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glossary 

Benefit Assessment District – A district created to fund public improvements 

such as parks and recreation facilities and purchase and maintain open space. 

Homeowners within the district are assessed a fee to finance the needed public 

improvements. The owners must be beneficiaries of the parks, recreation 

facilities, and/or open space and the size of individual assessment levies must 

be strictly proportional to the amount of per-parcel “special benefit” which the 

property receives. Assessments must not exceed the project’s total cost. 

Capital Improvement Plan (CIP) – A planning instrument for mapping out 

short- and long-term capital acquisition and development costs.  

Certificates of Participation (COP) – Investor- owned shares of a lease 

payment revenue stream from a lease obligation signed by a local government 

entity on a new or renovated public facility. The title to the facility is 

eventually transferred to the government entity at the end of the lease period 

at nominal cost. 

Community Development Block Grant (CDGB) - Funds allocated from the U.S. 

Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) that provide for 

upgrading of parks in compliance with the Americans with Disability Act (ADA) 

requirements, as well as for other limited program funding.  

Community Park - A park with a usable size of 15-40 net acres that provides 

community-wide recreation facilities, offering a variety of recreation opportun-

ities and serving several neighborhoods within a one- to two-mile radius. 

Demand Analysis- An estimation of the number of facilities required to 

accommodate the demand level based on the participation rates at those 

facilities.  
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Development Impact Fees (DIF) - Contributions from developers in the form of 

in-lieu fees for major facilities (e.g., community centers, senior centers, 

gymnasiums, etc.) or improvements to the parkland requires by the Quimby 

Act in order to meet the needs of residents in new development Under 

California law, unused and uncommitted fees must be refunded if not obligated 

in five years. 

Facility Needs Ratio- The measure of the population level in a given area which 

creates the demand for one recreation facility. 

General Obligation Bonds – Bonds that are issued by cities and counties for the 

acquisition and improvement of real property, including open space. Issuance 

of bonds is premised on a two-thirds voter approval. General Obligation bonds 

are secured primarily by ad valorem property taxes at whatever rate is 

required to service the debt. Cities and counties  may increase property taxes 

beyond the normal Proposition 13 limit to pay the principal and interest on the 

bonds. Since investors often perceive property taxes as being less risky than 

the security for other types of indebtedness, General Obligation bonds may be 

issued at relatively lower interest rates.  

Joint Use Agreement – An agreement that provides for shared use, operation 

and maintenance of properties owned by all parties entering into the 

agreement. For example, joint-use agreements often exist between cities and 

school districts. 

Mello-Roos Community Facilities Act (Government Code section 53311 et seq.) 

– The Act authorizes local governments to establish community facilities 

districts (CFDs) within which they may levy special taxes and issue bonds to 

finance open space acquisition, maintenance and other programs. Approval of 

the special tax and related bond issue requires approval by two-thirds of the 
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district electorate. When there are fewer than 12 registered voters within a 

CFD, approval must be by two-thirds of the district’s landowners. CFD 

boundaries need not be contiguous. 

Needs Analysis – A comparison of the current facility needs and the existing 

public and private facilities to determine whether the existing facility inventory 

is adequate in terms of demand conditions. 

Neighborhood Park – A park with a usable size of 3-15 net acres and a service 

area of half-mile that provides for the daily recreation needs or residents 

within the immediate vicinity.  

Park Acquisition and Development (PAD) Fees – The primary source of capital 

improvement funding exacted under the Quimby Act; they also provide for 

development of improvements on dedicated parkland. 

Quimby Act (California Government Code Section 66477) – A provision of the 

Subdivision Map Act that enables a city, by ordinance, to require the 

dedication of land or payment of fees, or a combination of the two, for park or 

recreation purposes as a condition to map approval. The dedication or 

payment shall not exceed a proportionate amount necessary to provide three 

(3) acres of park area per one thousand (1,000) subdivision residents. 

Redevelopment Agency Funding – Funds necessary to acquire property and 

make improvements in an area of blighting conditions are obtained by 

accepting financial assistance from public or private source, borrowing money, 

and issuing bonds. Tax allocation bonds secured by tax increment revenues, 

which is the increase in annual property taxes attributable to redevelopment 

improvements, are commonly used to finance development of parks and 

recreation facilities. 
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Revenue Bonds – Bonds that are secured by a pledge of revenues from a 

particular tax or non-tax source such as assessments or fees; usually carry a 

higher interest rate that general obligation bonds.  

Special Community Facility – A recreation facility that provides special 

community-level recreation function such as a gymnasium, community center, 

senior center or dog park. 

