY 
TRANSIT ORIENTED 

DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT
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CULVER CITY EXPO STATION SITE

SPATIAL SYNTAX ANALYSIS / CONNECTIVITY

Th e measures that are considered for this analysis,
which aims to capture the relationship of street
segments within a network, are integration and
connectivity. Th e measure of integration is 
considered a global measure, while connectivity is 
considered a local measure.

Connectivity
Connectivity is a measure that takes into 
consideration the number of neighboring segments
that are directly connected to a particular street
segment or a space, by accounting for the number
of immediate neighbors. Th is is a local measure
meaning that it considers the segments in relation to 
their surroundings and not the entirety of the
network.

Th e map on the right, which depicts an area of about 
a 1 mile radius from the center of the study area, 
takes into consideration the road network move-
ment, realized either by bike or motorized vehicle. 
Th is captures which spaces are better 
connected to neighboring segments in distance 
equivalent to about 20 minutes on bike or 3.3. Miles. 
It is important to reiterate that this is a local measure 
and considers each segment in relation to its closest 
neighbors, not the entire network.

Th e connectivity analysis presented here reveals 
certain areas of interest that appear to have a high 
internal connectivity. Th e most prominent of these 
can be observed in the residential zone of “Palms”, 
where one can observe a strong grid pattern. 
Another area, which this study demonstrates to 
have high internal connectivity, is the residential 
zone between National Boulevard and Cattaraugus 
Avenue. In contrast, areas identifi ed through this 
study to have low internal connectivity include the 
zone of Licerne-Higuera (between Washington Blvd. 
and Eastham Dr.), as well as the cycle path along the 
Ballona Creek and Jeff erson Boulevard. Th is analysis 
demonstrates that zones with a stronger grid pattern 
have a better fl ow and connectivity than areas with 
larger blocks or irregular street grid. ConnecƟ vity analysis within 20 minutes’ walk - 1 mile radius from Expo StaƟ on
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SPATIAL SYNTAX ANALYSIS / CONNECTIVITY

CULVER CITY EXPO STATION SITE

APPENDIX A: EXISTING CONDITIONS ANALYSIS

ConnecƟ vity analysis within 10 minutes’ walk - 1/2 mile radius from Expo StaƟ on

Th e measures that are considered for this analysis,
which aims to capture the relationship of street
segments within a network, are integration and
connectivity. Th e measure of integration is 
considered a global measure, while connectivity is 
considered a local measure.

Connectivity
Connectivity is a measure that takes into 
consideration the number of neighboring segments
that are directly connected to a particular street
segment or a space, by accounting for the number
of immediate neighbors. Th is is a local measure
meaning that it considers the segments in relation to 
their surroundings and not the entirety of the
network.

Th is map presents the connectivity of the 
pedestrian network in an area equivalent to a 
half-mile radius from the Culver City Expo Line 
station. It depicts which spaces are better 
connected to neighboring segments in a distance 
equivalent to about a 10 minutes’ walk.

Th e map shows how pedestrians have a more 
connected network in areas such as the area 
between Washington Boulevard and Lucerne 
Avenue. Th ere is also a good connectivity for 
pedestrians in the area surrounding Syd Kronenthal
Park. However, in areas closer to the Expo 
station pedestrians face a less connected network. 
Th e quadrant surrounded by National Boulevard, 
Washington Boulevard, S Canfi eld Av, and the Santa 
Monica Freeway is highly problematic for 
pedestrian movement. It is also evident the lack of 
crossings on Venice and how that limits 
connectivity.
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SPATIAL SYNTAX ANALYSIS / INTEGRATION

IntegraƟ on analysis within 20 minutes’ walk - 1 mile radius from Expo StaƟ on

CULVER CITY EXPO STATION SITE

Th e measures that are considered for this analysis,
which aims to capture the relationship of street
segments within a network, are integration and
connectivity. Th e measure of integration is 
considered a global measure, while connectivity is 
considered a local measure.

Integration
Integration is a measure of accessibility, which
considers the potential of meeting in a certain
space. Integration is considered a global measure,
as opposed to connectivity, meaning that the 
output calculated, takes into consideration the
relationship of various street segments to the 
entirety of the network.

Th is map shows the integration of the street 
network in the study area within 1 mile radius from 
the Expo Station. In red the segments that are best 
integrated in relation to the entire network. 
Considered solely in spatial terms the street 
segments that have higher integration (in warmer 
colours) have more potential for having a higher 
presence of people.

Th e integration study for the 1 mile radius network 
demonstrated that streets like Venice Boulevard, 
Washington Boulevard, and National Boulevard are 
well integrated in relation to the rest of the 
network. Th ese streets are important connectors 
within the network and are more frequently used by 
driver or cyclists to move around the area. 
Also, the study shows how the neighbourhoods of 
Lucerne - Higuera to the South and Mc Manus to 
the East present limited integration with their sur-
roundings.



53

SPATIAL SYNTAX ANALYSIS / INTEGRATION

Th e measures that are considered for this analysis,
which aims to capture the relationship of street
segments within a network, are integration and
connectivity. Th e measure of integration is 
considered a global measure, while connectivity is 
considered a local measure.

Integration
Integration is a measure of accessibility, which
considers the potential of meeting in a certain
space. Integration is considered a global measure,
as opposed to connectivity, meaning that the 
output calculated, takes into consideration the
relationship of various street segments to the 
entirety of the network.

Th e following map shows the integration of the 
pedestrian network in an area of half a mile radius 
from the center of the study area, or 10 minutes’ 
walk. Th e map depicts the integration of the 
sidewalk segments to the entirety of the network. In 
the same way as the previous map, the segments in 
the warmer colors are classifi ed as better 
integrated and therefore considered to have a higher 
probability of having the presence of people. Th at 
is, if only considering the spatial dynamic of each 
segment within the network.

Th e study reveals that in terms of the mapped 
pedestrian network, segments around the Expo Sta-
tion site are better integrated to the network. 
Th is means that in terms of their relation to the 
network, pedestrians are more likely to use these 
segments to move within the network. 
It is important to emphasize however, that this study 
solely focuses on integration to the network and 
does not take into consideration other 
important variables such as pedestrian 
infrastructure or roads speed.

IntegraƟ on analysis within 10 minutes’ walk - 1/2 mile radius from Expo StaƟ on

APPENDIX A: EXISTING CONDITIONS ANALYSIS

CULVER CITY EXPO STATION SITE
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A Pedestrian Environment Review System (PERS) audit 

Links: Any footway, footpath or highway.

Crossings: Any signalized crosswalk.

Bus stops for Culver City 
Bus, Santa Monica Big Blue Bus, and Metro.

-

 

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

PEDESTRIAN ENVIRONMENT REVIEW SYSTEM (PERS) AUDIT  
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PEDESTRIAN ENVIRONMENT REVIEW SYSTEM (PERS) AUDIT  
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Low
Very Low

CULVER CITY 
EXPO STATION SITE

APPENDIX A: EXISTING CONDITIONS ANALYSIS

BICYCLING POTENTIAL INDEX / LOS ANGELES COUNTY

Los Angeles County Bicycling PotenƟ al Index

Steer Davies Gleave has developed the Bicycling 
Potential Index (BPI) as an objective, 
evidence-based method of assessing the 
potential for bicycling in a given location. 
Th e index is based on data refl ecting three of the 
most important infl uences on bicycling; hilli-
ness, socio-demographics and commute length. 
Th e output is an index score between 1 (least 
potential for bicycling) and 5 (most potential for 
bicycling) assigned to 400-meter hexagons. Th is 
can be used to help identify locations to be stud-
ied further, and where it would be best to direct 
investment in cycling infrastructure. 

Th e demographic information considered is:
• Persons age 15-34
• Persons in school aged 18-24
• Households without access to a vehicle
• Commuters who bike and total commuters
• Commuters who walk, drive less than 10 

minutes, or take transit less than 20 
minutes

Th e diagram on the right shows the Bicycling 
Potential Index for Los Angeles County. 
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BICYCLING POTENTIAL INDEX / CULVER CITY

Th e diagram on the right shows the Bicycling 
Potential Index for the area within 3-mile radius 
from the Expo Station Site. Th e 3-mile radius 
/ 20 minutes’ bike ride is considered the limit 
of the bike shed per the Metro First Last Mile 
Strategic Plan and for a comfortable end-to-end 
bike trip. 

In darker yellow the areas where the potential for 
bicycling is higher. Notably the areas of 
Miracle Mile and Mid-Wilshire, Palms, Venice 
Blvd, Rancho Park, Hasuer Blvd and 
Pico-Robertson.

CULVER CITY 
EXPO STATION SITE

Bicycling PotenƟ al Index within 3 mile radius from the Expo StaƟ on site
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APPENDIX B: DOCUMENTATION OF PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT PROCESS - WORKSHOPS

DOCUMENTATION OF PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT PROCESS

WORKSHOPS

B

Thursday, March 23 Workshop I:  How do we get there from here?

Saturday, April 22 Workshop II:  “Bikeshop” (10:00 am – Noon)
 Meet at El Barone parking lot, 8641 Washington Boulevard

 Workshop III:  “Walkshop” (Noon – 2:00 pm)
 Meet at the Expo Station, 8817 Washington Boulevard

Monday, May 1 Workshop IV:  What We Heard:  Summary of Issues (6:30 – 8:30)
 Multipurpose Room Veterans Memorial Building

Tuesday, May 9 Workshop V:  Design Community Roundtable (6:30 – 8:30)
 Rotunda Room, Veterans Memorial Building

Thursday, May 25 Workshop VI:  Design Charrette (6:30 – 8:30)
 Rotunda Room, Veterans Memorial Building

Thursday, June 15 Workshop VII:  Review of Preliminary Recommendations (7:30 – 9:00)
 Multipurpose Room, Veterans Memorial Building

Thursday, July 6 Workshop VIII:  Presentation of Final Recommendations (6:30 – 8:30)
 Location to be announced

CULVER CITY TOD VISIONING WORKSHOP SCHEDULE
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HOW DO WE GET THERE FROM HERE?

WORKSHOP - I

MOBILITY MATTERS
The inaugural workshop sought to understand those qualities and 
characteristics of Culver City that residents and business owners 
found to be essential to the place, and what might threaten those 
qualities and jeopardize the character of the place.  Approximately 
65 participants engaged in a series of small group exercises designed 
to identify and begin to define those issues that should be tackled in 
a mobility plan.  The activities were organized around the questions 
“What makes Culver City special?  What creates the unique charac-
ter of Culver City and contributes to its sense of place? What are the 
critical challenges to the city’s character, today and in the future? 

Small work groups tackled these questions together, and reported 
back to the group at large in the last half of the session.  As a fol-
low-up to the workshop, the consultant team tabulated the findings of 
the group and prepared word clouds showing the groups’ priorities.  
These were posted on the project’s webpage.

MARCH 23RD, 2017



CULVER CITY T O D VISIONING STUDY & RECOMMENDATIONS66

GRADING THE CITY
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GRADING THE CITY - MOBILITY

THERE SEEMS TO BE CONSENSUS IN THE 
COMMUNITY REGARDING MOST ISSUES OF 
TRADITIONAL MOBILITY EXCEPT PARKING.

PARKING FLUCTUATES EQUALLY BETWEEN 
POOR AVERAGE AND GOOD AND THIS 
COULD BE DUE TO PARKING ISSUES AT A 
MICRO NEIGHBORHOOD LEVEL.

CARSHARING AND BIKESHARING HAVE A 
FAIL GRADE AS THERE IS AS YET NO CITY-
WIDE PROGRAM FOR THEM.
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GRADING THE CITY - T.O.D DEVELOPMENT & LAND USE

THE COMMUNITY VIEWS THE TRANSIT IN 
CULVER CITY AS A POSITIVE BUT SEEM TO 
HAVE A MIXED OPINION ABOUT TRANSIT 
ORIENTED DEVELOPMENT AND ITS AESTHET-
ICAL QUALITIES.

THERE IS CONSENSUS ABOUT MOST LAND 
USE ISSUES EXCEPT SERVICES AND OPEN 
SPACE. 

THE GENERAL OPENION IS THAT, THERE IS A 
LACK OF NEIGHBORHOOD PARKS.
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GRADING THE CITY - LANDSCAPE/ STREETSCAPE & OTHER ISSUES

LANDSCAPE AND STREETSCAPE IN THE CITY 
ARE VIEWED FAVOURABLY BY THE COMMUNI-
TY.

WHILE THERE WRE SOME MIXED OPINIONS 
ABOUT THE PUBLIC ART AROUND THE CITY,  IT 
WAS GENERALLY VIEW IN A POSITIVE LIGHT 
ALONG WITH MAINTAINANCE AND SECURITY.
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MAPPING ISSUES AND CONCERNS
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BIKESHOP / WALKSHOP

BIKES

• Biking on Venice and National is not safe, comfortable, or pleas-
ant

• Reconfigure lanes on National at Washington to extend bike lane 
through the intersection.

• Consider a grade-separated bike and pedestrian bridge over 
Washington/National and Venice/Robertson.

• Ensure bike connections through Ivy Station along the Expo line.

• Bike lanes on both sides of Robertson between Venice and Wash-
ington.

• Improve bike routes through Downtown to connect the eastside 
with the westside.

• More and better bike connections to Ballona Creek (e.g., at Van 
Buren).

• Better security on the  Ballona Creek Bike Path

• Improve bike wayfinding signage and pavement markings.

OBSERVATIONS ON FOOT AND BIKE

WALKABILITY

• Encourage a high quality pedestrian environment by requiring 
pedestrian-active uses on Washington in all new development.

• Require easements to connect dead end street sidewalks from 
residential neighborhoods to Washington and National. 

• More crosswalks on Washington.

• Widen the sidewalks on the south side of National.

• Add a crosswalk on the west side of the Robertson-Venice intersec-
tion.

• Consider a pedestrian bridge connection from the Ince parking 
structure into Downtown.

• Maintain safe and convenient pedestrian paths during construc-
tion of new projects.

• Bikers feel safer on sidewalks, but pose safety hazards for pedes-
trians.

• Improve  wayfinding signage.

WORKSHOP - II & III
APRIL 22ND, 2017
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TRAFFIC

Washington Boulevard
• Prioritize pedestrians first, bikes and transit next, and cars last.

• Re-visit the Downtown Connector bike lane as part of a more 
comprehensive design for Washington Blvd.

• Slow down the traffic.

• More parking for employees and customers

• Narrow the street and widen the sidewalks to make more space 
for pedestrians.

• Consider angled parking.

• Provide more crosswalks.

• Provide an east-west shuttle between East Washington and Down-
town  to connect to the transit station.

TRAFFIC

Neighborhood Traffic

• Open Wesley St. to connect across National Blvd.