Special Purpose Amenities - One of more facilities with a particular use that is 

not identified in the Needs or Demand Analysis. These amenities may service a 

community or the entire city. The size of special use amenity shall be no less 

than three acres and may include facilities and features such as gardens, golf 

courses, commercial skate park venues and other amenities with a special 

purpose or use. 
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March 25, 2008 
 
To:  William La Pointe 
Director, Parks, Recreation and Community Services 
City of Culver City 
 
From:  Margery Morris, Project Manager 
  
 
Re:  February 26, 2008, Focus Group #1 Summary – Parks and Facilities 
 
The first of two Focus Groups met at the Senior Center with 16 community members 
contacted and invited to attend by the City of Culver City.  The topic for this focus group 
was Culver City Parks and Recreation Facilities.  After introductions by Bill La Pointe, 
Director of Parks, Recreation and Community Services, the consultants, (MIG), Jim 
Pickel, Principal, directed the discussion and Margery Morris, Project Manager, recorded 
the comments from the community.  This collection of comments is summarized in the 
following narrative.     
 
Public Comments and Discussion Points: 
 
‘Parks need to inspire, nurture, educate, and be models for sustainability.’  This statement 
is a paraphrase of the beginning comments received by the focus group.  The participants 
stated many times that the parks offer great opportunities to the community; opportunities 
to reflect the character and culture of Culver City; opportunities to be landmarks; 
opportunities to make Culver City a distinguished City by highlighting art and cultural 
venues such as facilities for theater productions, focused art programs, a science museum, 
and a ‘Great Park’ type recreation facility at Veteran’s park.  Culver City is a special 
community that is willing to be innovative and try new ideas.    
 
Generally, it was express that the City is doing a good job with the existing parks and 
recreation facilities, but as other communities in the area there are trends, growth and 
development issues that are causing the parks and facilities to be used to the limits.   
 
Planning/Land Use/Adjacency 
 
Importance of planning and design was mentioned by many of the focus group members. 
The extensive programming and overuse of the individual parks is causing problems in 
the surrounding neighborhoods with noise, traffic, trash, and conflicting activities.   
As part of any good planning exercise the neighborhood adjacency to the particular park 
needs to have a lot of consideration.  It was suggested that the residents be part of the 
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design process; the residents can offer a wealth of information concerning the specific 
park.  An example was presented in that sports activities need to be placed in a park area 
that is away from the adjacent residences.  
 
In addition, it was stated that some parks have limits as to what the park area can 
accommodate and that some activities are not appropriate to specific parks because of 
their size, layout, facilities and context.   
 
In contrast to limiting activities in parks, the idea of developing parks to fill many needs.  
Some people commented that there should be ‘pocket parks’ for neighborhoods with 
fewer activities.  Some spoke of providing park space for passive activities; green space 
that provides places for passive activities and visual enjoyment.  There was praise for the 
‘Boneyard’ Dog Park; that this was a great use of that area and space.  The skate park 
was also noted as a good use of space.  The consensus of this discussion was that: too 
many different activities where going on in some parks; there were conflicting activities 
going on in parks; that there needed to be a balance of uses throughout the park system; 
that good planning and design needed to be implemented in the existing and new park 
development.    
 
It was expressed that future growth in the City, i.e. senior population, needed to be part of 
any planning for parks and recreation facilities.  Ideas for acquiring new parkland by 
eminent domain and/or in the redevelopment of blighted areas were expressed.  The City 
was encouraged to explore new ways to acquire land and to be inventive in their efforts.  
There was mention of land available in the area South of Jefferson/East of Overland as 
well as land behind West LA College.   
 
In planning for the City parks and recreation facilities the comments stated that design 
development and renovation of new and existing facilities needs to address following 
factors:  

- Culver City residents to be considered first and given first access to the programs 
and facilities 

- The community characteristics including economic situation, age groups be a big 
part of the design criteria 

- Communication with the community about the recreation resources is very 
important 

- Parks that are named after individuals should be referenced as such and that any 
memorial designations should be evident within the park. 

- Because of Culver City’s location to Sony Studios, its local architectural and 
entertainment businesses, the recent redevelopment of the downtown area 
including the Kirk Douglas Theater, arts and that cultural activities are innate to 
this community.   

- The goal should be for facility buildings to be ‘State of the Art’ and that grant 
funding can  contribute to this goal 

- How can the community help the City achieve goals? 
- Parks need to adopt sustainable practices and provide education to the community 

for use in their own homes.  
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- Ballona creek land is attainable and recreational improvements are happening in 
other areas.  Culver City needs to develop joint partnership with other Cities and 
agencies to take advantage of this potential asset in the community.  There is an 
existing study that can be used as a starting point.   