• Connect Jacob St. to Wesley to improve local access.

• Slow down traffic on Higuera St. -- current measures are ineffec-
tive.

• Traffic calming throughout the neighborhoods

• Slow down traffic on Culver Blvd.

PARKING

• Consider a shared parking strategy.

• Use excess R.O.W. for employee parking at La Cienega Ave..

• Consider angled parking on Washington.
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ISSUES 

VISIONING

• BARRIERS LIMIT POINTS OF ACCESS 
AND AFFECT:

o SPEED OF TRAFFIC

o VOLUME OF TRAFFIC

o THROUGH TRAFFIC

o SHORT-CUT TRAFFIC

TTRAFFIC

VISIONING

• THE AREA LIES ACROSS TWO CITIES

• TWO CENTERS NEED TO BE LINKED:
EAST WASHINGTON TO DOWNTOWN

TTHINGS DON’T CONNECT

DOWNTOWN

EAST WASHINGTON
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VISIONING

• DEAD ENDS AND CUL-DE-SACS FOR 
BIKES AND PEDESTRIANS

• NEIGHBORHOODS ARE ISOLATED

TTHINGS DON’T CONNECT

RANCHO HIGUERA

ARTS DISTRICT

VISIONING

DDISTINCT SUB--DDISTRICTS

“NO MAN’S LAND”

DOWNTOWN

CORE T.O.D. HUB

EAST WASHINGTON
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VISIONING

FUTURE DEVELOPMENT TO 
SUPPORT CONNECTIVITY

TAME THE TRAFFIC 
ON HIGUERA

OPEN THE NEIGHBORHOODS
FOR RESIDENTS

INTEGRATE DOWNTOWN INTO 
THE DISTRICT AND STRENGTHEN 
CONNECTION TO STATION

STRENGTHEN THE STATION AREA 
AS THE HUB OF THE DISTRICT

COMPLETE STREET –
PEDESTRIANS FIRST!

11

22

33

44

55

DDISTINCT SUB--DDISTRICTS East Eashington Boulevard

• Complete street – pedestrians first

• Slower traffic – more signals, crosswalks, sidewalks, transit, an-
gled parking

• Better access from neighborhoods – connect wesley across nation-
al, jacob to wesley, possible bridge access from sentney

• Discourage traffic on jacob – traffic calming, limited turns in from 
washington

National Boulevard

• Complete bike path connection from national to venice – remove 
one turn lane to extend, possible bridge crossing

• Widen and improve sidewalk connection on south side of national 
from expo station to hayden tract

Higuera Street

• More effective traffic calming measures on higuera

• Improved pedestrian access from rancho higuera neighborhood 
to washington and the expo station

• Better bike access to ballona creek at van buren

T.O.D Hub

• Pedestrian and bike access on all sides

• Improve crosswalks

• Improve wayfinding

West Washington

• Pedestrian paths through all new development

• Improve connections to station

• Complete connections from dead end sidewalk

FOCUS AREAS

VISIONING

IDEAS
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WHAT WE HEARD: A SUMMARY OF ISSUES

WORKSHOP - IV
MAY 1ST, 2017

Following the initial workshop and the two workshops in the field, the 
consultant team took the issues reported by the participants, com-
bined with findings from the team’s original research, and reported 
back to the attendees the key factors that the team took from the 
input, for the groups’ confirmation and comment.  Break-out groups 
then responded with annotations on a series of maps, as well as writ-
ten comments and recommendations.
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TEAM 2
• Higuera wants immediate relief

• Cul-de-sac and one-way streets take too long to implement; traf-
fic calming measures like speed bumps and 2-way stop signs

• Cannot get out of residential driveway

• Safe passages to school for walking + biking - Cross walks with 
flashing lights

• Create exit only path from Wesley

• Right/ left, out only at Wesley (not through traffic)

• Restrict in/ out to residents

• Construction during rush hour concerns – lane closures

• Limit parking for residences and commercial development in the 
TOD

• Shuttle buses + centralized parking

• Increase cost of parking

• Electric micro-buses like in Manhattan Beach

• Concern about coordinating with Los Angeles

• Helms architectural style of development in the TOD

• Access not enduring/ quality

• The more difficult you make it to drive on Washington the better to 
stop cut-through traffic

TEAM 4
• Turn restriction on Washington from 4-7 am

• Uniform application

• One-way couplets on Ince

• Traffic calming

• Jacob – resident only new one-way bridge – Wesley connection

• Reversable lanes

• Widen sidewalks on National

• Shuttle from Expo station to Hayden tract

• Make Washington – La Cienega more pedestrian and bike friend-
ly 

• City communication with residents affected – 1000’ is not suffi-
cient

• Signage directional

• Pedestrian bridge - Ince-Jefferson over Ballona Creek

TEAM 5
• Background 

• Ivy Station precipitated

• Parking

• Competing needs (young, old, driving, walking)

• Arts district landlocked

• Mobility & land use – start with mobility

• Washington / National – Wesley cut through – would opening 
Wesley do anything – risk of more cut through from Duquesne 
and Lucerne

• Bike lane straight through from TOD to Washington south side & 
National

• From North bound Higuera @ Washington, turns only (no io ac-
cess)

• Better solution to cut through …Higuera diverter – cul de sac

• Higuera pedestrian

• …..

• Analyze various lane configurations on Washington

• Slow Ince ( but possibily use its capacity to end? Traffic on other 
streets
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• Better traffic calming on Higuera than traffic circles – they are 
ineffective – make it safer for pedestrians

• Slow traffic on Wesley, Helms, Schaefer

• Cattle corner

TEAM 6
• Opps and Cons

• Consider La Cienega also as TOD (Hayden + 2 sides), consider 
traffic around

• Examples back alleys of Pasadena; permeability for pedestrian; 
public –private collaboration

• Washington blvd complete street; more program; design is now 
convenient for cars; make whole TOD are pedestrian first

• 1st and last mile keep is from “trains”

…………………………..

TEAM 7
• Hayden Tract

• • Cut-through

• • Destination

• • Bridge Closure

• • Cul-de-sac Hayden

• National

• • Bike Path

• • Incentives

• • Tom

• • Carpools

• • Train

• One Way traffic on Higuera – Traffic calming on Higuera

• • South on Ince

• • North on Higuera

• Robertson Boulevard South/ only left or right

• Hayden Tract – Bridge from Hayden to Jefferson

• Cannot stop urbanization & development in LA so protect neigh-
borhood through traffic calming and isolation

• Jefferson + Nation intersection needs alternative routes into 
Hayden (Needs its own visioning re traffic)

• TOD needs Uber/ Lyft drop off zone

• Protected bus + bike lanes on major boulevards

• Pedestrian bridge on Ince Blvd to Ballona creek

• Road Diet – “Complete Streets” – pedestrian + buses/ shuttle

TEAM 8
• Land Use – more mixed use development needed

• More “mom + pop” businesses

• Art district is a mix of uses/ district changes

• Arts district – more retail

• Not enough N/S crossing

• More multi modal – more walkable

• Don’t add more parking

• Residential areas need parking

• New development doesn’t need so much parking

• Residential parking demand needs TDM (reduce auto dependen-
cy)

• Destination/ employer relationship vs residential

• Employee vs resident parking needs (must distinguish)

• Look at La Cienega Ave for parking with business parking (shared 

parking)

• Prevent cut through traffic through neighborhoods

• Eum of expo lot, residential parking district has created too much 
demand for parking in TOD area

• Slow traffic + grow new business

• Funding for improvement – how? TDM

• Toll roads
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DESIGN COMMUNITY ROUNDTABLE

WORKSHOP - V

A video recording of the panel discussion is available at:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1Ox9y0cfwAk

This workshop broke with the patterns of the first four and convened 
a panel of notable local architects to share their perspectives on the 
issues of mobility in 21st century Culver City.  Culver City may have 
more architects and design professionals per square foot than any 
other city in America.  The Culver City TOD Visioning project team 
hosted a roundtable discussion with some of the most respected ar-
chitects in the world, all of whom live and/or work in Culver City. The 
consultant team shared with the panel the issues and concerns about 
mobility in Culver City that we had been hearing from all of the Cul-
ver city citizens in the past several workshops and heard the panel’s 
views on how best to think about them. 

Design Panel Participants:

Steven Ehrlich FAIA, Ehrlich Yanai Rhee Chaney Architects

Hsinming Fung AIA, Hodgetts + Fung

Craig Hodgetts FAIA, Hodgetts + Fung

Thom Mayne FAIA, Morphosis

Eric Owen Moss FAIA, Eric Owen Moss Architects

William H. Fain, Jr. FAIA, Johnson Fain, Moderator

MAY 9TH, 2017
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TOD VVISIONING

WORKSHOP V

MOBILITY IN CULVER CITY:
A Roundtable Discussion
May 9, 2017

TOD VVISIONING

WHAT WE HAVE HEARD FROM THE COMMUNITY

ISSUES AND IDEAS

TOD VVISIONING

ISSUES AND IDEAS

TOO MUCH TRAFFIC

More cars drive to and through 
Culver City than live here.

TOD VVISIONING

ISSUES AND IDEAS

TRAFFIC

TOD VVISIONING

ISSUES AND IDEAS

TRAFFIC

TOD VVISIONING

ISSUES AND IDEAS

TOO MUCH TRAFFIC

How can we discourage 
through-traffic in Culver City 
and enable access for those 
living and working there?
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TOD VVISIONING

ISSUES AND IDEAS

THINGS DON’T CONNECT

Neighborhoods are locked in, 
streets are discontinuous, 
downtown is isolated from the 
Expo Station, and the entire city 
is embedded in Los Angeles.

TOD VVISIONING

ISSUES AND IDEAS

TRAFFIC

TOD VVISIONING

ISSUES AND IDEAS

DEAD ENDS AND CUL-DE-SACS FOR 
BIKES AND PEDESTRIANS

NEIGHBORHOODS ARE ISOLATED

THINGS DON’T CONNECT

TOD VVISIONING

ISSUES AND IDEAS

THE AREA LIES ACROSS TWO CITIES

TWO CENTERS NEED TO BE LINKED:
EAST WASHINGTON TO DOWNTOWN

THINGS DON’T CONNECT

TOD VVISIONING

ISSUES AND IDEAS

THINGS DON’T CONNECT

With neighborhoods wanting to be 
porous and connected but feeling 
they are under threat by “outsiders,” 
how can connectivity and exclusivity 
be resolved?

TOD VVISIONING

ISSUES AND IDEAS

A BIGGER QUESTION

Culver City’s mobility issues 
are bigger than Culver City.
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TOD VVISIONING

ISSUES AND IDEAS

A BIGGER QUESTION

TOD VVISIONING

ISSUES AND IDEAS

A BIGGER QUESTION

What is the future of mobility 
in Culver City?

TOD VVISIONING

ISSUES AND IDEAS

THE PANEL

TOD VVISIONING

ISSUES AND IDEAS

THE PANEL
Steven Ehrlich FAIA, Ehrlich Yanai Rhee Chaney Architects

Hsinming Fung AIA, Hodgetts + Fung

Craig Hodgetts FAIA, Hodgetts + Fung

Thom Mayne FAIA, Morphosis

Eric Owen Moss FAIA, Eric Owen Moss Architects

William H. Fain, Jr. FAIA, Johnson Fain, Moderator

TOD VVISIONING

ISSUES AND IDEAS

THE PANEL

HODGETTS + FUNG

MORPHOSIS

ERIC OWEN MOSS

EHRLICH YANAI RHEE CHANEY

TOD VVISIONING

POST YOUR COMMENTS!

https://culverTODvision.org
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Brief “short courses” on current thinking and trends in mobility from 
three international experts.

1. Smart Cities 

Craig Nelson, Los Angeles

2. Transportation Demand Management (TDM) 

and Multi-Modality 

 Geoff England, Vancouver 

3. Complete Streets 

Peter Piet, London

DESIGN CHARRETTE: THREE “TOD TALKS”

WORKSHOP - VI

Video of the “TOD Talks” is available at:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dckXPuGlS2Y

MAY 25TH, 2017

TEAM 1

• Must have bike lanes/ cycle track

• Must keep tree median in the Arts district

• Transit/ parking lanes more detail at transit center

• Prioritizw pedestrians 

TEAM 2

• Combo Transit – locals only lane

• Diagonal parking does not work on Washington Blvd.

• Reduce parking in TOD area

• Keep a green median east side. Smaller is ok.

• Larchmont Blvd is a good example

• Diagonal parking with bike lane next to sidewalk will not work 
with LA drivers 

• More crosswalks on Washington Blvd.

• Speed tables as crosswalks on Washington, Lucerne and Higuera 
Street.

• Wider sidewalks

• Connect Wesley to National as an exit only lane from the Arts 
district

• Either a speed table or traffic light at each intersection of Wash-
ington East.

• First construct convertible perimeter parking garage then lose all 
street parking

• Need shuttles every 4 minutes; also bring back the Dash.
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TEAM 3

OPTION 2:

• Offers all modes of transportation

SECTION D

• Required parking

• Make Washington more local based – reduce corridor traffic

• Make it more pedestrian/ bicycle friendly – expedite transit

• Slow traffic down

• Reliable transit – more frequent, more precise (info) technology

T.O.D DEVELOPMENT

• Worries about increased density & heights with new development

• They like current building profile and character that revokes the 
history of Culver

• They really like the feel of Helms

TEAM 4

• Area segments on either side of Section B doesn’t need on-street 
parking

• Is on street parking needed b/w section C-D Helms etc

• Taking away capacity may seem counterintuitive but it forces peo-
ple to make alternative decisions

• La Cienega – Helms – street parking critical; Helms & Robertson 
will not be necessary

• More stops/ signals

• West Robertson have to keep on street

• Flex transit priority – transition to full transit transit-dedication

• Wayfinding

TEAM 5

• No dedicated bike lane

• No widening of sidewalk

TEAM 6

• Concern that calming will affect other streets – drivers who want 
to cut through to other destinations

• Flex parking 

• Lane for traffic during peak hours

• Parking for businesses at other times

• Preserve median or not? Narrow? Functuality as left turn pocket

• Trees on side better

• Double the lanes – equal double capacity; double the people – 
double the traffic

• Fundamental question: Two lanes for cars on Washington – would 
flow/ capacity of one lane make up for lost car lane?

• Faster buses equates more ridership; protected bikes equates 
more bike riders

• With more alternatives, maybe lower need for on street parking

• On street parking is most valuable for going to one’s business

• Time of day as part of solution

• People might be ready for weird

TEAM 8

PRIORITIES

• Safety especially for kids to move around

• Two lanes of travel each way is important but reducing that can 
divert traffic to elsewhere

• Flexibility in lane use throughout the day; different problems at 
different times of the day

• Capacity of the street directly influence the volume of traffic into 
that street

• Medians are restrictive – wider sidewalks are better

• More trees create a calming effect

• There are not enough crosswalks and there are not safe ones with 
flashing lights – cars come too fast

• Cars coming to a destination are welcome; it is the through-traffic 
that is just passing through that are too fast.