 
Further ideas emerged concerning an ecological and educational connection. Not only 
should parks be built, managed and maintain with sustainable methods and principals, but 
this ecological balancing should be touted for all residents and surrounding communities 
to learn from and model; park trees would be labeled for species information and correct 
usage; planting areas and demonstration gardens would be equipped with interpretive 
signage. 
 
Park Maintenance 
 
Park maintenance comments spoke of solutions for heavily used fields to have artificial 
turf and that poorly maintained open turf areas became dirt patches in the dry time of the 
year and mud ponds in the rainy season.  It was noted that all parks need to receive the 
same level of maintenance and that trash clean-up needed to be scheduled often enough 
to keep the overflow or thrown items out of the gutter and there by out of Santa Monica 
Bay.  The City could contact the local PTA as they have a litter campaign. 

 
 
Park Safety 
 
Park safety was addressed with the following comments and ideas: 

- Safety and security in and around the parks is a major element in keeping the 
parks usable. 

- Parks need signage to establish hours of use and discourage after hours use.  With 
signage in place the residents near the parks can call for assistance and have more 
chance of a quick response from the authorities.   

- Clean parks help the park and neighborhood image that ‘bad behavior” will not be 
tolerated in the parks. 

- Safe parks take good design and planning to allow for the parks sight lines though 
the park with no areas to hide.  

- Emergency call boxes in parks would be a good security measure 
- Additional security patrols as necessary should be available. 

 
Park Comments 
 
General comments about park additions included bike paths within the parks and to 
connect the parks; park walkways need to be wide enough for people to walk together.  In 
addition, some park play areas need upgrading with safe fall zones and ADA access.  
Restrooms need to be ADA accessible and some of the furnishings need to be ‘child 
friendly’ as in lower sinks and toilets.  Play areas should be age specific with signage in 
place stating the age use.  The City should consider ‘Splash’ parks for summer fun 
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without the expense of small pool facilities.  Park amenities for kids should be whimsical 
like a “Lion Fountain’ drinking fountain.  There is a need for more adult soccer facilities.  
 
It was presented by an archery advocate that this recreation activity would be an asset to 
the City.  Archery was promoted as a popular sport that is available to people of all ages 
and abilities including the physically challenged.  An archery organization is already 
established and funding is available to assist the City in developing this recreation 
activity, but the difficulty was finding a specific avenue within the City to get results.  
This sport offers many levels of participation including Olympic Archery 
 
 
Comment for Specific Parks 
 
Specific parks drew comments from the discussions.  The comments are as follows.  
 

Veteran’s Park  
The area between Coombs and Elenda could be used better as meeting and parking 
space with the rest of the park used for other park services.  Restroom facilities in 
Veteran’s park need to be closer to the activity areas.  Veteran’s park need to be 
capable of handling many activities and contain many facilities as it is the main 
‘Community’ park for Culver City.  
 
Lindberg park 
Tennis courts are being used for soccer.  Many people use the park for walking 
around and there is not a official pathway.  A path of decomposed granite would be 
inexpensive to install. The pathway should be set into the park and not just on the 
perimeter.  This park needs to have passive green space for quiet time.  The play area 
is heavily used and often crowded with different aged children.   
 
Dr. Paul Carlson Park: 
The central feature needed renovation.  This is a classic park layout and ‘Bandstand’ 
for musical theatrical events would fit in nicely. 
Although this is a neighborhood type park there are a lot of community activities and 
on the weekends it is very full.   
 
Senior Center:  
The Senior Center has a large membership and can be very crowded.  More parking is 
needed as well as additional space for fitness activities.  The facility was built with 
county funding so the facility can be used by residents outside the City.  It was asked 
if the County would help with additional funding to assist in the crowding problems.   

 
The meeting was concluded with Bill La Pointe’s comments and his appreciation for all 
of the group members input and time.  The next Focus Group meeting is to be determined 
and people will be notified by the City.   
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May 19, 2008 
 
To:  William La Pointe 
Director, Parks, Recreation and Community Services 
City of Culver City 
 
From:  Margery Morris, Project Manager 
  
 
Re:  March 15, 2008, Focus Group #2 Summary – Leisure Programs  
 
The second Focus Group met at the Senior Center with four community members.  Also 
in attendance were Pam Robinson, Cultural Events/Acting Recreation Manager and parks 
staff members.   The topic for this focus group was Culver City “Leisure Programs”.   
Jim Pickel, Principal/ MIG directed the discussion and Margery Morris, Project Manager, 
recorded the comments from the community.  This collection of comments is 
summarized in the following narrative.     
 