• If you limit the amount of cars, streets will become safer for other 
modes

• If we remove street parking, how do we replace it?

OPTION 6: 

• Wide sidewalks, flexibility in lane use (good for rush hour)

• Public transit is not currently so big in Culver

• Because Washington is preferred to be local – add priority to 
bikes and a small local shuttle service

OPTION 2C:

• No traffic, large sidewalks

• One flexible lane in the center that changes direction based on 
time of the day (Reversible lane)

• Option of mass transit and parking staggering

• Double bike lane is ok
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PRELIMINARY RECOMMENDATIONS

WORKSHOP - VII

This workshop focused on measures for improving pedestrian, tran-
sit, and bike circulation as well as further development of design for 
Washington Boulevard as a Complete Street.  This represented the 
synthesis of issues and concerns heard throughout the preceding 
workshop sessions, and was presented as a lengthy and detailed set 
of design options that the consultant team deemed to have the great-
est effectiveness.  Break-out groups after the detailed presentation 
reviewed printed copies of the “book” of drawings and proposals, 
annotating them with their comments and observations.

JUNE 15TH, 2017

VISIONING

TOD VVISIONING

WORKSHOP I: How do we get there from here?

WORKSHOP II: BIKEshop

WORKSHOP III: WALKshop

WORKSHOP IV: What we heard (so far…)

WORKSHOP V: Design Roundtable

WORKSHOP VI: Designing for Mobility

THE PROCESS UP TO NOW

TOD VVISIONING

ISSUES AND IDEAS

TOD VVISIONING

GOALS AND PRIORITIES

PEDESTRIANS FIRST!

TRANSIT NEXT

THEN BIKES

AND CARS LAST

ISSUES AND IDEAS

TOD VVISIONING

WASHINGTON BLVD:  A COMPLETE STREET

TOD VVISIONING

WASHINGTON BLVD:  A COMPLETE STREET
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TOD VVISIONING

WASHINGTON BLVD:  A COMPLETE STREET

TOD VVISIONING

PEDESTRIAN NETWORK

DESIGN IDEAS

TOD VVISIONING

BUILD OUT POTENTIAL

TOD VVISIONING

PEDESTRIAN NETWORK

TOD VVISIONING

PEDESTRIAN NETWORK

TOD VVISIONING

PEDESTRIAN NETWORK
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TOD VVISIONING

PEDESTRIAN NETWORK

TOD VVISIONING

PEDESTRIAN NETWORK

TOD VVISIONING

PEDESTRIAN NETWORK

TOD VVISIONING

PEDESTRIAN NETWORK

TOD VVISIONING

PEDESTRIAN NETWORK

TOD VVISIONING

PEDESTRIAN NETWORK
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TOD VVISIONING

PEDESTRIAN NETWORK

TOD VVISIONING

PEDESTRIAN NETWORK

TOD VVISIONING

PEDESTRIAN NETWORK

TOD VVISIONING

PEDESTRIAN NETWORK

TOD VVISIONING

PEDESTRIAN NETWORK

TOD VVISIONING

PEDESTRIAN NETWORK
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TOD VVISIONING

PEDESTRIAN NETWORK

TOD VVISIONING

PEDESTRIAN NETWORK

TOD VVISIONING

PEDESTRIAN NETWORK

TOD VVISIONING

PEDESTRIAN NETWORK

TOD VVISIONING

PEDESTRIAN NETWORK

TOD VVISIONING

PEDESTRIAN NETWORK
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TOD VVISIONING

PEDESTRIAN NETWORK

TOD VVISIONING

PEDESTRIAN NETWORK

TOD VVISIONING

PEDESTRIAN NETWORK

TOD VVISIONING

BICYCLE NETWORK

DESIGN IDEAS

TOD VVISIONING

BIKE NETWORK

TOD VVISIONING

TRANSIT NETWORK
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TOD VVISIONING

BIKE NETWORK

TOD VVISIONING

BIKE NETWORK

TOD VVISIONING

BIKE NETWORK

TOD VVISIONING

BIKE NETWORK

TOD VVISIONING

BIKE NETWORK

TOD VVISIONING

BIKE NETWORK
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TOD VVISIONING

BIKE NETWORK

TOD VVISIONING

BIKE NETWORK

TOD VVISIONING

BIKE NETWORK

TOD VVISIONING

TRANSIT NETWORK

DESIGN IDEAS

TOD VVISIONING

TRANSIT NETWORK

TOD VVISIONING

TRANSIT NETWORK
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TOD VVISIONING

TRANSIT NETWORK

TOD VVISIONING

TRAFFIC NETWORK

TOD VVISIONING

TRAFFIC NETWORK

TOD VVISIONING

TRAFFIC NETWORK

TOD VVISIONING

TRANSIT NETWORK

TOD VVISIONING

TRANSIT NETWORK
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TOD VVISIONING

TRANSIT NETWORK

TOD VVISIONING

TRAFFIC NETWORK

TOD VVISIONING

ACCESS STRATEGY

TOD VVISIONING

TRAFFIC NETWORK

TOD VVISIONING

TRAFFIC NETWORK

TOD VVISIONING

TRAFFIC NETWORK
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TOD VVISIONING

TRAFFIC NETWORK

TOD VVISIONING

TRAFFIC NETWORK

TOD VVISIONING

TRAFFIC NETWORK

TOD VVISIONING

TRAFFIC NETWORK

TOD VVISIONING

TRAFFIC NETWORK

TOD VVISIONING

TRAFFIC NETWORK
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VISION CONCEPTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

WORKSHOP - VIII

Presentation of the Concepts and Recommendations Post-presentation Disscussion and Comments

In this final workshop, we sought comments on the design team’s rec-
ommendations for improving pedestrian, transit, and bike circulation 
around and within the Transit Oriented District.

JULY 6TH, 2017
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DISCUSSION

FOCUS GROUP
APRIL 25TH, 2017

On behalf of the City of Culver City and its consultant team (Johnson 
Fain, Steer Davies Gleave, and KOA Corporation), a few concerned 
citizens were invited to a small group discussion of issues and matters 
of concern in the Culver City TOD Visioning Study area. Following are 
a few keypoints about the discussion.

[GM]: Washington Boulevard needs to be a great street with inten-
tional design – wide sidewalks, bike lane, maybe only one lane of 
traffic in each direction.  Look at the Colorado Boulevard Esplanade 
in Santa Monica.  

[EP]: The problem is drive-through traffic, traveling too fast.

[KM]: Reducing traffic on WB will lead to a shift in the kinds of busi-
nesses there – less dependent on drive-by traffic.

[GM]: Traffic needs to be slower, maybe like Larchmont.  Maybe 
more stoplights.  But we still need parking.

 We need to leverage other cities’ programs and budgets for 
areawide improvements.

[EP]: Can we try a pop-up at La Cienega and Washington? Maybe 
reduce the travel lanes to one lane westbound.  Try it for five days or 
so and see what happens.

[KM]: Yes, a lane re-configuration is needed at La Cienega and WB.

[DT]: This could lead to downstream traffic advantages.