Defining “Leisure Time” 
 
The meeting began with a discussion to identify the meaning of the term “leisure time” 
and how that definition fits into a parks and recreation dialog.  The best description of 
leisure activity was presented, (with a chance to use the term), as ‘salubrious’, meaning a 
healthy life style that is beneficial to promoting well-being.   
 
Leisure time depictions included off work time, expendable time, relaxing time and time 
for sports participation, athletic and physical activities.  Personal and family enjoyment 
time would be included in the list of activities: picnics, game time, play time, time for 
arts and crafts.  It is the important time that happens after all of the other things we must 
do; those activities that nurture and recreate the spirit; activities that provide social 
opportunities.  
 
Availability and Communication Importance 
 
It was suggested that the availability of recreational service is an important part of the 
process to understand and what makes people want to participate and what keeps them 
from participating.   
 
People like to do activities that are familiar to them through prior experience.  Often 
people will go back to activities that were enjoyed as a child, youth or young adult. Some 
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people will and some will not want to challenge themselves with a new activity that takes 
time to learn.  
 
For those that do not or cannot participate, are the reasons geographic and/or economic?  
There are some in the City that have little disposable income and the availability of 
recreation facilities and programs offered is critical to their well-being.  Others may have 
transportation issues, and/or a park is not within walking distance for them.  Of course, 
ADA accessibility is always a factor. 
 
Communication about the City’s parks programs and facilities was noted as major factor 
in the success of bringing people to the services available.  There is a lack of connection 
between the provider, (City), and the consumer, (Community).  Problems with 
communications were noted by the group participants as listed below: 
 

 Some people do not and will not use computers to access information. 
 
 The City website is not user friendly.  The screen is visually confusing because of 

too many images.  The print needs to be larger and the layout needs to be 
simplified. Make searches easy and use one button access to site areas.    

 
 Some people are just not proactive in looking for services and programs. 

 
 It was thought that it is necessary for the City to reach out and educate the 

community in the services provided.  Methods of communication were offered 
and are listed below.  The City should use all of the technology available but also 
must find creative ways of reaching community members not interested in 
technological ways of obtaining information 

 
 Park leaders need to be more active with park participants.   The park staff needs 

a different dynamic; to be more engaged with the participants and be recreation 
leaders not just passing out equipment. 

 
Ideas for better communication with the community were presented as listed below. 
 

 Hold demonstrations in the parks of activities available:   
- Dance production/demonstration in the parks 
- Showcase of activities and classes arts and crafts, theater, sports leagues 

and exhibition games 
 

 Focus communication techniques that center on the in motion and busy nature of 
the City 

- Digital screens for information along routes 
- Kioski centers 
- Posting information in public places and private businesses 
- Provide for an information channel specific to Parks and Recreation 
- Place a marquee screen at Vet’s park for drive by information  
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- Find the most economic way to reach as many people as possible 
- Use movie theaters to promote and inform about Culver City and 

announce community activities 
- Look into many avenues of communication such as inserts into utility bills 

and press released to the local paper.  
- Establish partnerships and relationships with local newspapers and 

business.  Have a Parks and Recreation Section in the local newspaper 
once a month. 

- Maintain and post the City Parks and Recreation brochure.  Printed 
material will always be a way to distribute information distribution.  Find 
ways to limit the cost of publication 

 
 Increase internet communication by:  

- Link the City website to and from sports organizations in the City. 
- Provide free WI FI service in the City with Culver City having the 

strongest signal around.  Charge vendors to advertize on the site to offset 
cost.  Establish as a child friendly service. 

- Look at the success of other websites i.e. ‘My Space’ 
   

Funding/Cost of services 
 
Funding opportunities were briefly discussed for enabling small businesses in the 
community to sponsor activities and in return the business would be given 
acknowledgements of their participation.  Business organizations could also sponsor 
children or groups who could use help with class fees or equipment.   
 
Developers should be required to deliver the requirements of land and fees for the 
expansion of the population due to the new development.  
 
The City needs to partner with the County, West LA college, and the Baldwin Hills 
Conservancy in joint use type agreements and sharing of cost.  
 
The idea was presented to bundle member services with parking privileges, lower cost of 
classes, special seminars, swimming card, summer sessions, special camps and free 
activities into one Parks and Recreation membership. Priority membership and class 
access should be given to residents. 
 