[AF]: The Hayden Tract is a very important node.  Many people work 
there bringing many more cars into the system.

[GM]: What about a grade-separated crossing at National for pedes-
trians and bikes?

[KM]: The timing of traffic signals on Washington favors pass-
through cars and not cars entering from the residential streets.

[GM]: There needs to be more pedestrian crossings on WB

[TS]: Prioritize cars last, as in the Vancouver model.

[SB]: It would be good to have metrics of cumulative development 

impacts on traffic.

[DL]: Don’t forget about the impacts of Cumulus.

[PB]: If traffic is slowed on WB then people will find alternatives.

[GM]: It’s LA’s problem.

[EP]: Do some examples – try visual simulations of alternatives.

[RC]: We need more transit alternatives:  creative modes, like ride-
share, or on-call shuttles.

[SB]: Sidewalks and bike routes around the Expo station and the bus 
stops are constrained by Federal UMTA standards, which are condi-
tions for Federal funding of the transit property.

[EP]: What about pedicabs? Golf carts?

[GM]: What would it take to get more employees to ride the train? 
We should find out why there is not more ridership at Hayden Tract 
and Sony.
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DOCUMENTATION OF WEBSITE

C
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MOBILITY MATTERS

The following pages document the feedback from the community, 
through the project website as well as email communications. The 
comments included here were posted on the project website through 
August 23rd, 2017.
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DOCUMENTATION OF FACEBOOK/ EMAIL COMMENTS

Comments received directly through e-mail or through the web 
tool’s comments box:

In addition to the comments posted on the interactive map, comments 
were also posted on an open-ended comment box on the web page, 
or sent directly through e-mail to the City or to members of the 
consultant team.  The following comments were received through 
these means.  They have been redacted to remove the names and 
addresses of the senders.

Subject: TOD

Message:  I went to 3 of the planning meeting.  The group of like 
minded people demonizing cars is what I have noticed. “Specialists” 
from other parts of the world telling us what should happen in Culver 
City.  Most of them consider Washington Blvd. as a cut through 
east /west street. By cutting out car traffic lanes on Washington 
Blvd. a huge traffic problem will occur just like what happened in 
Playa Del Rey.  Southern California is a giant area and using public 
transportation to get where you want to go is impossible.  I hope the 
public will be able to see on a graph maybe in the local paper and 
be able to vote if they want the plan or not.  My vote is to keep all car 
traffic lanes open.

Subject: Metro parking 

Message: 1. A “suburban” Metro station without parking is useless. 
I have seen one long range planning map that substantially ups 
population density and office space near the Metro station; parking 
must be a core concern. 2. Bike traffic planning; the newest 
installations are unworkable. I suggest the European plan that shares 
space with pedestrian sidewalks, with “lane lines” designating bike 
paths, and if necessary, divided railings along curb areas. Safety is 
higher and cost lower than the “Bonin” plan Thank you. 

Subject: No Lane Removals 

Message: Multi-modal road use does not have to come at the 
expense of drivers and commute times. Don’t take driving lanes 
away from major streets. Convert side streets and less traveled routes 
for bikes. It is safer for all and won’t be met with the rage of the 
community. 

Subject: How I move in the TOD District 

Message: I drive my car, as does 97% of the rest of us. Thanks. 

Subject: traffic congestion & bike lanes 

Message: I live at the western edge of the TOD district. Over the 
past 15 years, I have seen rush hour traffic through downtown 
Culver City slowly back up to the point that I can no longer turn 
off of my street (La Salle) onto Culver or Braddock in the evening 
without experiencing substantial delays. More development keeps 
bringing in more traffic. Please do NOT further constrict the roads 
and worsen traffic by installing bike lanes along major arterials 
(such as Washington Boulevard). It is maddening to sit in artificially 
exacerbated traffic while the bike lanes remain devoid of users (such 
as on Motor Ave.) everywhere I go. Please don’t punish those of us 
who have no choice but to drive. 

Subject: Vision Zero 

Message: Please, whatever you do, don’t do lane reductions like they 
have done in Playa Del Rey and Venice! It’s has caused nothing but 
headaches and anger amongst the residents. I would hate the see 
that happen in Culver City too. This is not Amsterdam, you are not 
going to get people biking! All reducing lanes does is cause even 
more gridlock. And stop building so many multi-unit dwellings that 
no one can afford to live in, without looking at the consequences that 
it will have on traffic and quality of life for everyone else that lives in 
CC. 

Subject: Rancho Higuera 

Message: Hello, I’ve really enjoyed this process to this point. My 
neighbors and I have been open, collaborative, and enthusiastic 
about the project. We’ve even spent hours shaping proposals and 
encouraging community involvement. But despite the charge of 
“reducing cut through traffic” and “protecting neighborhoods”, the 
final presentation did neither. 70,000 cars enter Culver City every 
day... and there are 8,300 daily trips on Higuera - a residential 
street. We’ve seen the accidents, the road rage fights, the dangerous 
driving, the congestion, the hit & runs and as a neighborhood, we’re 
not at all happy to see that preserved and worsened. The broadly 
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supported “turns only” intersection at Higuera & Washington was 
inexplicably moved to Robertson & Venice where it was summarily 
eliminated. This intersection design would allow for local traffic to 
continue, while eliminating the neighborhood as a short cut to the 10. 
The cul de sac at Higuera & Hayden, which still allows 2 entrances 
for the Hayden tract and 7 for Rancho Higuera, would eliminate 
traffic that uses BOTH Hayden AND Rancho Higuera as a short cut. 
The cul de sac benefits both neighborhoods. But despite the support 
from our neighbors and other neighborhoods at every meeting, the 
cul de sac was diminished. As I said in the meeting, I feel the end 
result of all our hard work was for naught. With your final proposal, 
our neighborhood and Hayden will remain a dangerous place for 
pedestrians and cyclists and children to serve as an unimpeded 
highway for short cut traffic cutting mostly between La Cienega 
or Playa - cutting through Jefferson to Lucerne - to the 10. I don’t 
understand how ignoring Higuera at all protects neighborhood or 
reduces cut through traffic. I really hope to see the ideas that were 
present in the previous drafts return before you present to the City 
Council. Thank you. 

Subject: Residential Parking Requirements 

Message: The ToD plan should include secondary areas such as the 
residential lots within a given radius of major transit centers, say 
500’ or 1000’. The RMD-zoned lots on, for example, Helms south of 
Washington, should have reduced parking requirements, as should 
the large multi-use developments near major transit stations. This 
would increase density and improve land use, both of which are 
prerequisites for successful ToDs. 

Subject: setting up for failure 

Message: I think this looks great! Culver City being a hub of Transit 
Oriented Development is laudable. But for one of your stated goals, I 
think you’re setting yourself up for failure. Not just failure of the goal, 
but also creating false expectations that opponents of TOD will use 
against you when it’s not actually achieved. “Help us identify ways 
to reduce traffic congestion,” Traffic congestion will never get better. 
Ever. And as you create more ways of getting around in a climate-
friendly manner, there will be less room for cars. I understand this 

might be here for some sort of buy-in from the auto-centric view, but 
it’s not going to happen. And when traffic gets worse, people are 
going to be upset. 

Subject: Bike Ped Bridge 

Message: The cost of an elevated bridge would be quite expensive. 
At the June presentation it was explained that due to the 8% elevated 
grade up to the bridge, cyclists would have to walk their bikes up the 
ramp. This is a challenge and I don’t see that happening. Also, many 
will want to speed down the ramps. Have you considered the liability 
issues? The elevated bridge was presented as an iconic landmark 
or archway to or from Culver City. One could see that in the current 
situation, but with the Ivy Station development on one side and HBO 
headquarters developed on the other, the stand alone elevated 
bridge would be dwarfed and obscured by the new development. 

Subject: Presentation Feedback - What Works 

Message: Thanks for all your hard work and thoughtful consideration 
for this project. I’ve reviewed the proposal thoroughly, and below 
are my opinions on what DOES work. WASHINGTON BLVD 1st 
choice: Option 06 2nd: Option 08 3rd: Option 04 Option 06 is 
ideal because it keeps the median, keeps turning lanes, and provides 
protected bike paths on both sides. LA CIENEGA AVE 1st choice: 
Option 03 - below grade parking WASHINGTON/NATIONAL 1st 
choice: Conceptional Sketch 2 ARTS DISTRICT - RESIDENTIAL -Local 
traffic calming -Raised intersections along Jacobs -One way streets 
along Reid, Roberts, Fey, etc. ROAD MODIFICATIONS 1st choice: 
Option 2 New road over creek 2nd: New bridge over creek on 
Sentney BIKE NETWORK -I believe the bike path should continue 
down Washington Ave (toward downtown Culver) rather than 
along Venice Blvd. (The Ped/Bike bridge is a nice idea but I don’t 
have reason to head toward Venice Blvd, I’d much rather stay on 
Washington Blvd for a more direct route to downtown.) 

Subject: TOD Vision

Message: Dear Council Members, my wife and I have reviewed the 
Transit Oriented District (TOD) information which has been made 
available online.  Based on our review we urge you to realign the 

priorities by placing vehicle traffic higher on the priority list, because 
adopting the utopian version of the plan, which eliminates lanes of 
traffic on Washington Bl, would make our commutes from Sunkist 
Park to our jobs just east of DTLA impossible.  This is because the cars 
that currently use Washington Bl would be forced onto the heavily 
used Jefferson Bl and Venice Bl corridors.  In addition, our ability to 
access DTCC for dinner, which is where we meet fairly frequently on 
our trips home, would likely come to an end.

Finally, viewing this rationally you cannot reasonably expect people 
to ride their bikes eighteen miles or take a train and bus for another 
1.25-1.5 hours (45-minutes to get to DTLA and ride a bus another 
30-45-minutes) to complete their one-way commute to work.

Thank you for taking our concerns into account as part of the 
decision making process.

Subject: Dangerous Intersection

Message: I work at a building in Culver City that faces the intersection 
at Washington and McManus. My desk is right next to the windows 
and I’ve noticed that this intersection is extremely dangerous for 
pedestrians. When cars turn right from La Cienega onto Wash, they 
do not realize that there is another light and a pedestrian cross walk 
around the bend. As a result, I’ve seen people with strollers, on bikes, 
and walkers ALMOST get hit so many times. 

I feel that it is my public duty to report this to the city - I’ve seen too 
many near misses to be silent any longer.  Thank you.

Subject: Communication 

Message: I’m the new owner of a small apartment building in 
Culver City, and live approximately a mile away, in Los Angeles. I’m 
interested in all development projects, so please keep the community 
informed online and at public forums. Thank you. 

Subject: Connecting 

Message: Hi There, seeing the layout of DT Culver in relation to the 
Expo line I think the biggest issue is making the space between the 
Expo line station and DT Culver walkable. This is aside from the 
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traffic snarl of major arteries coming together. There is a break at the 
moment between the Washington and National Blvd area - The Hub/
Platform and Downtown Culver - you have on Washington the car 
dealerships and the cold storage warehouse space - it’s not going 
to lead foot traffic back and forth which seems a lost opportunity. 
Alternately - the Venice sidewalk is such an afterthought - is there a 
way to make that feel walkable - shade trees leading from the station 
at Venice/Robertson to Downtown? There’s a lot of opportunity in 
what is now wasted urban space - dirty, car exhaust pound, sun 
beaten sidewalk. If there was a way to connect these spaces as one 
foot traffic friendly with walking businesses and landscaping - Culver 
City could continue its rise as a premier LA environs community. 

Subject: Culver City Workshop Feedback (6/15) 

Message: Hello, Note: Feedback is for workshop on 6/15, I attended 
the TOD Vision Plan Design workshop on 6/15/17 and wanted 
to offer feedback on the overall community participation in these 
workshops as well as the accessibility of information regarding the 
vision plan. Community participation in this workshop was rather 
disappointing by only allocating the last 30 minutes of the workshop 
for community input and breaking up into groups and having one 
representative voice our opinions on the design plans. I would 
suggest for a structure where community input is more individualistic 
and has higher prioritization. I understand it is still early in the design 
of the TOD study but this is the stage where community input is 
most valuable. Lastly, it would be nice to see more accessibility of 
information regarding the study. Specifically it would be very helpful 
to post powerpoints, reports, visualizations, etc. on the website. The 
videos are very difficult to view since the audio/video quality is not 
the best and they are long. On a side note, I really enjoy the map 
with the ability to comment directly on the map. Best, Alex Gomez 
(resident) 

Subject: T.O.D. 

Message: I attended your last meeting and could not believe what 
i was hearing. Everyone was expressing how they did not want 
outside communities driving through Culver City. They only want 
Washington Blvd. for local use and for the people who will stop and 
buy goods from local merchants. Bike lanes are O.K. but not at the 
expense of removing a traffic lane. Taking a bike to pick up your 
kids from school, grocery shopping, taking a family outing, going to 
work in all different directions are not possible on a bike or public 

transportation. Have you seen what the exact plan of Playa Del 
Rey has done this week. The gridlock is horrendous creating more 
pollution and road rage in one of the most stressful cities in the U.S. 
U.S. I’m 68 years old and have lived hear all my life. Your so called 
experts from London, and Vancouver do not have a clue about 
Southern California. If this idea of removing traffic lanes is such a 
great idea the citizens should all know about it and have a vote. Most 
people that live here have no idea what T.O.D. is or planning to do. 

Subject:  Invitation to Culver City TOD Visioning Discussion Group

Message: Unfortunately I have a conflict this evening and cannot 
attend the visioning meeting.  I have been impressed with your work 
to date and am confident this will be another productive meeting.  
Thank you for your great leadership on this important project.

Although I cannot attend, I do want to pass along to you my strong 
desire to keep our Arts District neighborhood as a series of cul de sac 
streets.  I know one person has been pushing to open up either or 
both ends of Jacob to outside streets, but I and the neighbors I have 
talked to think this would be a huge mistake for our neighborhood.  
I see how much the Ranch Higuera neighborhood residents are 
burdened by through-traffic (there is a reason they get better 
attendance at these meetings than our neighborhood does), and that 
is the last thing I want for our neighborhood.  If anything, I want to 
decrease the current traffic on Jacob, but pushing through either end 
of Jacob would turn it into a Higuera-type street.  Being landlocked 
is a blessing for us, so long as we can improve the traffic situation on 
Washington.  Personally, I believe that complaints from our neighbors 
about the difficulty of leaving our neighborhood onto Washington 
have been overstated.

Our son began riding a bike shortly after he turned three.  He could 
do it well physically, but was too young to understand the dangers 
of the streets or to fully follow clear instructions when excited about 
riding, and on at least two occasion rode out onto Jacob without fully 
stopping to look for cars.  It scares me to death to think of more high-
speed cars on that street given how many small children and pets 
live in our neighborhood.  Currently, it is a great neighborhood for 
families and I would hate to change that fundamental characteristic 
in the name of reducing traffic on Washington.