Current Needs 
 
Current facility and programs needs were express as to include arts, dance and theater 
space in addition to recital space were suggested as current facility and program needs.  
Access to the Sony facilities for arts and theater would be a major asset to the 
Community.  Make the facilities space and time more flexible by breaking up spaces for 
more activity space and scheduling activities very carefully.  Facility space should be 
designed as multi-purpose space.    
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Develop non-class areas and programs for walkers, joggers and cyclists.  Add group 
classes to promote health activities and socialization.  Build nature trails, walking trails 
and add par course equipment.  (Have sponsor of equipment add their logo for 
acknowledgement as previously mentioned.) 
 
Existing programs and future programs need to have a ‘green’ element to help educate 
the community on the importance of sustainability.  The park staff can be a source for 
information to the Community. 
 
Along with protecting the health of the environment, the City through the Park and 
Recreation Department should help the Community learn and practice a healthy life style.  
Ways to do this were: the City offering classes in nutrition and cooking, holding health 
fairs.  Creating partnerships with health providers would benefit all in the community 
especially the Seniors and parents with young children.  The Parks and Recreation 
Department provides the opportunity to combine physical activity, mental stimulation 
and the all over health of the Community.    
 
As the meeting was coming to an end, the question was presented “Are the decisions and 
directions, (for parks and recreation), going to work for the future needs and 
demographics of the Community?”  The question was responded to stating that this is a 
major goal of the Parks and Recreation Master Plan process. 
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PARKS AND RECREATION  
MASTER PLAN WORKSHOP #1 

 

Thursday, October 25, 2007 
7:00 PM - 8:45 PM 

 

A G E N D A 
 

7:00 p.m. I. Welcome and Introduction  
A. Project Purpose 
B. Agenda Overview 
C. Desired Outcomes 

 

7:15 p.m. II. Discussion of Three Topics  

7:45 p.m. III. Table Leaders’ Reports  
Graphic Recording of Results 
 

8:10 p.m. IV. Table Discussion to Set Priorities of Three 
Facilities/Amenities 
 

8:30 p.m. V. Table Leaders’ Reports  

            Graphic Recording of Results 
 

8:45 p.m. VI. Conclusion, Water Cooler and Additional 
Comments… 

 



 
 
November 15, 2007 
 
To:  William La Pointe 
Director, Parks, Recreation and Community Services 
City of Culver City 
 
From:  Margery Morris 
 MIG, Inc. 
 
Re:  October 25, 2007 Public Workshop #1 Summary - Parks and Recreation Master Plan 
 
The Culver City Parks, Recreation and Community Services Department hosted the first in a 
series of three Parks and Recreation Master Plan workshops on October 25, 2007, at the Senior 
Center facility. These public outreach events are designed to gather community participation in 
the Master Plan process by providing input on issues and opportunities within the City’s parks 
and recreation programs and facilities.   
 
Approximately 30 community participants are separated into discussion groups. The groups 
offered comments on specific topics and their input on their park and recreation priorities.  Even 
though the workshop group was small the members showed a wide range of knowledge and 
interest concerning the existing conditions of Culver City parks, facilities and recreation 
programs.   
 
Session one consisted of discussion groups seated at six tables to provide input on three topics. 
The topics were as follows: Programs; Sites and Facilities; Urban Green Spaces, Green Belts, 
and Recreation Trails. Each table recorded its results and reported to the entire group. All 
comments were recorded by the consultant as presented by the community. The consultant team 
prepared a large wall graphic story board. 
 
Session two consisted of each discussion group setting priorities for the points it selected in the 
first session. Again, the table recorder reported to the entire meeting those areas that they wanted 
to bring to the attention of the Parks and Recreation Department.  All discussion points and 
priorities will be tabulated and become part of the master planning process.  
 
Throughout the process the consultant team circulated among the discussion groups and noted 
that the groups were engaged and passionate about the subjects at hand. They understood the 
importance of their role in providing information to the consultant team, the City and ultimately 
the outcome of the master plan.   
 
In addition, the discussion groups’ written recordings noting the discussion points were collected 
by the team. During and after the meeting the community was invited to post any general 



comments concerning parks and recreation on a “Water Cooler” comment board and more 
specific comments on a ‘Parks Exhibit’ which identified each of the existing parks in Culver 
City. The discussion comments, story board of discussion points and the two exhibits were used 
in developing this summary report. 
 
A few key findings were that Veteran’s Park was held in high esteem within the community. It is 
a major resource for the community and clearly needs updated facilities and efficient 
programming and management. Other findings noted concerns regarding maintenance of all 
existing facilities; upgrade of existing parks and facilities; additional parking including ADA 
accessibility; and the addition of parks and facilities.   
 
Of the programs that were discussed, there were many good comments regarding existing 
programs along with the need to provide additional programming. Programming for youth, 
especially teens; arts and cultural classes; special events within the parks such as music and 
holiday activities were noted comments. 
 
The community comments spoke of green connected spaces for passive activities, nature trails, 
running and bicycle paths. There is a strong feeling to emphasize sustainability and ecological 
direction for all of the City’s parks.   
 
The participants saw opportunities within the park system including opportunities for the parks 
to provide community identity; community well-being and development; multifaceted 
educational prospects; and revenue. 
 
It was evident that the community appreciated the value of the existing parks and understood the 
park and recreation system’s potential for improving community relations and community 
welfare. 
 
Attached to this summary are the recorded comments and priorities from the discussion groups, 
comments gathered from the ‘Water Cooler’ exhibit, observations posted on the ‘Parks’ exhibit 
and a 11 x 17 photo copy of the Wall Graphic of the recorded comment.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

CULVER CITY COMMUNITY WORKSHOP #1         10-25-07 
DISCUSSION GROUPS   
 
GROUP A: 
 
1. Programs: 

• Senior Center Programs 
• Park classes (swimming) 
• More engaged park staff (working with kids) 
• Ping Pong 
• Classes on Native Plants 

2. Sites and Facilities: 
• Parking at Senior Center 
• Continuing maintenance issues 
• Bike Trail 
• Solar panels on all park buildings 

3. Urban Green Space, Greenbelts & Recreation Trails: 
• Improvement along creek 
• Connect to K. Hahn Park, beach 
• Creek transportation (4.5 mi) 
• Need greater connectivity 
• Creating better watershed (cut runoff, treat storm water) 
• Native/Sustainable landscaping 
• Use of drought tolerant, native plants 
• Reclaimed water 

 
Priorities: 

1) Ongoing maintenance & repair 
2) Staffing & programs & sport 
3) Utilize & improve existing open space in creative ways (Creek, Culver City Park) 
4) Parking & existing facility improvement 
 
 

GROUP B: 
 
1. Programs: 

• Special holiday activities: Classes for toddlers, Music, Swim, Easter Egg Hunt 
• Fiesta La Ballona 
• Soccer – Adult & child (El Marino Soccer Adult League) 
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• Paddle Tennis 
• Girl Scouts 
• Teens Team Capt. 

2. Sites and Facilities: 
• Vet’s Park Playground needs upgrading – slides broken for over a year 
• El Marino field is in dire need of upgrading – hazardous to health (broken 

ankles) 
• All seem to be over used. 
• Plunge availability is not enough. 
• No shade is an issue in most of the parks. 
• Homeless in Vets park. 
• Not enough park space in general  

3. Urban Green Space, Greenbelts & Recreation Trails: 
• Nature Trail near Bill Botts Field – needs better upkeep. 
• More running paths. 

 
Priorities - Programs: 

1) Teens Team Capt. 
Priorities - Sites and Facilities: 

1) Vet’s Park Playground needs upgrading – slides broken for over a year 
2) El Marino field is in dire need of upgrading – hazardous to health (broken ankles) 
3) No shade is an issue in most of the parks. 
4) Plunge availability is not enough. 
5) Homeless in Vets park. 

Priorities - Urban Green Space, Greenbelts & Recreation Trails: 
1) Nature Trail near Bill Botts Field – needs better upkeep. 
2) More running paths. 
 
 

GROUP C: 
 
1. Programs: 

• Need more art/cultural programs for CC kids and teens. 
• Need more funding for existing programs scholarship. 
• Scheduling is problematic w/ Parks & Rec. for non-profit groups (‘Dee-Lightfull’ 

Production) 
• Priority on paid use. 

2. Sites and Facilities: 
• CC needs performance space for cultural programs (Acc. 200-300 + backstage, 

ect.) Use CCUSD 
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• CC needs community sponsored gyms &staff currently use CCUSD or 
contractors. 

• Parking issues – Vets & Culver West & Botts (time of day/season) 
• Establish ‘pocket parks’ 
• Make comfortable facilities available (El Rincon). 

3. Urban Green Space, Greenbelts & Recreation Trails: 
• La Ballona Creek bike path improvements 
• Create bike lanes city wide. 

 
Priorities: 

1) Need more art/cultural programs for CC kids and teens. 
2) Need more funding for existing programs scholarship. 
3) CC needs performance space for cultural programs (Acc. 200-300 + backstage, 

ect.) Use CCUSD. 
4) CC needs community sponsored gyms &staff currently use CCUSD or 

contractors. 
5) Establish ‘pocket parks’. 