I am not opposed to pushing Wesley through to National, as that 
shouldn’t impact cars on Jacob.

Subject:  Last Night’s Architecture Soiree

Message: Thank you for hosting last night’s Architecture Meeting and 
making that happen.  First off for me there’s so much mind blowing 
architecture talent in Culver City it’s unbelievable. As I said last night 
that was like architecture porn for me. I think those guys should have 
a YouTube Channel...I’d subscribe. 

My take away from the meeting was that Culver City has suffered 
from a lack of leadership and vision for many years now from 
its City Council and Planning Commission. The city has ignored 
all the architecture talent in an around it and played it incredibly 
conservative and pedestrian when we have Eric Moss right here. 
In the last 15 or more years they have never reached out to the 
local genius talent pool. They also have done things ad hoc with 
no cohesiveness.  They end up doing what’s fast and cheap right 
at the end. Case in point is the TOD intersection of National Blvd 
and Washington Blvd. There’s a separate developer on every corner 
putting in or already has put in a major development. Nobody in 
the planning commission thought about how the four developments 
would play off each? Interact? Mesh with the architecture there? 
Integrate with Washington Blvd.? Represent the avant garde 
architecture tradition of the city? Or represent the Arts District with all 
its world renowned galleries. They did the bare minimum in traffic 
studies and engagement of the community. NO VISIONING!!! If the 
planning commission was a movie it would be called, FAST, CHEAP 
AND OUT OF CONTROL.  

The panel said several things last night. One, Thomas Mayne 
talked about the lack of center in our urban communities. I actually 
think Culver City has that in spades. Much more than neighboring 
communities. The center of Culver City is the Culver Hotel and the 
promenade next to it. It’s where we have the tree lighting ceremony 
every Holiday season.  In fact I think it is a big contributor to the 
cities identity and its citizens feeling of community.  Two Eric Moss 
who has done tons here was telling several war stories about dealing 
with the huge Los Angeles bureaucracy and getting things done. 
That’s another advantage to Culver City is that it feels like a small 
town and operates like one. You can easily get something in front 
of City Council and the planning commission. There’s not layers of 
bureaucracy you have to wade through. Eric Moss was saying that the 
citizens have to have the will to “propose something to restructure the 
discourse.”  I think there was evidence in that packed room last night 
of that will. That meeting could have gone on for several more hours 
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like a spiritual revival for starving Culver City residents craving some 
kind of unifying comprehensive vision for the city. 

I do think that it was hard to get them off the clouds and get them 
to roll up their sleeves and give some concrete ideas or solutions 
to the problems.  They thought they were giving an academic talk 
about the state of urbanism...city planning and it was heard to get 
them to focus on Culver City. Especially Thomas Mayne. He totally 
avoided and kind of practical application and wanted to get back to 
the ethereal discussion of what is the problem?  We don’t have time 
for that. And frankly that reminded me of the broad platitudes the 
planning commission gives us when they want to stall the process or 
ignore us and lull us into a sense of complacency...usually they say 
well we need to study that more and then suddenly there’s something 
before the council that they want them to vote on ASAP.

This recent explosion of development especially around the TOD in 
Culver City is happening now. We need a cohesive, bold general 
plan now.  We need to look in the future and model how this is all 
going to play out over the next 40 years. 

Two solutions that have been bubbling up out of the visioning study 
is making Washington Blvd a complete street. It’s the artery that runs 
to downtown and through. Maybe 20 foot wide sidewalks, bike lanes 
a trolley car system.  And also developing National Blvd specifically 
from the Metro Station to the Hayden Tract. Making it more 
pedestrian friendly, bike friendly and maybe creating a small shuttle 
somehow from the train to the tract. 

Thanks for listening to my thoughts.

Subject: RE: Culver City TOD Visioning Study

Message: Is there any political and greater community element to any 
Visioning conclusions?   As I said I was not aware of any concerted 
community concern about the Cumulus Project and general La 
Cienega/National area.   Now we have The Exposition Corridor 
Transit Neighborhood Plan that seems to create a planning and 
zoning overlay increasing the densities around the Culver City Metro 
Station.  I haven’t studied the Plan in order to draw any conclusions.  
To be honest I wasn’t even aware of it until Wally Marks brought to 
my attention.  There is a June 5th deadline for comments.   All these 
projects and areas are relative to any realistic appraisal of Culver 
City’s future.  What is Culver City’s position?  Are they pro-active?  
Has the Visioning Group discussed it?   Again, I admit to be unaware 

one way or the other.  Best regards and thanks for giving me a 
hearing.  Bill

Subject:  TOD Visioning

Message: Unfortunately I won’t be able to make tonight’s meeting. A 
few thoughts stuck out after our last meeting from bigger questions to 
the small.

1. What can we expect at the end of this Visioning? What do 
you yourself wish to accomplish? What type of documents and 
recommendations do you expect?

2. Do you think there can be hard changes to be made to the TOD 
City Guidelines like maximum amount of parking, design guidelines, 
height maximums, traffic? 

3. How do you see this Visioning addressing other studies and 
projects in the pipeline? I.e. The bike and pedestrian plan is coming 
up shortly and other traffic studies.

4. How will this be presented to the city in a way that will be able to 
put these in place? 

Smaller questions and observations

5. The South sidewalk of National is pretty minimal until Eastham/ 
Ballona Creek. 

6. Traffic lights should be timed to pedestrians, especially main 
intersections. Pedestrian shouldn’t have to wait a whole cycle to be 
able to walk!

I’m sure there’s something I’m forgetting!

Subject: Culver City Arts District Resident Concerns.

Message: I am greatly concerned having seen this absolute 
monstrosity that is about to be erected within such close proximity. 
Had I known of these plans when I purchased, I wouldn’t have 
dreamt of making this area my home.

Traffic along Washington with the addition of the metro has become 
dense enough to warrant taking a considerable chunk out of the 
day if one wishes to travel at any time other than bang in the middle 
of the day or indeed night; and I cannot begin to imagine the 
implications of the addition of this building. It will not only be this one 
edifice, but will change the permitting rules for the entire area, and 

it will become akin to Century City or Downtown LA. Not the quiet 
enclave with which I, and many of my neighbors, fell in love.

For some of us this is about HOME not about business and making 
money for the city. We are taxed enough as it is without greater 
constraints on time and at what benefit to us pray tell? I have no idea 
how this was allowed without the consent of the homeowners in the 
area. Planning permission passed me by entirely for one.

At the VERY LEAST, the streets adjacent to Syd Kronenthal Park (and 
don’t get me started on the spending on those two pointless swings 
that ate up the one piece of grass one could enjoy a quiet picnic 
as well) should be somehow cordoned off so as not to become 
a thoroughfare for traffic. More and more people are going 
to end up using our residential streets as a quick bypass of the 
increasingly hideous congestion and this needs to be addressed with 
commensurate gravity and seriousness. I for one have no interest in 
living on the residential cousin to the 405.

Regrettably I fear I will be unlikely (potentially due to traffic) to attend 
this Thursday’s meeting but rest assured I will continue to have plenty 
to say on the subject.

Subject: TOD

Hi.  I’m interested in finding out if there is opportunity to be on the 
team.   I am a resident of Culver City and business owner as well as 
involved heavily in transportation. I sit on two transit advisory councils 
and one public agency procurement committee. 
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