 
 
GROUP D: 
 
1. Programs: 

• Not aware of programs 
• City guide with programs is distributed 
• Availability – wide range; Little League, Babe Ruth, West LA College, Baseball/ 

Softball Leagues 
• Basketball courts w/o lights – Is it to deter night time games? 
• Intramural programs used to represent each park – would organize cross-park 

competition. 
• Budget restrictions less staff available & parents filled in Youth Sport League 6-

13 yrs for coaching responsibility. 
• High & Junior High; Leagues have evaporated, coordinate with the schools?, need 

more marketing of the leagues. 
 
2. Sites and Facilities: 

• Facilities – up to date and clean restroom for all parks. 
• Safety measures considered to increase security at restrooms. 
• Possible monitoring of some sort 
• Maintenance of the restrooms important to encourage more use 
• Retrofit restrooms to ease baby-changing 
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• Renovation of Vets auditorium, complex has been great for many years. Kept up 
needs major renovation and/or demolition. Something state of the art – theater, 
subterranean parking? 

o What are the uses (inventory) 
o Assessment as to what works and doesn’t work 
o Acoustics are bad for musical performance 
o Outdated 

 
3. Urban Green Space, Greenbelts & Recreation Trails: 

• New development to have green space requirements 
• Maintain existing green space. 
• Sepulveda Jiffy Lube – should be improved to encourage use. ( Not sure what this 

refers to-MIG) 
• Vertical growth of development to free up other surface space 
• Replicate downtown feel to other developments 
• As other things get developed incorporate green. 
• Ballona Creek used as wonderful resource it is!!! 

 
Misc: 
Skate Park – injuries  
 
Priorities - Programs: 

• Soccer field and baseball compatible? (Can this fields be compatible?-MIG) 
• Turf for cleats (as ages are higher). (Turf needs to be tough and maintained for 

heavy use-MIG) 
• Swimming pool is good 
• School uses pool for teams 
• Aerobics, adult teams, well used. 

 
Priorities - Sites and Facilities: 

• Vet’s Auditorium itself (decide to renovate or tear down); kitchen, changing 
footprint, classrooms, alternative venues for displaced. 

• Need Community charrette to determine uses and needs for renovation. 
• Medium sized 1500-2000 seat auditoriums, parking subterranean under existing 

parking lot. 
• El Camino College as a model for auditorium Meeting Rooms. 
• Pit, stadium seating, rehearsal space. 

 
Priorities – (Unspecified): 

• What are the projected future trends in the recreation and parks facilities? 
• What are the projections in the next 20 years, 30 years, etc?  
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• What will people need or want recreationally in 20 years? 
• Assess impacts of disruption that comes from renovations or demolition,  

(impacts: revenue generating, church, orchestra, meetings, classes, clubs) 
• Possibly phase construction to alleviate disruption 
• Assess and create a space that is appropriate for mitigating the impact of 

renovating 
• Best use of space 
• Changing trends in recreation 

 
 
GROUP E: 
1. Programs: 

• Children’s sports 
• Adult education 
• Science camp 
• Plunge 
• Toddler Groups 
• Music/Dance 
• Sports 
• Needs – events in the park 
• Training – i.e. Skills leadership 

 
2. Sites and Facilities: 

• Facilities are run-down 
• Needing maintenance 
• Make programs more attractive 
• Use: Culver West, Vet’s, Lindberg, Dog Park 
• Difficulty to Access: Meeting rooms, senior center? 
• Needs – Vet’s playground renovation, enclosed playground, 

cleanliness/maintenance, resurface playing fields, lighting in playgrounds, arts & 
crafts building, more exciting playgrounds 

 
3. Urban Green Space, Greenbelts & Recreation Trails: 

• Green space – overly programmed for active space. Not enough passive space. 
• Vet’s park 
• Creek 
• Low impact foliage: Sustainable, environmentally conscious, labeling trees 
• Douglas Park 
• Nature Trail @ Culver Park 
• What to do with oil wells 
• Walking trails in parks 
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• Remove sidewalks 
• Kid’s science museum 
• Playgrounds like Shane’s Inspiration 
• Universally accessible for adults too. 

 
Priorities - Programs: 

1) Events in more parks (music) 
2) Diverse programs (classes) for all ages (not necessarily sport) 

Priorities - Sites and Facilities: 
1) Playgrounds – more modern & inventive, serving all ages & abilities (clean & 

maintained) 
2) (Vets) More & better (State of the art) meeting rooms. Better maintained. 
3) Better lighting at parks & playgrounds 
4) Resurface playing fields 
5) Universally accessible parks 
6) Children’s Science Museum  

Priorities - Urban Green Space, Greenbelts & Recreation Trails: 
1) More passive space 
2) Natural space, indigenous plants 
3) Pocket parks 
4) Walk space 

 
 
GROUP F: 
1. Programs: 

• Culver City Plunge – needs to have more ‘free swim’ availability during the 
summer months  

• Reopen the Natatorium  
• Youth sports programs – Park vs. Park basketball – softball – flag football  
• ‘Mentoring’ by Rec. Leaders 
• Hard ball – soccer sport specific facilities  
• More coordination/communication between school & city – i.e. Tennis courts at 

CCHS, Communication between district & city 
 
2. Sites and Facilities: 

• No soccer specific field availability, soccer is a year round sport  
• Natatorium – re-open/renovate  
• Disabled access at Babe Ruth LL fields  
• Blair Hills Park – more recognition of parks existence  
• New Skateboard Park – need to be ‘monitored’  

 
3. Urban Green Space, Greenbelts & Recreation Trails: 
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• Loss of trail along Culver Blvd. 
 
Priorities - Programs: 

1) More coordination/communication between school & city – i.e. Tennis courts at 
CCHS, Communication between district & city 

2) ‘Mentoring’ by Rec. Leaders 
3) Culver City Plunge – needs to have more ‘free swim’ availability during the 

summer months 
4) Hard ball – soccer sport specific facilities 
5) Youth sports programs – Park vs Park basketball – softball – flag football 
6) Reopen the Natatorium 

 
Priorities - Sites and Facilities: 

1) New Skateboard Park – need to be ‘monitored’ 
2) Blair Hills Park – more recognition of parks existence 
3) Disabled access at Babe Ruth LL fields 
4) No soccer specific field availability, soccer is a year round sport 
5) Natatorium – re-open/renovate 

 
Priorities - Urban Green Space, Greenbelts & Recreation Trails: 

1) Loss of trail along Culver Blvd 
 

 
 
 
 



 

 

CULVER CITY WORK SHOP #1                                                    10-25-07 
WATER COOLER COMMENTS    

-  
- Pocket Parks- need more. 
- Park Signage should serve to provide community identity and unify our park 

system. 
- All park developments such as buildings and street areas should incorporate 

sustainable design. 
- Add theater and arts. 
- More active supervision of our parks so they are always safe places physically & 

emotionally. 
- Our parks should be laid out in a more fluid way. They are “over-programmed” 

spaces. 
- Rec. leaders- come out of their office – welcome people. 
- Our parks are great opportunities to educate about the environment. 
- Our parks are our connection to the natural world – make that a core value. 
- Encourage Senior Citizen residents to have more interaction with teens through 

combined programming (mentoring, tutoring, etc.) 
- Parks need signage – Directional, informational, regulatory – sadly lacking. 
- A large portion of CC kids live in apartments/condos – make the parks attractive 

& safe for their use. 
- Create signs that show where all parks are & what facilities are available. Placed 

at all parks. 
- Teaching kid technical skills – Use of theater Arts Program offering mentoring to 

teens with parks & rec. 
- There should be a defining unifying theme between parks & the community so 

when someone enters Culver City they’ll know they’re here. 
- All parks need bulletin boards – announce meetings like this!! 
- Children’s art gallery where children more artistically inclined. Just a place where 

children can display their art for all to see. 
- Bike accessibility, places to park bikes & paths to ride on for all. 
- Connectivity with green space for (pleasant-MIGA), walking possibilities (some 

areas just aren’t pedestrian friendly) 
- Mature Teens 
- Increase program visibility to teens through innovative advertising – not just CC 

news or parks & rec. guide. 
- Skateboarders need helmets – Mandatory! Safety first! 
- Uses – Archery, sand volleyball court, mini trails with water features &/ or native 

plants, Creek in existing parks, racket ball, Discovery center for kids (See 
Huntington Library Garden) 
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- I know you don’t focus on the Vets building itself but this building must be 
removed and the park must be dynamic with multiple uses. 

- Reclaim creek create park system next to creek where possible Hayden track is 
ripe, (as possibility).  Take a look at this area from the new overlook. Create 
connectivity with Baldwin Hills & new development in LA adjacent. 

- Facilities for residents as well as offerings that draw others to Culver City; a 
“Hall” to be rented out on top of Baldwin Hills overlooking city (as example) 
music theater, weddings, revenue generator. 

- Pocket park or larger in Rancho Higuera, currently there are no facilities, the 
neighborhood has no place to meet. 

 
 












